HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 21 April 2009 at 6.30pm.
------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor J. Griffiths (Mayor).
Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, 
Mrs. M. Jabbitt, J. Johnson, B.P. Lambert (for minutes 216 to 227), M. Mills, E.B. Palmer (for minutes 216 to 221), H.G. Roberts (for minutes 216 to 229),  B. Scragg, R. Spain, L. Thorley, Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and P.A.York.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor K. Roberts. 
IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager).
216.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST : MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
None received.

217.
MAYOR’S REMARKS 

The Mayor reported on his recent engagements.  On 23 March, together with the Town Centre Manager, he had attended a Workshop at Connah’s Quay regarding the Flintshire Regeneration Plan, which had proved worthwhile with a useful presentation and discussion of ideas.   On 2 April, he had visited Holywell Community Hospital and had enjoyed the singing by children from Perth-y-Terfyn Infants School, and also meeting patients.    On 7 April, together with Councillor P.J. Curtis, he had met Welsh Assembly Government Minister Alun Ffred Jones who was visiting Holywell concerning  funding issues relating to the Heritage Projects.   Attendance at the SSAFA 
(Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association-Forces Help Clwyd North East Wales) AGM and fundraising event followed on 15 April.

On 17 April, he had attended the Rotary Club of Flint and Holywell’s 53rd Charter Anniversary Dinner and fundraising event which raised in the region of £750-£800.   A Bingo Session followed on 18 April at the Greenfield Community Centre in aid of St. Kentigern’s Hospice.

This being the last ordinary Council meeting before the Annual Meeting in May, the Mayor took the opportunity to express his personal thanks and appreciation to all Members for their support during his term of office.   He welcomed Councillor B.P. Lambert back after illness.

The Mayor added that the Council, both re-elected and new Members had worked well together.   This teamwork had produced several achievements.   He had also been impressed with the support given to St. Kentigern’s by two Greenfield Ward Members through their recent sponsored walk from the Foryd Bridge, Rhyl to Holywell.   He particularly recalled the support for Greenfield Football Club and the ongoing campaign to return the pitch at the former Arquest site to community use; the introduction of the Greenfield-Holywell shuttle bus service; the successful launch of the town’s new Christmas lights; winning the prestigious Wales in Bloom Small Towns Award for the first time; the hard work put in by the Town Centre Sub-Committee in moving forward the Town Centre projects and arrangements for the forthcoming Action Plan meeting; the successful outcome of the Dollar Park Planning Inquiry; support given to the Friends of Pen-y-Maes and the Strand and Pen-y-Maes Residents’ Association; involvement with issues in the Holway where the residents and support workers had been so helpful; the granting of fairtrade town status for the people of Holywell and the setting up and development of the ‘Walkers are Welcome’ arrangements .

The Deputy Mayor was also thanked for standing in for those engagements where it had not been possible for him to attend.

The Mayor looked forward to a successful conclusion to the Council’s campaign for the establishment of allotments within the community, the development of the Council’s website to reflect the community’s many positive aspects, as a marketing and promotional service and to provide a facility that would meet both public and Council aspirations and to completing the land transfer transaction to the Council for the woodland near the former Lluesty Hospital.

In reply, Councillor B. Scragg paid tribute to the Mayor for his guidance and leadership, particularly to the newly elected Members, which had been beneficial for the Council as a whole.

218.
MINUTES
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following 

meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by 

the Mayor/Chairman of the relevant Sub-Committee, as 

appropriate:

Council Meeting held on 17 March 2009;

Town Centre Sub-Committee held on 23 March 2009,

with the co-option of Councillor S.R. Baker to 

the Town Council’s website Working Group established 

in minute TC25, in view of his expertise in ICT matters.

219.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation policy.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.


No

Proposal
046102
Display of 1 No. hoarding sign – Lidl UK, Coleshill Street, Holywell

No objection provided the proposal complies with highway requirements and any applicable conservation area policies.

046115
2 No. PVC canvas banners to be erected every Thursday morning and taken down in the evening – Banner overlooking Tesco car park, Ffordd St. Gregoire, Holywell (for Holywell Town Council).


Received and noted.
046160
Conversion of garage and erection of first floor extension to provide additional accommodation – Pen y Bryn Cottages, Brynford, Holywell.


No objection provided the proposal complies with planning policies.
046710
Erection of glazed lobby with doors at entrance of store and trolley bays to be resited to suit new entrance layout – Tesco, Ffordd St. Gregoire, Holywell


No objection provided the proposal complies with planning policies.
            (Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above applications)

220.
ACCOUNTS

220.1.
Accounts for Payment


RESOLVED:

That the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:-





Voucher




    £




  4341
Flintshire County Council – Planning

Consent Fee (T/Centre)

   86.00**





  4342
Palm Signs – 3 No. (incl 1 spare)

Market banners (T/Centre project)      246.33**




  4343
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 28/3/09 146.81***



  4344
North Wales Association of Town 

Councils – Postages 08/09

     9.60^ 





  4345
Flintshire County Council – 1st





Inst. Rates on Council Offices           2127.15****




  4346  Wales in Bloom Foundation –






Donation 2009 


   30.00^^





  4347
Computer Troubleshooters – 






PC Repairs



   63.71****




  4348
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – March            1300.00**





  4349
D.C. Pierce – Salary – April

 909.76***




  4350
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses – 






April
  


               40.00***




  4351
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat. Ins. –






April 
 


             484.26***




  4352  Viking Direct – Photocopying Paper     66.94****





  4353
Flintshire County Council – Garage






Rental 2009/10


 204.59****








           5715.15

Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4




#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983, S.34


220.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, recording income between 7 March and 31 March 2009.

221.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – MARCH 
The Town Centre Manager’s report for March was circulated to Members.

The Mayor praised the work of Mr. Medwyn Roberts, Town Centre Manger since his appointment 12 years ago and in particular during this recession.   He said that Mr. Roberts had done a lot for this town and often received unfair criticism.    The number of empty shops in the town had reduced over the years from 28 to 10 which compared well with some of the other towns in North Wales.

Members noted that a new food co-op would be launched in the Strand area in April following discussion between the Town Centre Manager and the Welsh Assembly Government’s Rural Regeneration Unit.

RESOLVED:

That the report be received and that the Council records its thanks to the Town Centre Manager for his hard work for the benefit of the town.
(Note:  Councillor E.B. Palmer left the meeting at this point).

222.
THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN 

As requested at the March meeting, a copy of the Guidance document for Developing a Community Plan had been circulated for Members’ consideration.

The Clerk reported that, should the Council wish to move forward with the Plan, it needed to determine the priority order for this work given other ongoing projects and the limited staffing resources available to the Council at present.   The Clerk also indicated that he had a rough template for a Plan and asked how Members wish to proceed.



RESOLVED:

That the Council considers the matter again at its June 

meeting and that the Clerk circulate a copy of the Plan 

template referred to for consideration at that meeting.

223.
PROPOSED TRANSFER OF SURPLUS LAND CLOSE TO FORMER LLUESTY HOSPITAL, HOLYWELL - UPDATE 

The Clerk reported that, since the March meeting, Holywell Communities First had confirmed its intention to contribute £500 towards the legal costs arising from the above transfer of ownership of land from the Welsh Health Estates to the Council.

The woodland would be managed by Communities First as a nature reserve and community facility and it was hoped that the area would be used by schools and community groups for both educational and leisure activities.

Members were also informed of the outcome of the invitations sent to locally based solicitors to undertake the legal formalities on behalf of the Council.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the financial contribution from Holywell Communities First be welcomed.

(2)
That the appointment of Griffiths & Hughes Parry, Solicitors of Holywell to act on the Council’s behalf in the land transfer, be confirmed.

224.
STREET LIGHTING – HOLWAY ESTATE, HOLYWELL 

Reference was made to earlier expressed concerns about the poor quality of street lighting on the Holway Estate and in particular how this had a negative impact on the quality of the images on the CCTV cameras.

Consideration was given to a letter from the County’s Street Lighting Manager following the joint site meeting reported to the Town Council in March.   A new scheme was proposed by him which could cost between £150k-£175k and a 30% contribution was sought towards the total end cost.

Whilst Members believed that the scheme would provide a significant improvement for the estate they were mindful of their very limited resources in the current financial year.   It was felt that more information about the scheme as well as on the availability and extent of financial support from other sources would assist in making a final decision.

RESOLVED:

That a decision on the County’s request for 30% funding towards a new street lighting scheme for the Holway Estate be deferred to the May meeting to enable more information to be obtained about the proposed scheme and how this contribution could be met.

225.
HIGHWAY ISSUES – PEN-Y-MAES ROAD, HOLYWELL 

In addition to the ongoing resurfacing works, Members noted the proposal to erect a 30mph speed activated sign for downhill traffic as indicated in a letter from the County’s Head of Highways and Transportation.

It was hoped that the type of ‘speed humps’, if they were still required, could be improved, and Councillor Baker stated that he had already taken the matter up with the Department concerned



RESOLVED:





That the position be noted.

226.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION
Consideration was given to the following proposals on which the Town Council had been consulted 
226.1.
Proposed Introduction of a Dog Control Order for the County

Reference was made to playing fields and it was hoped that particular attention would be given to enforcement in such areas under the proposed new provisions.

RESOLVED:

That the prospect of dog control on a County-wide basis be welcomed and the proposed Order supported.

226.2.
Proposed Designation of All Public Areas within the County under the Alcohol (Consumption in Public Places) Regulations 2001
It was noted that the Order itself would not affect the drinking of alcohol within licensed premises and would normally only have implications for the consumption of alcohol outside such premises where there was an aggravating nuisance, disturbance or annoyance for the public or other disorder.
RESOLVED:



That the proposed Order be supported.

227.
REVIEW OF ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COUNTY OF FLINTSHIRE

Feedback was received from those Members who had attended a Seminar at County Hall on 15 April at which representatives from the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales (LGBCW) were present.   Clearly, there were Member concerns at the prospect of one or more seats being lost in Holywell based on a set ratio of 1:1750 and a strong argument needed to be put forward in support of retaining the existing arrangements, which worked well.

The County’s Chief Executive had undertaken to write to Town/Community Councils following the event regarding the specific points that needed to be borne in mind if representations were being prepared.

There was a tight deadline for making submissions (5 May) and a time extension had been requested.



RESOLVED:

That the four County/Town Council Members together with the  Mayor and Town Councillors R. Spain, P.A.York and the Clerk be authorised to formulate a suitable submission in addition to the comments already sent in accordance with Minute 205.

(Note:  Councillor B.P. Lambert left the meeting at this point).

228.
PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL FOR WALES 

Members had before them the response to Sandy Mewies AM following her approach on the Town Council’s behalf to the Minister of Social Justice and Local Government regarding member representation from the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils on the Partnership Council for Wales.

Members were informed that it was not intended to change the present arrangement whereby One Voice Wales acted as the national voice for Community and Town Councils on the Partnership Council.   The Minister encouraged any Council not yet benefitting from the support and services provided by One Voice Wales to consider taking up membership, but this need not be at the expense of continued membership of any regional grouping such as the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils.



RESOLVED:

That the reply be noted with disappointment.
229.
ILLEGAL USE OF MOTOR BIKES ON THE ESTATES OF GREENFIELD AND OTHER AREAS
This item had been placed on the agenda by Councillor B. Scragg to request the Town Council to consider making representations to Flintshire County Council for the establishment of a Bike Park/Circuit for the use of bikers.

Members were informed that the former Courtaulds site at Greenfield Dock had been used as a bike park by Greenfield Motorbike Club but had been told by the County Council to find somewhere else because the site was contaminated.   The activity had spilled over to adjoining areas which had resulted in enforcement action by the North Wales Police.



RESOLVED:

That the request be supported and Flintshire County Council asked to consider the situation to see if anything can be done to overcome the reported problem by the provision of a suitable site that the bikers can lawfully use.




(Note:  Councillor H.G. Roberts left the meeting at this point).

230.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S  OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY ARRANGEMENTS – REQUEST TO MAKE A PRESENTATION
A letter was considered from the County’s Head of Overview and Scrutiny offering to attend a future meeting of the Town Council to make a presentation and to answer questions about the County’s arrangements.



RESOLVED:

That the Clerk make arrangements for a future presentation to the Town Council.

231.
TOWN ACTION PLAN WORKSHIOP – 28 APRIL 2009
Members were reminded about the above event co-ordinated by Flintshire County Council.

The Mayor referred to a separate joint letter to retailers from the Chairman of the Town Centre Sub-Committee and himself encouraging 

attendance to help shape the future for Holywell Town Centre.

The Mayor also thanked Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt for her help in distributing the Town Council’s letter.

232.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
The Clerk reported that as for 2008, the forthcoming Annual Meeting would be held at the Stamford Gate, Holywell on Tuesday 19 May 2009 at 6.30pm.

233.
SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS – CLWYD QUARTERLY BRANCH MEETING




The Clerk reported that he had invited colleague Clerks of the Clwyd Branch to hold their meeting on 2 June 2009 at the Council’s Offices.

234.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED


Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated at the meeting*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
First Newsletter of the Local Government Boundary Commission for 



Wales *


(b)
School Travel Plans – Letter and Explanatory Leaflet *


(c)
Holywell Business News – Spring 2009 *

(d)
Proposals on the Future of Community Health Councils in North Wales – Draft Response of Clwyd Community Health Council.


(e)
Heritage in Wales – Spring 2009.

(f)
Agenda for the quarterly meeting of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils, at Llandudno – 17/4/09.

235.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORT
Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt again referred to her wish to attend a meeting of the Holywell Town Band but was often unable to do so because of the very short notice given.

236.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 – EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS


RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item (Minute 236.1) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960, as amended.
(Note: the Clerk left the meeting for this item)


236.1.
2008/09 National Final Salary Award for Local Council Clerks
                        Members were informed that an additional award of 0.3% had been 

                        made by the arbitration panel to settle the 2008 pay dispute.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the submitted revised salary scales and car allowances as agreed by the National Joint Council (NJC) for Local Government Services, be approved with effect from 1 April 2008.

(2)       That the matter of clerical support for the Clerk
            be kept under review.



(The meeting ended at 8.30pm).

…………………………………

Mayor  
