HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 20 December 2011 at 6.30pm.

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.A. York (Mayor).

Councillor J.M. Johnson (Deputy Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, 

J. Griffiths, E.B. Palmer, K. Roberts, B. Scragg and R. Spain.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Mrs. M. Jabbitt, B.P. Lambert, M. Mills, H.G. Roberts, L. Thorley and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager).

114.
SILENT TRIBUTE 

As a mark of respect a period of silence was observed in memory of former Holywell Town Councillor (and twice Town Mayor) Gordon I. Lloyd who passed away on 10 December.  The Council’s deepest sympathies had been conveyed to Mrs. J. Lloyd and her family in their bereavement.

115.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The following declarations of personal interest were made and the relevant forms completed for the Clerk to forward on to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer. 

	Minute No.
	Name of Councillor
	Personal
	Prejudicial
	Nature of Interest



	133.1/CO

5.2
	P.J. Curtis
	√
	√*
	Chairman – Communities First Partnership Board

	122
	Mrs. R. Dolphin
	√
	√*
	Owner of Post Office

	125
	Mrs. R. Dolphin
	√
	-
	Wife of writer of the article referred to in the Five Villages Chronicle


*Member left the Council Chamber for the discussion and voting.

116.
MAYOR’S REMARKS

The Mayor reported on his engagements since the last meeting, as follows:

17 November
Opening of first section of All Wales Coastal Path in Flintshire/Lighting of Olympic Beacon – Greenfield Dock.

25 November/
Christmas Fetes at St. Winefride’s Church/St Peter’s Church

3 December 

December
Attended at Holywell Community Hospital for carol singing by children from local primary schools (Deputy Mayor attended at the hospital for the performance by Holywell Band on 18 December).

13 December
Bingo calling at Holywell Autumn Club’s Christmas Party.

15 December
Carol singing service - children from Ysgol Gwenffrwd and St. Winefride’s School outside the former Town Hall.

19 December
Funeral of Gordon I. Lloyd, former Holywell Councillor, held at St. Paul’s Church, Gorsedd.

Councillor Mrs. K. Davies referred to the excellent carol singing on the High Street by children from the town’s primary schools on 8/15 December in very cold  weather.

The Mayor reported on his proposed visits to the elderly in care accommodation and also patients at Holywell Hospital on 24 December as he was unable to attend on Christmas Day.   A sum of £65 had been collected before the start of the meeting from Members in lieu of Christmas Cards.   This would be forwarded at the Mayor’s request to Delyn Women’s Aid

RESOLVED

                        That the Council’s appreciation be forwarded to the

                        Headteachers of the town’s primary schools thanking

                        the schoolchildren for their annual carol singing 

                        performances in the town centre        

117.
MINUTES 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the following meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor/Chairman of the relevant Sub-Committee:



Council Meeting held on 15 November 2011;

Council Offices Sub-Committee held on 1 December 2011

118.
PLANNING

118.1.
Planning Applications


(Action taken by the Clerk in consultation with the Mayor following a request for an early response by the Flintshire County Planning Authority). 



No.

Proposal
049039
Construction of 3m wide cycle path linking Greenfield Dock (east) to Greenfield civic amenity site, Greenfield: for Flintshire County Council.  (CONSULTATION ON FURTHER AMENDMENTS TO ORIGINAL SCHEME ).

No objection.   As the path will be shared with other users the Council again draws attention to the importance of having appropriate public safety measures in place.

049080
Reserved matters application for appearance, layout and landscaping of Plot 2 – Land side of Arfryn, Pen y Ball, Holywell: for Mr. T. Davies.  (CONSULTATION ON FURTHER AMENDMENTS TO ORIGINAL SCHEME).

No objection.

RESOLVED:


That the action taken be noted and approved.


118.2.
Planning Applications


(General)

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process, the timescale for response allowing for them to be considered at the monthly meeting.

RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.

No.

Proposal

049033
Erection of one two-storey detached and one pair of two-storey semi-detached dwellings (formerly two pairs of semi-detached dwellings) – the Former Clinic, School Lane, Greenfield: for Jackson Fire & Security.  (AMENDED PLANS).

Objection on grounds of overdevelopment of the site.   Concern is also expressed regarding the potential adverse impact of the proposal on the adjoining community facility/children’s play space.

049214
Removal of condition No. 12 attached to planning permission Ref: 043272 (3 detached dwellings) – land at Holway Road, Holywell: for Mrs. P. Jones.

No objection, provided that the removal of the condition is justified and that it is applied consistently within the community in similar circumstances.

049233
Application for prior notification of proposed demolition of concrete reservoir – Welsh Water Holywell Reservoir, Pen y Ball, Holywell: for Dwr Cymru/Welsh Water.

No objection (Prior approval not required).


118.3.
Planning Application No. 049092
The Mayor reported his concerns in respect of the approval by the County Council of the above application (Renewal of planning permission Ref 040770 - Calcot Arms) subject to conditions.   Particular reference was made to the responses of Welsh Water in respect of the original application and on the latest application.   These did not appear to take into account the ongoing drainage problems in the local area.

Members acknowledged the position as reported by the Mayor.   However, the Town Council as consultee had submitted its objections to the applications and these, together with other representations received, had been considered by the County Council before arriving at its decision.

119.
ACCOUNTS

119.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





4942
Holywell Autumn Club – Donation 

(Christmas Activities) 
 
 300.00^^
4943
Adams Consulting Engineers Ltd –

Engineer Fee – Council Offices
 540.00****





4944
British Telecom – One Bill Plus 

10/11/11 



   92.53****

4945
ScottishPower – Electricity –

Council Offices – Monthly Plan 
   40.00****




4946
British Gas Business – Gas – 

Council Offices 


 391.69**** 

4947
Viking – Photocopying paper and 

sundries



 153.77****





4948
Infotone Imaging Supplies – 

Printer Cartridge 


   52.70****

4949
Delyn Press – Rubber office stamp
   19.02****

4950
Society of Local Council Clerks – 

Annual Sub 2012


 157.00^^^^

4951
LITE – Electrical test/refurbish

Christmas displays 


 810.00^^  





4952
LITE – Co-ordination – Christmas Lights

Switch-on event 

          1,380.00^^

4953
Flint & Holywell Rotary Club – Ad

Christmas Float Programme 
             100.00^^

4954
Trinity Mirror NW – Adverts – 

Christmas Lights Event

 443.54^^

4955
NW Media Ltd – Adverts – Christmas


Lights Event



 396.00^^
4956
Festival Fireworks – Firework 


Display at switch-on event               1,000.00^^

4957
St. John Cymru – First Aid Cover 


At Switch-on Event


   60.00^^
4958
W. Bevan & Sons Ltd – Cleaning

Materials – Council Offices 

   26.43****





4959
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – November    1,300.00**

4960
D.C. Pierce – Salary – December     1,010.55*** 
4961
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses –

December



   40.00***




4962
Mrs. M. Edwards (Office Cleaner)

Wages to 10/12/11


276.00*** 





4963
HMRC (Inland Revenue) – PAYE/

National Insurance – December          527.49***




                   ________












  
                                      




        9,116.72










       ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953 

                                                            S.4





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

119.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 30 November 2011.

120.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT - NOVEMBER
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for November.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.   This included the Christmas lights switch-on; arranging pre-Christmas town centre entertainment; the awaited signage for Pen y Ball and arrangements for the Celyn Farmers Market.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received 

with thanks and that the Council’s appreciation be recorded again this year for his work with the switch-on event.

121.
FLOOD AND WATER MANAGEMENT ACT 2010



A letter was circulated from the County Council’s Head of Assets and Transportation with an update in respect of the implementation of the above legislation in Wales.

RESOLVED:

That the letter be received and noted and the Head of Assets and Transportation requested to provide a further update to the Town Council in due course regarding progress with the implementation of this Act within the County and the community of Holywell in particular.

122.
POST OFFICE LTD’S STRATEGY FOR THE FUTURE OF THE POST OFFICE NETWORK
Members had before them a letter from the Rt. Hon. David Hanson MP and the Department of Business, Innovation & Skills in reply to the Council’s earlier request for a profile for Wales on this matter.   

It was noted that whilst the programme was being developed and would be rolled out on a national basis, there was no specific profile for Wales.  Although there were pilot branches located in Wales there were none so far in the Delyn constituency.

It was felt that parts of the Department’s letter were still unclear and that further comments should be sought on specific matters.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills be further contacted via the Rt. Hon David Hanson MP to inform the Department that the Town Council remains concerned about the future of the network in general and that, with regret, it is not comforted by the latest response.

(2)
That clarification be sought regarding the nature of the “consultation within the Community Council” where a relocation of service is proposed.

(3)
That a copy of the correspondence be forwarded to County Councillor Matt Wright, Executive Member for Regeneration & Tourism, for information.

123.
HOLYWELL COMMUNITY HOSPITAL – OPERATIONAL ISSUES

Consideration was given to the letter to the Mayor from Mary Burrows, Chief Executive of the Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board, replying to the Council’s representations at its November meeting following a report about bed closures at Holywell Community Hospital.

Mrs Burrows hoped that the reply reassured the Council regarding the future importance of Holywell Hospital, and that the recent bed closures were, indeed, a temporary measure.   Should the Council have any ongoing concerns, the Board Chairman and herself would be happy to meet the Mayor and perhaps one or two other Councillors to discuss relevant issues.

RESOLVED:

That the situation be monitored and if necessary a joint meeting be arranged with the Chairman and Chief Executive of the Board with the Mayor, Councillor L. Thorley and the Clerk representing the Council.

124.
NORTH WALES POLICE – LAUNCH OF ESTATE REVIEW CONSULTATION
Consideration was given to responding to the Estate Review consultation recently launched by the Force and Police Authority.   It was noted that Holywell Police Station was one of twelve stations identified as requiring relocation.   This was a long-term plan.  None of the twelve buildings would close until suitable alternative accommodation was ready for use.

It was proposed that a Police presence would be retained in Holywell as part of the Flintshire Connects project using part of the accommodation at the former Town Hall on the High Street.   However, no details were available about the nature and extent of the services that would be provided by the Police at the new location.

RESOLVED:

That the matter be discussed again at the Council’s January meeting and that, in the meantime, the Clerk seek to obtain more information about the proposed Police service to be operated at the former Town Hall.

125.
PUBLIC FACILITIES IN HOLYWELL TOWN CENTRE
At the request of Councillor B. Scragg, consideration was given to an article that had appeared in the “Five Villages Chronicle” – Winter (December) 2011 Issue, where a Councillor not from the Holywell electoral area was suggesting the closure of the toilet block close to Pennant Surgery.

A copy of this article had been circulated with the agenda together with the Town Council’s response at its June meeting to the County Council’s consultation on the Review of the Public Convenience Service in Flintshire.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That in order to clarify the Council’s current position with regard to the public convenience service, a copy of its decision at its June meeting, be forwarded to the Editor of the “Five Villages Chronicle”.

(2)
That the Town Centre Sub-Committee be requested to consider the public convenience service in Holywell town centre at its next meeting.

126.
MATCH FUNDING SCHEME – IMPROVEMENTS TO CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS, 2012/13 

Members considered a letter from the County Council’s Principal Leisure Services Officer inviting the Town Council to put forward a play area together with a financial commitment for consideration as part of the joint improvement scheme.

The Clerk reported that the Clwyd Avenue play area was submitted by the Town Council and received County approval during the 2011/12 round (£10,000 to match fund the Town Council’s contribution).



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Council confirms its intention to participate in the match funding scheme for 2012/13 and makes a provisional allocation of £10,000 in respect of a play area to be identified within the community.

(2)
That the County Council be informed that the decision in (1) above is subject to approval by Town Council’s Finance (Budget) Committee at its next meeting.

127.
INDUCTION TRAINING FOR TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS
The Clerk circulated a letter from the County Council’s Democracy and Governance Manager regarding the Induction Training Sessions planned to follow the Town and Community Council elections on 3 May 2012.



RESOLVED:

That the proposed arrangements be noted and supported.

128.
COUNCIL PRIORITIES AND ISSUES AND IMPROVING WORK RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTY COUNCIL

Members noted that arrangements had been made for Mr. Colin Everett, Chief Executive of Flintshire County Council, to attend the next meeting of the Town Council to discuss the above matters.

129.
FLINTSHIRE REGENERATION CONFERENCE 2012
RESOLVED:

That the Mayor and Councillor R. Spain be appointed as the Council’s representatives to attend the Conference to be held at Clwyd Theatr Cymru, Mold (9am-1.30pm) on Friday 24 February, 2012.

130.
FINANCE (BUDGET) COMMITTEE MEETING 

Members noted that the Council’s Finance (Budget) Committee would be held on Tuesday 31 January, 2012 at 6.30pm.

131.
REPORTS ETC., RECEIVED

Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated* were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Welsh Government: Message regarding public meetings etc – Opt-out Organ Donation*;

(b)
Welsh Government Consultation – Fire and Rescue National Framework 2012;

(c)
Welsh Government: Consultation – Local Government Byelaws (Wales) Bill;

(d)
Flintshire County Council: Your Community Your Council – December 2011;

(e)
RWE nPower Renewables: Wind Power News – North Wales Offshore Wind Farm update – Winter 2011*;

(f)
Cogent Research: Public consultation on behalf of Gwynt y Mor Offshore Wind Farm*;


(g)
Transition Holywell & District: GoodNewsletter – Winter 2011-12*;


(h)
Holywell Autumn Club: Letter of appreciation*

132.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 



None received.

133.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 – EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS



RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items (Minutes 133.1 and 133.2 – contractual issues - under the provision of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended.

133.1.
Minutes of the Council Offices Sub-Committee held on 1 December 2011
Councillor J. Griffiths, Chairman of the Council Offices Sub-Committee, reported on the background to the issues covered at the meeting and explained the reasons for the recommendations now put forward to the Council.



RESOLVED:

That the resolutions of the Council Offices Sub-Cttee. at the above meeting be supported/approved.


133.2.
Holywell Town Centre Management
Councillor E.B. Palmer, Chairman of the Town Centre Sub-Committee, reported receipt of a letter from Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, giving notice that he would be terminating his monthly consultancy services to the Council as of 30 June, 2012 or at an earlier date if required by the Council.

Members paid tribute to the work carried out by Mr. Roberts for the Authority over many years.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Sub-Committee be requested to consider future arrangements for Holywell Town Centre Management at its next meeting.

134.
CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.25pm.   He thanked everyone for their support in 2011 and wished a Happy Christmas and a successful year ahead to all.

 ……………………………..



       Mayor

