HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 20 January 2009 at 6.30pm.

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor J. Griffiths (Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, 

Mrs. M. Jabbitt, J. Johnson, M. Mills, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts (for Minutes 149 to 152), K. Roberts, B. Scragg, R. Spain, L. Thorley, Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and P.A. York.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor B.P. Lambert.  

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager).

149.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST : MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT

The following declarations of personal interest were made and the relevant forms completed for despatch to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.



Councillor

Agenda Item


R. Spain

3 - Sewer Overload Problems : Greenfield



Existence/Nature of Personal Interest:



Lived in area affected by the sewer problems.



Councillor

Agenda Item


E.B. Palmer

7.1. - Planning Application 045742

Existence/Nature of Personal Interest:



Application related to property next door to his business.



Councillor

Agenda Item


P. York

7.1. - Planning Application 045822

Existence/Nature of Personal Interest:



Family interest in adjoining property.

Councillor R. Spain also declared a prejudicial interest in the following item (minute150) and left the Council Chamber for the discussion and voting.

150.
SEWER OVERLOAD PROBLEMS - GREENFIELD AREA 

At the Town Council’s request, Mr. Peter Frome (Sewerage Network Manager - Wales) and Mr. David Beal (Sewerage Performance Manager - North Wales) from Welsh Water; and Mr. John Coles (Environmental Health Officer) from Flintshire County Council, were in attendance for this item.

Councillor B. Scragg gave a summary of the background to the long standing problems and reported on the site meetings held earlier in the day with Welsh Water and County Council officers and a representative of Daniel Contractors.   The Town Council had been represented by the Mayor, Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin and himself.   

The meeting had been productive and covered a relatively wide area including Greenfield Road and Rayon Road in particular.   All relevant issues had been discussed.

Welsh Water officers acknowledged that there was a clear overloading issue and undertook to carry out an investigation/survey into the reported problem(s).   It was stressed that using the published telephone contact No. 0800 0853968 to report problems would help to identify these at an early stage and prompt early investigations and appropriate remedial work where necessary.

The Town Council was informed of the advisory role of Welsh Water with planning applications and given an explanation of its Surface Water Management Strategy (copy of an information leaflet was circulated for the attention of Members).   This involved raising awareness and working together with relevant organisations to achieve solutions.

The question and answer session which followed highlighted Members’ concerns, to which an assurance was received about work that was scheduled over the following week to provide information to help resolve outstanding issues.   It was noted that a Rayon Road Residents’ meeting was also scheduled before the end of the month.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Council’s thanks be extended to the officer representatives of Welsh Water and Flintshire County Council attending the Council Meeting and that Welsh Water be requested to ensure that the Town Council is kept informed of developments concerning the issues raised.

151.
MAYOR’S REMARKS 

The Mayor hoped that all Members had enjoyed Christmas and wished everyone a Happy New Year.

He referred to a letter of thanks received from the Holywell Autumn Club following the Council’s support towards their Christmas activities.

The Mayor had attended Greenfield Community Centre on 20 December and had enjoyed the pantomime by the Ghetto Drama Group.   He had visited Mr and Mrs. C. Jones of Strand Close on Boxing Day to congratulate them on their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.

He referred to the importance of supporting the ‘Walkers are Welcome’ Initiative.  The next meeting (chaired by the Town Centre Manager) would be held on Tuesday 10 February, at the Council’s Offices at 3.30p.m.

The Mayor paid tribute to Councillor Mrs. K. Davies who had stepped down at the end of 2008 from her duties as a Justice of the Peace, after 18 years valued service.

Members were reminded of the date set for the Council’s Finance Committee (Precept Meeting - Tuesday 3 February 2009 at 6.30pm).

The contributions collected from Members in lieu of Christmas cards now amounted to £80 and the Mayor invited suggestions as to Members’ preference(s) for distribution.



RESOLVED:

That the annual amount collected in lieu of Christmas Cards be donated to a charity of the Mayor’s choice.

152.
MINUTES

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following 

meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by 

the Mayor:

Council Meeting held on 16 December 2008 

Town Centre Sub-Committee held on 14 January 2009 

The Mayor referred to minute TC13 : Resolution (5) of the Town Centre Sub-Committee meeting and reported on the Sub-Committee Member preferences received on the layout of the proposed design of the signage/notice boards.

RESOLVED:

That the following additional suggestions be referred to Flintshire County Council’s Regeneration Officers for consideration when preparing the final layout of the signage/notice boards:-

· Historic Holywell
(i)
Change “Town Hall” to read “Old Town Hall” with new photograph including Clock.

(ii)
New photograph of Pilgrim’s Rest showing property name-board.

· Central Map 

(i)
Include colour coded map showing toilets (WC), Hospital (H), Post Office (PO), Library (Lib), Council Offices (CO).

(ii)
Area covered by map to be reviewed by the Town Centre Manager.

· Attractions 

(i)
New photograph of Leisure Centre to provide view from Panton Place (through Memorial Gates) if possible.

(ii)
New photograph for Fron Park.

(iii)
Reference to “Greenfield Valley” to be amended to read “Entrance to the Greenfield Valley”.  New photograph (from Tesco end).

(iv)
Gwyl Cadi Ha to be included.

· Shopping
(i)
New photographs to cover the Top/Middle/Lower end of the town, including Tower Gardens and market stalls.

· Signboards/Notice Boards
(i)
That the preferred size be approximately 6’ x 2’6” (portrait design).

· Generally 

(i)
That the Mayor, together with the Clerk and the Town Centre Manager be authorised to agree the content and format of the boards with the County Council having regard to the Town Council’s guidelines.

(Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts left the meeting at this point).

153.
CONFIRMATION OF REVISED STANDING ORDER 29(d)
As requested at the December meeting, a further copy of the Council’s Standing Orders was circulated to all Members.

As required under Standing Order No. 80, revised Standing Order No. 29(d) (minute 134(1)) was referred to the Council for confirmation.



RESOLVED:

That revised Standing Order No. 29(d) as recorded in minute 134(1) be confirmed.

154.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 


154.1.
New Applications 

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation policy.   

A copy of Flintshire County Council’s Information Notice on “How to Comment on a Planning Application” was circulated to all Members.

RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority:

No

Proposal
045522
Outline - Part 2-storey and part 3-storey development of two bedroom apartments with associated car parking - Llwyn Onn, Halkyn Road, Holywell

Objection on grounds of:

(1)
impact on residential amenity and character of the area as a result of the 21 No. apartments proposed which it appears would also be overlooking an Infants School;

(2)
impact on highway safety, despite the proposed access from Fron Park Road.

Members’ concerns were also expressed about future capacity for adequate drainage/sewers system etc in the area generally arising from the proposal.

045742
Replacement of front door of dwelling within the Holywell conservation area - 5 Brynford Street, Holywell

No objection provided the proposal complies with conservation area policies.

045780
Single storey extension to rear of the dwelling - 36 Nant Eos, Holywell

No objection provided the proposal complies with planning policy.
045819
Renewal of planning permission ref 44225 to allow change of use to parking and operating one only chauffeur/private hire vehicle - Abbey Lodge, Greenfield Road, Greenfield

No objection.

045822
Erection of a bungalow - land at former Canton Garage, Bagillt Road, Bagillt

Objection on grounds of:

(1)
unsuitability of the land for development;

(2)
impact of location on highway safety;

(3)
potential drainage/flooding problems.

045848
Erection of 4 No. dwellings - land north east of Garmon, Greenfield Road, Holywell

Objection on grounds that the land is deemed to be a public open space and outside the settlement boundary of the UDP/contrary to planning policy.

045897
Proposed single storey side extension - 14 Wedgewood Heights, Holywell (re-submission).

Supported.

154.2.
Notice of Planning Local Inquiry - Appeal - Land at Dollar Park, Holywell - Planning Application Ref 043412

Members noted that the above Inquiry relating to planning permission for a travellers’ site had started earlier that day at Penbryn Chapel, Whitford Street, Holywell.

Councillors S.R. Baker and P.J. Curtis reported on their attendance.  The Inquiry was expected to last 3-4 days.   The Council had previously submitted its written representations in the matter.

RESOLVED:



That the position be noted.

155.
ACCOUNTS

155.1.
Accounts for Payment


RESOLVED:

That the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:-





Voucher




    £





  4285
Welsh Water - Water Rates (metered)

13/6/08 - 4/12/08

             819.94****



 

  4286
Flintshire County Council - Summer

Playschemes 2008

          3,936.18^^^*





  4287  Ideal Cleaning Repairs - Portable 

Appliance Tests - Office

   70.44****





  4288
Emma’s Country Choice - Flowers

(Minute No. 131(3))


   28.99^





  4289
Viking Direct - Photocopying paper/

Stationery 



   89.19****




  4290
D.C. Pierce - Travelling 1/12/08 -






12/12/08



   32.00*** 





  4291
D.C. Pierce - Reimbursement of






Postages 24/6/08-31/12/08

 104.10^





  4292
Impact Communications - Town 






Centre Management - December      1,300.00**




  4293
Mrs. M. Edwards - Wages to 3/1/09    195.01***




  4294
D.C. Pierce - Salary - January  
 888.87***




  4295
Mrs. M. Reed - Secretarial Expenses - 






January 


               40.00***





  4296
Inland Revenue - PAYE/Nat. Ins. -






January 


             483.59***





  




          7,988.31__

Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983, S.34


155.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, recording income between 10 December and 31 December 2008.

156.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT - DECEMBER
The Town Centre Manager’s report for December was circulated to Members.   

The report referred to actions following those mentioned at the December Council meeting and gave an update regarding, among other things, “Walkers are Welcome” and the footfall counting carried out on behalf of Flintshire County Council.

The Town Centre Manager added that he had received enquiries about the currently empty Woolworths and Victoria Hotel premises.

RESOLVED:

That the report be received with thanks.

157.
ALLOTMENTS 

Consideration was given to the letter from Flintshire County Council’s Head of Leisure Services replying to the Town Council’s earlier representations about the provision of allotments.

The Head of Leisure reported on ongoing work designed to re-establish the availability of allotment sites for rent in Flint by Spring 2009.   Following that, the County Council could explore the possibility of further development of allotment sites elsewhere once it had achieved a full “take-up”.



RESOLVED:

That the position be noted and welcomed and that the attention of the Head of Leisure Services be drawn to the already identified demand for allotments in the Holywell/Greenfield areas together with the potential allotment sites notified to them, and that a request be made for the County Council to consider giving priority to these areas as part of the further development of allotments within the County.

158.
ESTABLISHING THE NEW NHS IN WALES 

Members had before them a summary of the second Consultation Paper containing details of the next stage in the proposed reform of the NHS in Wales.

Reference was made to the imminent review of the Community Health Councils in Wales and that there was insufficient information on which to make a meaningful response at the present time.



RESOLVED:

That the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Council in February.

159.
SURPLUS LAND CLOSE TO THE FORMER LLUESTY HOSPITAL, HOLYWELL

The above land, close to houses and the former Lluesty Hospital, comprising just over an acre of woodland, was currently in the ownership of the NHS and was surplus to requirements.   The NHS (via the Welsh Assembly Government) was prepared to transfer ownership of the land “free of charge” to any organisation that would be prepared to look after it.

It was understood that Communities First may be interested in owning and/or managing the land.   The Town Centre Manager updated Members with regard to the background to the offer, indicating that an informal joint site meeting had taken place with the Communities First Co-ordinator regarding its use as a community facility and nature reserve.
RESOLVED:

That the Town Council express its interest in the offer, subject to the management arrangements being undertaken by Communities First.

160.
NAMING OF DEVELOPMENT ON LAND AT 1 PEN –Y-MAES ROAD, HOLYWELL


RESOLVED:

That the Council supports the proposed name of “Gwenllys” for the above development.

161.
UNSTABLE GRAVESTONES - GREENFIELD CEMETERY


This item had been placed on the agenda by Councillor B. Scragg.

Councillor Scragg expressed his concern about the wholly insensitive way gravestones in Greenfield Cemetery had been marked for repair.   It was felt that in most cases the cost of the work done by the County Council was probably more than the cost of the repairs themselves.

The Member appreciated that significant risks presented by unstable gravestones should be properly managed, having regard to the statutory requirements placed on the Burial Authority.   However, it was considered that this should be done, keeping in mind the need to develop proportionate and sensitive arrangements that allowed for remedial work to be undertaken without causing unnecessary distress to bereaved families.



RESOLVED:

That the comments made be supported and that the County Council be asked to consider reviewing, where appropriate, its present arrangements relating to memorial safety.

162.
ADDITIONAL LIGHTING REQUIREMENT ON SCHOOL LANE, GREENFIELD - UPDATE
This item had been placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin.

It was reported that the provision of additional lighting was now proposed by the County Council for School Lane, which would satisfy the earlier expressed requirement.



RESOLVED:





That the position be noted.

163.
FOOTBALL PITCH AT THE FORMER ARQUEST SITE, GREENFIELD - UPDATE
In response to this item, placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin, it was reported that the Administrators had indicated that an offer for the entire property was imminent.   Any expression of interest in the football pitch was being held on file and would be made available to the eventual purchaser, for consideration.



RESOLVED:





That the position be noted.

164.
PLACING OF MEMORIAL SEAT AT THE BOTTOM OF WELL HILL IN MEMORY OF LEE PALMER 

This item had been placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin.

Consideration was given to the above request from the family of the late Lee Palmer.   A plan was circulated showing the proposed location, in the car park opposite the Textile Mill Shop.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That, subject to confirmation with the family regarding the site agreed, the Council support the request for the provision of a suitable seat and a small plaque.

(2)
That, if required, the Town Council provide assistance to the family in its discussions with the County Council, including obtaining clarification regarding insurance and future maintenance arrangements.

165.
REPORTS ETC RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and were available for perusal, from the Clerk:


(a)
Flintshire County Council Summer Playscheme Programme 2008.

(b)
2480 (Holywell) Air Training Corps Newsletter : Issue 1, December 2008.


(c)
Flintshire Citizens Advice Bureaux Newsletter No. 1, Autumn 2008.

In addition to the above, copies of which had also been circulated to Members, the Mayor reported receipt of the following items:

(d)
Friends of Flintshire Citizens Advice Bureau  Newsletter 2, October 2008.

(e)
Walkabout Wrexham and Flintshire - Update from the Walkabout 


Team about this flagship walking initiative.



RESOLVED:

That in respect of (b) above, the Air Cadets be congratulated on their hard work in producing their first Newsletter.

166.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 

Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt reported that she had received short notice to attend a meeting of the Holywell Town Band and therefore had been unable 

to attend the meeting.

A letter was read out from the Chairman of the Greenfield Valley Trust Ltd (which managed the Heritage Park and Museum in Greenfield).   The Trust had resolved, with regret, to terminate all links with the “Friends of the Greenfield Valley Association” (FoGVA).  This decision was arrived at following a period of difficult communication between the Trust and the FoGVA.

(The meeting ended at 9.05 pm).

……………………………….

Mayor 

