HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 16 February 2010 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin (Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, J. Griffiths, 

J.M. Johnson, M. Mills, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts, B. Scragg, L. Thorley, Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and P.A. York.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors 

Mrs. M. Jabbitt, B.P. Lambert, K. Roberts and R. Spain.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) for minutes 160 to 166.

160.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The following declaration of personal interest was made and the relevant form completed for despatch to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.

Councillor

Agenda Item
E.B. Palmer

6.1. Planning Application No. 047033



Existence/Nature of Personal Interest


Property next door to his business.

(Note: Councillor Palmer also declared a prejudicial interest in the above application and left the Council Chamber for the discussion and voting).

161.
MAYOR’S REMARKS

The Mayor welcomed Councillor M. Mills to the meeting following his wife’s recent passing and extended the Council’s deepest sympathies to him.

The Mayor reminded everyone about the arrangements that were in hand via the Clerk for a dedication service for the Council’s two new flags at St. James’s Parish Church, Holywell at 10am on Saturday 27 February, as well as for the procession afterwards from the lower end of the High Street to the Old Town Hall to see the flags being put up to replace the old ones.   Representatives of local organisations had been informed of the event and the Holywell Band was also intending to provide support.

The Deputy Mayor added that he had represented the Mayor at an award ceremony where pharmaceutical and biotech group Excelsyn Ltd of Holywell was presented with the Queen’s Award for Enterprise, in the International Trade category, in recognition of a trebling of the company’s export earnings.

162.
MINUTES 



RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following meetings be respectively approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor and the Chairman of the relevant Committee/Sub-Committee.

Council Meeting held on 19 January 2010;

Town Centre Sub-Committee held on 28 January 2010;

Finance Committee held on 2 February 2010.

163.
MATTERS REFERRED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL ARISING FROM THE TOWN CENTRE SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 28 JANUARY 2010

163.1.
Traffic Warden Scheme – Annual Report 2009 (Minute TC13)

At the request of the Chairman of the Sub-Committee, consideration was given to the question of whether Resolution 2 of the above minute (to ascertain the number of fixed penalty notices – Holywell, that had been paid and the total income generated) should be implemented.

Consideration was also given to a request made to the Traffic Warden for Tudor Close (off  Pen y Ball Street, opposite North Road) to be included in his patrols.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That no action be taken in respect of Resolution 2 to minute TC13 of the Town Centre Sub-Committee.

(2)
That the Traffic Warden continue to use his discretion on what is an appropriate level of enforcement for the area referred to after taking into account the workload within his existing priority patrol areas and the circumstances which give rise to a complaint.


163.2.
Review of the Town Council’s Website (minute TC16)

Members had been circulated a copy of the revised Draft Specification/Tender Document for the Town Council’s new website, for consideration.   A Member raised a number of issues which he felt required further clarification or possible amendment.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Clerk further discuss the issues raised with the Member concerned and Mr. Oli Rhys of Flintshire County Council who had assisted in the preparation of the Draft Document.

(2)
That the outcome of (1) above be reported to the Town Centre Sub-Committee which shall be authorised to action arrangements to tender, to deal with short listing and interviews following receipt of tenders and to recommend the appointment of a provider of the Town Council’s new website.

164.
PLANNING

164.1.
New Planning Applications 

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal
047033
Listed Building Application – Erection of hood awning to side entrance, demolition of outbuilding (in retrospect) and display of advertisements on existing hoardings – Victoria Hotel, High Street, Holywell

No objection. 

047107
Erection of extension at rear of dwelling – 20 Rayon Road, Greenfield, Holywell

No objection, subject to compliance with planning policies and no detriment to the visual amenities of neighbouring properties.

047117
Construction of new single storey 10 bed care home and associated car park, landscaping and boundary fencing (masonry construction in facing brickwork and render with a pitch tiled roof) Holywell Cottage Hospital, Pen y Maes Road, Holywell 

No objection in principle.   If the application is approved, the Town Council’s support is confirmed for the request of The Good Companions of Holywell Hospital to have the original building plaque incorporated into the new build or installed at an appropriate site in the hospital grounds.

(Note:  Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above three applications).

165.
ACCOUNTS

165.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That the payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken beforehand in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





  4528
Flintshire County Council – Flags 

Assist – Remembrance Sunday
100.00**





  4529
Chubb Electronic Security Ltd –






Call-out/Operator error

104.87****

  4530
LITE – Christmas Lights installing,

dismantling, store etc
                    14084.73^^





  4531
LITE – Christmas Lights - 

Conservation req/related costs          9670.25^^





  4532
Scottish Power – Electricity – 






Council Offices


108.28****





  4533
Impact Communications – Holywell 

Business News Winter 09/10

500.00^^





  4534
Holywell Town Junior Football

Club – Donation 


350.00^^

  4535
Hardy Plant Society (Clwyd Group)

Donation 



  35.00^^





  4536
Holywell & District Neighbourhood 

Watch – Donation 


175.00^^





  4537
Gwyl Cadi Ha Treffynnon/Holywell –

Donation



500.00^^





  4538
Holywell Twinning Association –

Donation



500.00^^





  4539
Holywell & District Walkers are 

Welcome Committee – Donation
100.00**





  4540
D.C. Pierce – Salary – February         950.90*** 




  4541
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses 






February  



  40.00***




  4542
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 

6/2/10 




242.20***




  4543
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat. Ins. –






February  



 473.39***




  4544
Impact Communications – Town 

Centre Management – January          1300.00**










         ________


  
                                      



         29234.62










         ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

165.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 31 January 2010.

166.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – JANUARY 
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for January.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.

The Winter 09/10 issue of the Holywell Business News had been printed and mailed out in early January to all town centre businesses and the head of regional offices of those places which are branches of large organisations.

In response to Members’ questions, he reported that he had received a number of enquiries regarding the former Woolworths Store on the High Street but he was not aware of any moves to occupy the premises arising from the earlier expressed interest.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

(Note: Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, left the meeting at this point).

167.
TESCO STORE, HOLYWELL – MANAGEMENT OF CAR PARK DURING RECENT SNOW AND ICY WEATHER


RESOLVED:

That the letter from the Store Manager responding to the Council’s expressed concerns be received.

168.
REVIEW OF ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS – DRAFT PROPOSALS FOR THE COUNTY OF FLINTSHIRE
The draft proposals from the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales were discussed, extracts from the Commission’s report having been circulated to Members beforehand.   The deadline for submitting representations was 30 March 2010.

The proposals included decreasing the size of the County Council from 70 Councillors to 60 and merging communities and areas to make new electoral divisions.   In the Town Council’s area, it was proposed that Greenfield (1), Holywell Central (1), Holywell East (1) and Holywell West (1) would become one electoral division, to be known as ‘Holywell’, represented by three Councillors.   This would mean a reduction of one Councillor.

Members expressed deep concern at the proposals and the basis on which they had been made.



RESOLVED:

That the four County/Town Councillors together with Councillors J. Griffiths, B. Scragg, P.A. York and the Clerk be authorised to formulate a suitable submission on behalf of the Town Council in respect of the draft proposals, taking into account the concerns expressed at the meeting.

169.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY SUMMER PLAYSCHEME PROGRAMME 2010 

Consideration was given to participating in this year’s programme.  Proposed costings for the total scheme within the Holywell community amounted to £4,215 (£4,067 in 2009/10) for which budget provision had been made.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Council agree to support the programme again this year.

170.
PURCHASING GRIT – SALT BINS FOR UNADOPTED AREAS 



Consideration was given to this matter at the Mayor’s request. 

The Clerk reported that the County Council’s Winter Maintenance Service was being reviewed.   As part of this review, it was intended to contact Community and Town Councils for their comments in respect of future arrangements.



RESOLVED:

That the matter be deferred pending the County Council’s consultation on its Winter Maintenance Service.

171.
FOOTBALL PITCH AT THE FORMER ARQUEST SITE, GREENFIELD – PROGRESS REPORT



This item had been placed on the agenda at the Mayor’s request.

The Clerk reported that the premises/site were sold in early January.   The County Council’s Head of Planning Policy had been keeping a “watching brief” on the situation.   The Receiver had confirmed that the Town Council’s interest in the football field had been passed on to the new owners.



RESOLVED:

That subject to receiving confirmation from the County’s Head of Planning Policy about the ownership arrangements, the Clerk write to the new owners in connection with the Town Council’s continuing interest in the football field and to invite their comments.

172.
REVIEW OF COUNCILLORS’ ALLOWANCES REGULATIONS 

Consideration was given to the circulated policy consultation from the Welsh Assembly Government seeking views on the need to review the regulations on allowances for Members of Community and Town Councils and the possible content of any revised regulations.   The deadline for replies was 11 June 2010.



RESOLVED:

That Councillors J. Griffiths and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks, together with the Clerk, consider the Consultation Questionnaire and report back to the next appropriate meeting of the Council.

173.
RISK MANAGEMENT
The Council’s Annual Risk Management Schedule, prepared by the Clerk, was considered.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Schedule dated 16 February 2010 be approved.

(2)
That, in future, the Council’s Risk Management arrangements be channelled through the Audit Sub-Committee in the first instance.

174.
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 

The Council’s Complaints Procedure was reviewed.  The Clerk reported that in the year to date (2009/10) no formal complaints had been received about the Council’s action or lack of action or about the standard of its services, which required the procedure to be activated.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the position be noted and that the Complaints Procedure, as submitted (Ref 17 February 2009 Rev 1) be approved.

(2)
That the Clerk ensures that the independence and fairness of the process is maintained at all times.

175.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a) 
Want to Complain about a Public Body? – You and the Ombudsman*;

(b)
Community Profile for St. Winefride’s Chapel and Holy Well – February 2008 – CADW Publication*;

(c) 
Appointments to Community Health Councils – Notice regarding applications*;

(d)
Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils held on 29 January 2010;

(e)
Screening for Life: The Newsletter of Screening Services – Autumn/Winter 2009, Issue 5;

(f)
Nightingale House Hospice Newsletter 2010.

176.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
Councillors Mrs. K. Davies and B. Scragg who had, together with the Clerk, attended the recent quarterly meeting of the North Wales Association of Larger Town and Community Councils, gave a summary of the main issues discussed.   

These had included a discussion regarding the windfarm transportation problems in mid/North Wales and progress with regard to a North-South Wales road link.  The meeting had also dispersed into four groups to discuss individual topics and each group reported back with the themes discussed.  

Further information about the meeting was available, if required, from the Clerk.

177.
CLOSE OF MEETING

RESOLVED:



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.20 pm.

……………………………..

Mayor

