HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 19 February 2008.

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor E.B. Palmer, (Mayor).
Councillors:  P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin,

Mrs. E. Humphreys, P. Jones,  B.P. Lambert, G.I. Lloyd, J. Neen, 

D.R. Wilkes, A.D. Williams and P.A. York.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors S.R. Baker, J. Griffiths, D.W. Jones, H.G. Roberts and R.A. Roberts.


IN ATTENDANCE:  J.A. Jones (Clerk), M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager).

103.
MAYOR’S REMARKS
The Mayor welcomed the opening of the new Tesco store in Holywell but expressed disappointment that there had been no official invitation to the Town Council.

He referred to the impending retirement of the Clerk and thanked him for his service to the Council.   The Mayor advised that four tickets had been received to a Flintshire Fair Trade Coffee Event to be held at Ysgol Gwenffrwd on 6 March 2008 at 7 pm and were available to any Members wishing to attend.

He reminded Members that his Charity Evening was being held at Bagillt Community Centre on Saturday 1 March and tickets were available.

104.
MINUTES 


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following meetings be approved as correct records:





Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15 January 2008 





Finance Meeting held on Tuesday 5 February 2008 

Town Centre Sub-Committee held on Wednesday 6 February 2008 

105.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

044049
Demolition of existing Church Hall, erection of 3 blocks of 6 apartments (18 total) and extension to existing dwelling – The Old Church Hall/The Close, Well Street, Holywell




Deferred
044143
Siting of caravan for non-permanent occupancy (10 months max) – Longchase Farm, Sundawn Avenue, Holywell

Objection to this application as it does not comply with planning policy

044245
Erection of various illuminated and non-illuminated signage on the building and around the car park – Tesco, Ffordd St. Gregoire, Holywell

No objections provided the Conservation Officer was happy with the proposal.

044428
Outline – erection of a detached 3 bedroom dwelling – Hafod, Old Chester Road, Holywell

No objection provided the development was in keeping with the surrounding area

044450
Erection of a single storey extension to side elevation to provide a bathroom – Vron Lodge, Penyball, Holywell




No objections
044458
Erection of a single storey side extension to form garage – 82 Wood Lane, Penymaes, Holywell

No objections provided the proposal complies with planning policy

044471
Demolition of existing chapel and the erection of a pair of semi-detached dwellings and one detached dwelling – Alpha Chapel, Greenfield Road, Greenfield

Objection to this proposal as Members consider that the chapel building should be retained and conserved.   They consider that the proposal is out of character with the area and would constitute over-development of the site.   They further considered that the development would lead onto a very busy road and increase traffic danger.   Concern was also expressed regarding the dangerous condition of the building which was open to public access and requested that it be fenced off.

044488
Renovations to front elevation, renewal of shop window, new rear access walkway/steps and minor internal alterations – Flat 61, High Street, Holywell




Welcomed
044550
Erection of maintenance garage, office and parking area for transport service trading as ‘Townlynx’, Plot 72, Greenfield Business Park 2Ba, Greenfield




Welcomed
044562
Erection of two-storey extension – 62 Penymaes Road, Holywell

No objections provided there would be no detriment to the visual amenity of neighbouring properties

044390
Outline – erection of 20 No. terraced townhouses – Holywell Cottage Hospital, Penymaes Road, Holywell




Deferred
106.
ACCOUNTS

106.1.
Accounts for Payment


RESOLVED:





That the following accounts be passed for payment:-





Voucher










  4071
BT Payment Services Ltd – 710835
  68.33****




  4072
BT Payment Services Ltd – 711757
106.12****
4073
North Wales Association of Town 

Councils – Subsistence 

  37.50*




  4074
Medwyn Roberts – Engraving 
  10.40*^^^




  4075
Mrs. M. Edwards – wages to 

26/01/08



180.96***





  4076
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management

         1,300.00***



  4077
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial 






Expenses – February 


  39.00***




  4078
J.A. Jones – Salary – February        1,348.17***





  4079
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat. Ins –






February 



851.96***





  4080
Impact Communications – Holywell







Business News 


500.00^^




  4081
The Good Companions of Holywell






Hospital – Donation

         1,000.00**





  4082
Delyn Women’s Aid – Donation
 100.00**




  4083
The Samaritans – Donation

   50.00**





  4084
Holywell & District Neighbourhood







Watch – Donation

 
 150.00**





  4085
North Wales Veterans Group
-






Donation



   50.00**





  4086
Flintshire Citizens Advice Bureaux –






Donation


           1,000.00**




  4087
BT Payment Services Ltd – 

36292204  


             123.33****










          6,915.77                   
Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143, 111





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140, 111





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S19





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142

106.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda.


106.3
Budget Report 



Members received the budget report circulated with the agenda.

107.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT
Members received the Town Centre Manager’s report for January and he responded to several queries raised by Members.  Members welcomed the news that a start was being made on the much overdue new car park at Halkyn Road.   They also welcomed the Flintshire Business Information Guide relating to Holywell Town Centre.  Concern was expressed regarding window grills on certain shops whilst they were still open for business.   Reference was made to the need for direction signs to the High Street, Greenfield Valley, Holy Well etc following the Tesco development.

108.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY SUMMER PLAYSCHEME PROGRAMME 2008 

Members considered a letter from the Head of Leisure Services, Flintshire County Council requesting the Council to support the County Summer Playscheme Programme for 2008 and were advised that there would be schemes at Holywell High School, Meadowbank, Holway and Greenfield Play Area.

Members were further advised that the cost of the scheme to the Town Council would be £3,936.18.   It was noted that sufficient funding had been identified in the Council’s budget for 2008/9.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Council agree to support the 

County Playscheme Programme in 2008/9
With a donation of £3,936.18.

109.
THE HOLYWELL BAND 

Councillor B.P. Lambert, as the representative for the Holywell Band advised Members that the Band were having to leave their current accommodation at Lluesty Hospital in mid March.   The Clerk advised that this was also a problem for St. John Ambulance Holywell Group.   Members identified several possibilities for new accommodation including the former Textile Mill which was currently being renovated and should be ready in the near future.   Other possibilities mentioned were Holywell High School, the new Church in Coleshill Street and the Registry Office.   Members also suggested that it may be possible to offer temporary accommodation in the Town Council offices.   Councillor Lambert thanked Members for their suggestions which he would pass on to the Band.
110.
HALKYN MOUNTAIN COMMON STRATEGY
Members considered a letter from Parkin Heritage and Tourism advising that the firm of Countryside Consultants had been appointed by Cadwyn Clwyd, Rural Development Agency to look at the long-term management and future of Halkyn Mountain Common for the benefit of people and wildlife.  Mr. Parkin offered to attend a meeting of the Council to discuss the project and seek Members’ views.



RESOLVED:

That Parkin Heritage and Tourism be invited 

to a future meeting.

111.
HALKYN STREET/ROAD – SPEEDING AND CAR PARKING 

Councillor Mrs. K. Davies reported that the governors of Perth y Terfyn Infants’ School and Ysgol-y-Fron were extremely concerned with the speed of cars travelling past the schools on Halkyn Street/Road.  They considered that this problem would be considerably worse with increased traffic to the new hospital and new car park in Halkyn Road.   Whilst governors appreciated that new traffic lights might slow cars down there was the possibility that some cars would increase speed to “beat” the lights.   Councillor Davies requested Members to consider pressing for flashing 20mph school signs.

Councillor P.J. Curtis supported Councillor Mrs. K. Davies but requested that consideration be given to similar installation in Whitford Street adjacent to Ysgol Gwenffrwd and St. Winefride’s School.

Several Members spoke in support of the requests and it was suggested that the Police need to be approached initially to monitor the road.  Members were advised that the Traffic Warden had indicated that he would monitor the car parking situation but will initially have a seven day warning period.

Members were also advised that flashing lights were 30mph not 20mph until new legislation was brought out.

RESOLVED:
That the provision of appropriate signs be pursued 

with the relevant authorities.

112.
STREET LIGHTING 

Councillor D.R. Wilkes advised that members of the public had requested a new street light on School Lane, Greenfield, adjacent to the Community Centre, near the pedestrian access to the Centre.   He advised that the area was very dark and a new light would also help users of the Community Centre.



RESOLVED:
That the Clerk obtain a quotation for a new street lighting and report back to a future meeting.

113.
HANDRAIL – BRYN CELYN 

Councillor D.R. Wilkes advised that the residents of Bryn Celyn had requested the provision of a handrail to the footpath in Bryn Celyn.   He added that there had been a handrail in the past but it had fallen into disrepair and no-one wanted to take ownership of the provision.   In the circumstances, the Bryn Celyn Residents Association were willing to provide the handrail as a Community Project provided they could obtain a contribution from the Town Council towards the project.
RESOLVED: 



That the Council support the project, in principle.

114.
RISK MANAGEMENT 



Members received a Risk Assessment report proposed by the Clerk.

115.
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 

Members considered a report from the Clerk, circulated with the agenda, indicating that the Public Services Ombudsman had advised that it was necessary for Town and Community Councils to establish a complaints procedure.   The Clerk had prepared a Complaints Procedure based on advice issued by One Voice Wales and this had also been circulated with the agenda.



RESOLVED: 

That the Complaints Procedure circulated with 

the agenda be adopted.

116.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLI AND PRESS 



RESOLVED: 
That, in view of the confidential nature of the matter to be determined, the press and public be excluded for agenda items Nod. 12 and 13 – Applications for Financial Assistance and Appointment of Clerk of the Council.

117.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Members considered applications for financial assistance from Gŵyl Cadi Ha Festival and the Estuary Voluntary Car Scheme.



RESOLVED: 





That the following donations be made:-










  £





Gŵyl Cadi Ha Festival

500





The Estuary Voluntary Car Scheme
600

118.
APPOINTMENT OF CLERK OF THE COUNCIL 

Councillor Mrs. K. Davies referred to the Clerk’s resignation on retirement grounds on 30 June 2008 and the need to put a procedure in place for appointing a new Clerk to start on 1 May 2008.   She suggested a timetable and also a draft advertisement for insertion into the Daily Post, Flintshire Evening Leader and the Chester Chronicle and also placed at any other suitable outlets such as Flintshire County Council Staff Notice Boards.  She also suggested that the post title be changed to Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer which was the current trend.



RESOLVED: 

(1)
That the post be re-named Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.





(2)
That the post be advertised immediately.

……………………………….. 

Mayor
