HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 19 April 2011 at 6.30pm.

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.J. Curtis (Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, J. Griffiths, 

J.M. Johnson, M. Mills, E.B. Palmer, R. Spain, K. Roberts and P.A. York.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Mrs. M. Jabbitt, B.P. Lambert, H.G. Roberts, B.Scragg, L. Thorley and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) for minutes 183 to 191.

183.
CONGRATULATIONS
The Mayor referred to the excellent result for Holywell Town Football Club in the final of the Football Association of Wales (FAW) Trophy the previous Saturday.   The team had beaten Conwy United F.C. following a dramatic comeback after being 2-0 down with only a few minutes of the match remaining.  The Trophy had been presented by Mr. Ken Davies (Holywell) on behalf of the FAW.

The Clerk had sent a letter of congratulations to the Club, on behalf of the Council, on their memorable achievement.

184.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The following declarations of personal interest were made and the relevant forms completed for despatch to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.

Councillor




Agenda Item

(i)
Mrs. K. Davies

7.2.
Planning Application 048443


(ii)
R. Spain


7.1.
Environmental Impact 

Assessment – Kingspan Ltd, Holywell  

(iii)
P.A. York


12.1.
Application for Financial 







Assistance – Holway Project 







House Management Committee.

Existence/Nature of Personal Interest
(i)
Next-door neighbour.

(ii)
Home located within the immediate neighbourhood.

(iii)
Organisation in Member’s Ward.

(Note:  Councillors Mrs. K. Davies and R. Spain also declared a prejudicial interest in their respective items and withdrew from the meeting for the discussion and voting.

185.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL HOUSING BALLOT PROJECT

Mr. Richard Lovelace, Project Director, attended the meeting for this item.   He gave a short presentation to Members on the future of Council Housing in Flintshire.   The Housing Ballot Project would see all Council tenants having the opportunity to vote on whether to move control of the housing stock (7,443 Council houses) away from the County Council to a registered Social Landlord (Dee Housing).   Supporting information sheets were circulated to Members for the presentation.

The Welsh Housing Quality Standard (WHQS) had been set out in 2002 by the Welsh Assembly Government.   The Assembly wanted all social landlords and local authorities in Wales to meet the criteria by 2012.   An updated Stock Condition Survey showed  that this would cost the County Council in the region of £166m, including the replacement of some 6,300 kitchens; 6,050 bathrooms and conducting 6,100 re-wiring works.   Also, fitting 1,000 new windows; 3,000 front and back doors; 5,400 heating systems and 2,000 roofs; carrying out 2,000 external wall repairs and undertaking work on some 5,000 homes.

The Council had about £49m towards meeting the WHQS in five years, a shortfall of around £116m.

If tenants voted to transfer the stock to Dee Housing, it was understood that all the required £166m would be available to meet the WHQS in full in the first five years.

Mr. Lovelace emphasised that the County Council was not seeking to promote a particular result, merely to provide the full information to enable tenants to decide the future of their homes.   Consultation was ongoing  until Autumn 2011 with the ballot to follow.

A question and answer session followed which, amongst other things, covered transfer arrangements if applicable, safeguards for existing housing staff, enforcement of the WHQS and the continuation of the right to buy arrangements for tenants.

RESOLVED:

That the Council record its thanks to Mr. Lovelace for his clear and helpful presentation.

186.
CANCELLED MEETING OF FINANCE COMMITTEE – 23 MARCH 2011 

Members noted the explanatory letter from the Director, Holywell Community Project, withdrawing the application for financial assistance due to be considered at the above meeting.

187.
MAYOR’S REMARKS
The Mayor reported that he had attended the following functions:

· 25 March – 55th Charter Anniversary Dinner of The Rotary Club of Flint and Holywell;

· 1 April – Chair’s Charity Night – Connah’s Quay Town Council.

He added that, together with the Deputy Mayor and Clerk, he had received a request for support from the Skipton – East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership for the re-opening of the Colne to Skipton missing rail link (11.5 miles of railway) as part of the National Rail Network.   Other Councillors indicated that they had received a similar letter.

Among the reported 365 Councils who had already pledged their support were Buckley, Cheshire West & Chester, Connah’s Quay, Hawarden, Saltney, Shotton and Wirral Councils.   The full list was growing and included many other different types of organisations and Members of Parliament.

It was the Mayor’s intention to support the re-opening of the link as a means of considerably improving public transport opportunities in the north-west.   Members supported the Mayor’s approach on this matter.

188.
MINUTES 



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the minutes of the following meetings be

approved and signed as a correct record by the 

Mayor/Chairman of the relevant Sub-Committee:

Council Meeting held on 15 March 2011.

Town Centre Sub-Committee held on 14 April 2011.

(2)
That the resolutions of the Town Centre Sub-Committee be supported/approved.

189.
PLANNING 

189.1.
Environmental Impact Assessment – Environmental Statement in respect of the Proposed Erection of a Wind Turbine at Kingspan Ltd, Holywell

Consideration was given to a letter from the County’s Head of Planning asking if the Town Council had any information relevant to the preparation of the Statement.   Some concerns were expressed with particular regard to the proposed height of the structure, at approximately 126m.   It was understood that the energy created would be used directly by Kingspan and any remaining electricity given back to the National Grid.


RESOLVED:




That the County Council be informed of:

· North Wales Police helicopter activity from time to time over the area concerned and, unless already part of the consultation process,  recommended to seek the views of the Police in relation to any impact of the proposal on their operational work;

· The importance of safeguarding the visual amenities of the area.

189.2.
Planning Applications 


(Action taken by the Mayor and Clerk in view of the request for an early response by the Flintshire County Planning Authority).

No.

Proposal
047799
Erection of detached 3 bedroom dwelling – The Old Post Office, Greenfield Road, Greenfield Holywell: for Mr. C. Dive (Amended Plans).

No change to earlier expressed reservations regarding the proposal on traffic/highway safety grounds.

048381
Removal of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension – 49 Wood Lane, Pen y Maes, Holywell: for Mr. D. Jones.

No objection, provided planning criteria is met including no detriment to the visual amenities of neighbouring properties.
048384
Listed Building Application – removal of (internal) partition wall – 12 Coleshill Street, Holywell: for Mr. K. Wynne.

No objection.

048401
Erection of a single storey kitchen extension – 

32 Glan y Don, Greenfield, Holywell: for 

Mr. J.E. Hughes.

No objection, provided planning criteria is met including no detriment to the visual amenities of neighbouring properties.

RESOLVED:



That the action taken be noted and approved.


189.3.
Planning Applications


(General)

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process, the timescale for response allowing for them to be considered at the monthly meeting.

RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal

047926
Outline – construction of 15 No. 2/3 bedroom two-storey mews houses with all matters reserved – land to the rear Bodowen Surgery, Halkyn Road, Holywell for Flintshire County Council.

Further deferral to the Town Council’s May meeting to enable completion of ongoing enquiries into the reported military history of the site, access and drainage issues.   

048227
Continuation of existing green waste composting operation – Green Waste Composting Facility, Greenfield Business Park, Greenfield, Holywell: for Flintshire County Council.

No objection.  

048402
Display of 48 page colour billboard – Lidl UK, Coleshill Street, Holywell: for Lidl UK GmbH.

No objection provided the billboard can be appropriately sited having regard to the relevant planning requirements.

048404
First floor extension to form dormer bungalow and single storey kitchen extension – Garmon, Greenfield Road, Greenfield, Holywell: for Mrs. D. Walker.

No objection provided there is no detriment to the visual amenities of neighbouring properties.

048425
Demolition of existing rear single storey extension and erection of a two storey extension – Hotel Victoria, High Street Square, Holywell: for David Charles Ltd; 

048426
Listed Building Application – details as above (048425).

No objection to the two applications, provided the relevant planning requirements are satisfied in particular in relation to the highway and also neighbouring properties.

048434
Erection of an attached double garage with children’s playroom area above – St. Paul’s Lodge, Holway Road, Holway, Holywell: for Mr. & Mrs. Owen.

No objection.

048441
Formation of new driveway and associated engineering works – Naom Colm, Pen y Ball, Holywell: for 

Miss K. Hughes.

No objection provided the proposal satisfies highway requirements.

048443
Change of use from take-away to residential dwelling – 134 Pen y Maes Road, Holywell: for Mrs Sui Chun Wong.

No objection.


189.4.
Planning Policy Wales - Control of Town Centre Developments
Consideration was given to a letter from the County’s Head of Planning replying to the Town Council’s expressed concerns over the County Council’s current policies which control town centre developments.

The Clerk also circulated a letter from the Secretary to the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils (NWATLCC) to the County’s Head of Planning, following its meeting on 15 April.   The Association supported the Town Council in its request for more controls to ensure that there was a better balance in the High Street, Holywell between A1 (e.g. retail) and A2/A3 (e.g. betting shop and take-away) planning uses.

As a way forward, it had been suggested by the NWATLCC  that the County Council prepare a Planning Policy Guidance Note whereby there was a percentage of units (e.g. 60%) which must be A1 and only when this percentage was reached would A2 or A3 uses be considered.

RESOLVED

That the Town Council make further representations 

to the Head of Planning with reference to the NWATLCC’s letter.

190.
ACCOUNTS


190.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That, payment of the following accounts be approved, 

the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in

accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-

Committee.   





Voucher




      £





2010/11

  4776   G.B. Stones Ltd – Maintenance works 

             at Council Offices
52.88****
  4777   W. Bevan & Sons – Cleaning materials

             Council Offices
17.58****
  4778   British Telecom – One Bill Plus

             10/3/11
90.70****
  4779   Copywrite Systems – Copies on loan

             office copier
46.10****
  4780   Society of Local Council Clerks –

             Clerk’s Guide Ref. Book
11.95^
  4781   ICR Ltd – Portable appliance tests at

             Council Offices 
50.40****
  4782   Councillor P.A. York – Travelling –

              8/12/10-16/3/11
59.60*
  4783   Refurbit Computers Ltd – Final 

             domain hosting to 31/3/11 
130.00***

2011/12

  4784   Flintshire County Council – 1st inst.


             Rates on Council Offices
1476.60****
  4785   Impact Communications – Holywell

             Business News – Spring 2011
500.00^^
  4786  Jolora Graphic/Web Design – Website

            Design/Development – Final
1250.00***
  4787  NW Association Town/Larger 

            Community Councils – Subsistence

            X 2 
25.00*
  4788  Impact Communications – Town 

            Centre Management – March
1300.00**
  4789  D.C. Pierce – Salary – April
          1004.57***
  4790  Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses 

                        April 
   40.00***

  4791  Mrs. M. Edwards – Office Cleaner –

Wages to 9/4/11


 252.00***

  4792  HMRC (Inland Revenue) PAYE/

            
National Insurance – April 

 563.91***

  6,871.29

Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953

                                                            S.4





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

190.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 31 March 2011.

191.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – MARCH
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for March.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.  

The main part of his work had been reviewing and updating information for inclusion on the new website.

With reference to the Holywell marketing project involving the Town Council, the Holywell Town Centre Partnership and the rural regeneration organisation, Cadwyn Clwyd, he reported on  the work agreed under the project.   The total project cost was £7,086.70, 70% of which was being grant funded by Cadwyn Clwyd with the remainder coming from Flintshire County Council.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

(Note:  The Town Centre Manager left the meeting at this point).

192.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SUMMER PLAYSCHEME PROGRAMME 2011 – GRANT FUNDING
Members welcomed the letter from the County’s Head of Leisure Services confirming the availability of resources from the Welsh Assembly Government to enable this year’s programme to go ahead.

193.
FIELDS IN TRUST – QUEEN ELIZABETH II FIELDS CHALLENGE

Consideration was given to the letter from the County’s Public Open Spaces Manager about this new initiative and the invitation to the Town Council to nominate a recreation ground within the community for consideration for inclusion in the programme.

The scheme marked the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and 2012 Olympics, and would see 2,012 playing fields across the UK designated as Queen Elizabeth II fields.   Such a status would see the areas protected from development for 100 years.

RESOLVED:

That the playing field on Park Hall Road, Greenfield, Holywell be put forward for inclusion in the national Fields in Trust Scheme.

194.
AGE CONCRN NORTH EAST WALES – FLINTSHIRE SUREFEET PROJECT 

In a letter from Age Concern the Council was asked to consider recording its support for the continuation of the Surefeet Project (the development of an easily accessible service to provide the 50+ population of Flintshire with the information, advice and support required to reduce the risk of having a fall, thus maintaining their independence and wellbeing).



RESOLVED:

That a letter of support for the continuation of the Surefeet Project in Flintshire be sent to Age Concern 

to assist them in their efforts to obtain funding etc.

195.
ONE VOICE WALES 



Consideration was given to correspondence from One Voice Wales.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the contents of this year’s National Training Programme for Community and Town Councils in Wales be noted and that any Councillor interested in taking part inform the Clerk accordingly in the first instance.

(2)
That the Notice of the 7th Conference and Annual General Meeting of One Voice Wales on 8 October 2011 at Pontrhydfendigaid, Ceredigion be noted.

196.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
The Clerk reported that this year’s meeting would be held at the Holywell Art & Craft Mill on Tuesday 17 May at 6.30pm.   

197.
REPORT(S) ETC. RECEIVED 

Members were informed that the following item(s) had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

Members were pleased to note that it had been decided to run the Wales in Bloom Competition again this year, although with reduced entry categories because of a lack of resources.

(a)
Welsh Assembly Government – Consultation on Draft Welsh Fire and Rescue Authority Equality and Diversity Strategy 2011-2016;

(b)
North Wales Police Authority – addition of a new page to their website ‘Y Bont’ with Home Office news and public events listings;

(c)
Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board – Change of Telephone Number for the North Wales GP Out of Hours Service from 1/4/11*;

(d)
North Wales Association of Town & Larger Community Councils – Agenda for meeting on 15 April 2011;

(e)
Wales in Bloom – Future Plans (e mail dated 12/4/11*).

198.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 

Councillor Mrs. K. Davies reported on her attendance together with the Clerk at the quarterly meeting of the North Wales Association of Town & Larger Community Councils on 15 April.   The Association had supported the Town Council’s request on the planning issue which was covered in more detail in minute 189.4.

199.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 



RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (reporting details relating to bank accounts etc., and possible contractual information) the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items (minutes 199.1 to 199.3) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended.


199.1.
Applications for Financial Assistance 2011/12

The Clerk read out supporting background and financial information provided by the applicants.

RESOLVED:



That the following donations be made:
   £



Holway Project House Management





Committee (replacing the withdrawn

                        application from Holway Tenants and 

                        Residents) -



Royal Wedding Street Party


250.00

                        Gwyl Cadi Ha                                                500.00*                

                                                *from the Town Centre Projects budget.

199.2.
Insurance arrangements – Proposed Long-Term Agreement by the Council’s Insurers
The Clerk reported on the proposal from the Council’s insurers in respect of the annual premium for a 1 year, a 3 year and a 5 year long term arrangement.


RESOLVED:

That the Council’s insurance be renewed for 1 year (2011/12) in the sum of £3,202.63 (+ VAT and Insurance Premium Tax).

199.3.
Office Accommodation – 12-14 Bank Place/Former Courthouse, Holywell 

The Chairman of the Council Offices Sub-Committee reported on developments since the last meeting of the Council.  Together with the Clerk, he had met the owner of the building and his associates.   The owner was seeking an early resolution to matters.   The Valuation Office Agency (VOA) required to inspect the property again (at an estimated cost of £300 for the report) so that a fresh, independent valuation could be given to take account of completed works and enhancements.

The Clerk updated Members with the relevant financial information relating to the properties.

RESOLVED:

That a further valuation report be requested from the VOA and that the Chairman of the Council Offices Sub-Committee and the Clerk be authorised to progress matters accordingly.

200.
CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.25 pm.

………………………………..

Mayor

