HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 16 December 2008 at 6.30pm.
------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor J. Griffiths (Mayor).
Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis (for Minutes 138 to148), Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, J. Johnson, M. Mills, K. Roberts, B. Scragg, R. Spain, 
L. Thorley and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors B.P. Lambert, M. Jabbitt, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts and P. York.  
IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager).
129.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST : MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
None received.

130.
SILENT TRIBUTE
The Mayor referred to the recent death of Lee Palmer, aged 19, of Greenfield following a road accident.   Members and officers joined the Mayor in observing a minute’s silence as a mark of respect.
131.
BEST WISHES 

The Mayor updated Members regarding the recent admission to hospital for treatment of Councillors E.B. Palmer and H.G. Roberts; the announcement of the engagement of Councillor R. Spain and the celebration on Boxing Day of 60 years marriage by Charlie and Mair Jones of Strand Close, Holywell.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That get well wishes be sent to Councillors 

E.B. Palmer and H.G. Roberts.

(2)
That Councillor R. Spain be congratulated on  his recent engagement.

(3)
That the Council acknowledges the Diamond Wedding Anniversary of Mr and Mrs. C. Jones of Strand Close, Holywell and that a message of congratulations be sent to them, together with a bouquet of flowers.

132.
MAYOR’S REMARKS 

The Mayor thanked the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin, for standing in for him at the November Council meeting and also representing the Council at the Caerwys Town Council Civic Service.
He then summarised his engagements over the last few weeks as follows:-

26 November – Annual General Meeting of the Flintshire Fairtrade      
Coalition.

28 November – Switching-on of Holywell’s Christmas lights.  The event had proved to be very enjoyable and successful.  

4 December – “School Artists Residency Initiative” at Holywell Community Hospital.   Ysgol Gwenffrwd and Perth y Terfyn primary school-children had been busy drawing and painting pictures for the benefit of patients, staff and visitors.
14 December- Prestatyn Town Council’s Carol Service.

16 December (am) – Holywell Community Hospital with the pupils of Ysgol Gwenffrwd entertaining some of the older patients;
                      (pm) Holywell Autumn Club’s Christmas event/
photocall.
In closing, he wished everyone an enjoyable and peaceful Christmas and a successful year to follow.
133.
MINUTES
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following 

meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by 

the Mayor:

Council Meeting held on 18 November 2008 

Town Centre Sub-Committee held on 3 December 2008 

134.
NOTICE OF MOTION 

Members had before them details of the Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor S.R. Baker, as follows:



Council Standing Orders – Rules of Debate 

That clarification be provided to Members on the rules of debate at Council meetings.

A copy extract from the Council’s Standing Orders with reference to the Rules of Debate (Nos 28-32) was circulated to Members by the Clerk.

Councillor Baker indicated that Standing Order No. 29 appeared incomplete at paragraph (d) – the time limit for speeches by Members other than the mover of a resolution, which could lead to difficulties in the smooth running of Council business.  He stressed the importance of maintaining formalised rules of debate that were clear and rigorously enforced.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That paragraph (d) of Council Standing Order No. 29 be amended to read:

“No speech by a mover of a resolution shall exceed 5 minutes and no other speech shall exceed 3 minutes except by consent of the Council.”

(2)
That, in accordance with Standing Order No. 80, the resolution in (1) above be referred to the next meeting of the Council.

(3)
That a further copy of the Council’s Standing Orders be circulated to all Members at the next meeting of the Council.

135.
PLANNING APPLICATION 

Consideration was given to an application forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process:

RESOLVED:

That the following response be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority:

            No.                  Proposal
045692
Erection of a single storey side extension – 14 Wedgewood Heights, Holywell

No objection
136. ACCOUNTS
136.1.  Accounts for Payment


RESOLVED: 

That the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:-





Voucher




    £




  4268
ScottishPower Electricity – 

Council Offices

             105.90****



 

  4269
Strand/Pen-y-Maes Community

Association – Donation

 379.00**




  4270  Society of Local Council Clerks –





Annual Subscription


 133.00^^^^





  4271
Flint & Holywell Rotary Club –






Advert – Christmas Float Prog.
 100.00^^




  4272
Trinity Mirror NW – Advert –






Christmas Lights Event

 415.47^^




  4273
NW Media Ltd – Advert –

Christmas Lights Event 

 399.50^^              
 



  4274
St. John Ambulance – Services at 






Christmas Lights Event

   60.00^^.





  4275
Zurich Insurance Co – Insurance –

Christmas Lights 


 414.75^^




  4276
Festival Fireworks – Firework 

Display 


           1000.00^^




  4277
J.M. Welding & Fabrication Ltd 

Health and Safety Checks – WIB        141.00^^




  4278
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – November     1,300.00**




  4279
Gordon Stone – Repairs to Wall and

Gate – Council Offices                 
 113.18****        




  4280
British Gas Business – Gas –

Council Offices 


 326.72**** 
  4281
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 

6/12/08



192.60***




  4282
D.C. Pierce – Salary – December 
888.87***




  4283
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses – 






December


               40.00***




  4284
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat. Ins. –






December


             482.99***





                                                            ______




  




          6,492.98
Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.19





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983, S.34


136.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, recording income between the 1 November and 9 December.                    
137.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – NOVEMBER
The Town Centre Manager’s report for November was circulated to Members, which included reference to the Christmas lights switch-on etc.   

Members also referred to the likely closure of Woolworths stores nationwide as a result of the current economic situation and in particular the implications for the store on the High Street in Holywell.

 The Town Centre Manager reported that the next meeting of the Walkers are Welcome Steering Group was scheduled to take place on 6 January 2009.   He also reported on progress made in connection with the item on European Heritage Weekends, where the public had access to buildings not usually open to the public.   With the help of Cadwyn Clwyd, some buildings in Holywell and Mold could now be open in the Autumn of 2009 which would be another opportunity for encouraging people to visit Holywell.
RESOLVED:

(1)
That the report be received and the Council’s thanks be recorded for all the hard work undertaken in connection with the preparations for the Christmas lights switch-on and associated displays and, on the day itself, that ensured a most successful festive event which drew large crowds into the town.

(2)
That the Manager of Woolworths plc, Holywell be informed that the Council is saddened to hear of the proposed closure of the store and whilst it remained hopeful that a satisfactory solution can soon be found that would safeguard jobs, its thoughts are with the staff, who Members had always found to be very pleasant and helpful.

138.
ALCOHOL CONTROL ZONES 

At its last meeting the Council felt that the Fron Park area of Holywell was appropriate for consideration to designate as an alcohol control zone, but had deferred making a formal decision as more information was awaited about how such designations would be affected by forthcoming legislation.

Consideration was given to a further letter from the County Legal and Democratic Services Officer now inviting the submission for consideration of specific public open spaces for such designation.
It was noted that consultation would follow with the Police and that evidence of nuisance or annoyance to the public or disorder associated with the consumption of intoxicating liquor must exist before any public place could be designated.  Members expressed their concerns in respect of a number of areas within the community.



RESOLVED:

That the following areas within the Community of Holywell be submitted to the County Legal and Democratic Services Officer for consideration as to alcohol control zone designation:

                                                Holywell-Fron Park;  Play area (Meadowbank) Holway; 

                                                The old Church Hall site, Well Street.

                                                Greenfield-Abbey Court;  Field on Park Hall Road; 

                                                Queens Road. 
139.
THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN 

Consideration was given to the reply letter from the Emergency Planning Officer, Flintshire and Denbighshire Joint Emergency Planning Unit following the Council’s earlier representations contained in Minute No. 43.   The letter explained arrangements associated with the Community Plan and to the possible involvement of the Town Council in voluntarily preparing and maintaining such a plan.
RESOLVED:

That the County Emergency Planning Officer be 

invited to attend a future meeting of the Town 

Council to explain the process more fully.

140.
INDEPENDENT PANEL ON ASSEMBLY MEMBERS’ PAY AND ALLOWANCES 

The Council’s views were invited regarding the financial support received by Assembly Members, including, for example, salaries, expenses, hours of work, travelling allowances, working conditions, training and so on.

Whilst two public meetings had been arranged as part of the consultation process, Members were disappointed at the short notice given for the North Wales meeting and felt that more or at least a later meeting in the North could have been arranged as well as more information being made available on the current salaries, allowances etc to enable meaningful debate and response.  The deadline for replies was noted as 31 December 2008, but there was a possibility that this date could be extended.
RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Clerk, in consultation with the Mayor, be authorised to prepare a response on behalf of the Council after obtaining more information about the review.

(2)
That, in general, the Council’s response commends the work of the Assembly Member for Delyn constituency (Sandy Mewies AM) 
141.
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – PUBLICATION SCHEME 

The Clerk reported on the requirement for the Council to adopt a new Publication Scheme by 1 January 2009.  A Draft Scheme for Holywell Town Council was circulated for the consideration of Members based on the template provided by the Information Commissioner’s Office.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Draft Scheme with its supporting information, as now submitted, be adopted as Holywell Town Council’s new Publication Scheme with effect from 1 January 2009.

(2)
That the adoption of the scheme be promoted on the Council’s notice board(s) indicating its availability for public inspection at the Council offices, and on the Council’s website in due course.

(3)
That the Clerk keep the scheme updated and that a copy be presented to the Council annually.

142.
PEN-Y-MAES ROAD – USE BY HGV LORRIES AND LACK OF A PAVEMENT
This item had been placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor Mrs. K. Davies.   Councillor Davies referred to the lack of an appropriate sign(s) on the A548 referring to the unsuitability of Pen-y-Maes Road for heavy goods vehicles (HGV).   The existing sign was placed at a point after the turn-off from the A548 which was too late for such vehicles to turn around.   The situation was sometimes made worse when HGV drivers tried to turn their vehicles around to return to the main road.
Councillor Davies also reported on the dangers associated with the lack of a suitable footway on one side of Pen-y-Maes Road, particularly at this time of year, as the road was often used by schoolchildren walking to/from school.   Councillor S.R. Baker referred to his ongoing discussions with Flintshire County Council’s Highways Department with a view to funding being made available to remedy the situation from the “safe routes to school” funding.



RESOLVED:
(1)
That the attention of the County Highways and Transportation Officer be drawn to the two issues now reported and his assistance sought to remedy the situation as soon as possible.

(2)
That Councillor S.R. Baker be thanked for his ongoing assistance and support to ensure that the necessary funding for a footway is secured under the “safe routes to school” provision.

143.
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 – SECTION 228 HIGHWAY ADOPTION
Members noted that the link footpath (including the steps) between Bryn Aber and Fron Park Road, Holywell had been adopted by Flintshire County Council as highway maintainable at the public expense.   A letter and supporting location plan received from the County Council was circulated.
144.
FAIRTRADE SUCCESS 

The news that Holywell’s application to become a fairtrade town had been approved, was warmly welcomed by Members.



RESOLVED:

That the Council’s appreciation be conveyed to Mrs Roberta Owen for all that she has done towards gaining this recognition for the town.

145.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and were available for perusal from the Clerk:

(a)
Adjudication Panel for Wales – Annual Report 2007-2008.

(b)
Rhyl Flats Offshore Windfarm –nPower Update – 1 December 2008.

(c)
Ranger Report – 2 December 2008.

In addition to the above, copies of which had also been circulated to Members, the Mayor reported the receipt of the following items:

(d)
Notice of Police Authority Community Forum for Flintshire Meeting – 7pm Tuesday 13 January 2009 at the Civic Hall, 

Connah’s Quay – “Crime : Perception v Reality”.

(e)
Letter confirming action by Welsh Water to remedy the sewer overload problem at Crossroads, Holywell. (Minute No. 87).                   
(f)
Christmas message of thanks from the Holywell Autumn Club for the help and support received from the Council.

146.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 



None received.

147.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 



RESOLVED:

That, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item (Minute 148) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended.





(Note: the Clerk left the meeting for this item).

148.
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 

Council was informed that Mr Colin Pierce had completed his six months probationary period as Clerk to the Council.   Council expressed its satisfaction with Mr Pierce’s contribution and confirmed his appointment.


(The meeting ended at 8.15pm).

…………………………………

Mayor 

