HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 21 July 2009 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs R. Dolphin (Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, J. Griffiths, Mrs. M. Jabbitt, 

J.M. Johnson, M. Mills, H.G. Roberts, K. Roberts, B. Scragg, L. Thorley and P.A. York.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Mrs. K. Davies, B.P. Lambert, E.B. Palmer, R. Spain and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager, for minutes 36 to 43).

36.
BEST WISHES 

Members were informed that Councillor Mrs. K. Davies had not been well recently.  The Clerk was asked to forward Members’ best wishes to her.   It was hoped that she would be feeling better soon.

37.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST : MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT 

The following declarations of personal interest were made and the relevant forms completed for despatch to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.



Councillor


Agenda Item
P.J. Curtis


8.7(b) – Application for Financial 




Assistance

Existence/Nature of Personal Interest
Vice-Chair of Communities First

Mrs. M. Jabbitt

8.7(b) – Application for Financial




Assistance

Existence/Nature of Personal Interest
Member of Transition Holywell and District

38.
MAYOR’S REMARKS 

The Mayor reported her attendance on 28 June at the Civic Service of Flintshire County Council’s Chairman.   There followed an informal attendance, following invitation, at a meeting of the Holywell Chamber of Commerce.   She praised the hard work of The Good Companions of Holywell Hospital, who’s Charity Garden Fete she had enjoyed on 4 July in the Hospital car park area.   The amount collected, of about £3000, was a really good result for the event.

The Mayor’s own Civic Sunday had been held on 12 July and the Mayor thanked Members for their support in making in an enjoyable and successful occasion.   Particular mention was made to the help received from Councillor Mrs S.E. Wallbanks.

The award for the best entry in the Council’s Wales in Bloom Local Schools Project had, this year, been shared between Ysgol Gwenffrwd and Ysgol Perth-y-Terfyn.   Judging had recently taken place in the Flintshire County Environmental Competition and also the Wales in Bloom National Competition entered by the Town Council.   The results were expected in early August.

The Mayor congratulated Councillor S.R. Baker and the Friends of Pen-y-Maes Woods on their Green Pennant Award.

On 15 July the Mayor had attended the Annual Prize-giving event at Holywell High School.   On 20 July she had officially opened the Euro Twenty 20 Cricket Tournament organised by Carmel and District Cricket Club.

Finally, she thanked the Deputy Mayor for deputising for her at Flint Town Council’s Civic Sunday on 5 July.

39.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor/Chairman of the relevant Committee/Sub-Committee.

Council Meeting held on 16 June 2009;

Finance Committee held on 16 June 2009; and

Audit Sub-Committee held on 1 July 2009.

40.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY FORUM 

Councillor J. Griffiths reported on his attendance at the County Forum Meeting held on 15 July.  A number of the matters discussed at the Forum were relevant to the Agenda.   Among other things, he referred to the reduction in grant to the County from the Welsh Assembly Government which would mean reduced budgets across the board.   Consultation was ongoing on a “Charter for Flintshire” in the delivery of services etc.  

The County Council was working at improving the transparency of the planning process including a protocol in respect of Town/Community Councils and the setting up of a Planning Focus Group.   The County also proposed to adopt the Unitary Development Plan in 2010, although there was still an opportunity for the Town Council to submit its observations, where appropriate.

Reference was also made to the designation of the whole County as an Alcohol Control Zone.  However, any particular “hotspot” areas should be notified to the Police.   Resources had been allocated for the Town Centre Action Plans which would be around £400k in total.   Projects would need to demonstrate “value for money”.  Environmental issues included statutory Orders being drafted regarding Dog Fouling and Litter Dropping.   These would see the introduction of fixed penalties on a sliding scale.

The next Forum meeting was scheduled in Connah’s Quay in October.



RESOLVED:

That Councillor Griffiths be thanked for his comprehensive report and that any “hotspot” public areas requiring attention in terms of alcohol control be notified to the Police as and when necessary.

41.
PLANNING
41.1.
Flintshire County Council – Improving the Planning Service 

RESOLVED:

That the Mayor and Councillor L. Thorley be appointed to attend the Town and Community Councils Planning Focus Group at County Hall, Mold on Wednesday 29 July 2009 at 6pm.


41.2.
Planning Applications
Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation policy.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority:



No.

Proposal
046283
Reserved Matters Application – design, siting and layout of Plot 1 – land adjacent to Ty Newydd, Bagillt Road, Greenfield, Holywell.

No objection.

046355
Creation of vehicular access – 8 Cross Roads, Holywell.

No observations.

046375
Use of dining room for hair dressing business – 18 Coed y Fron, Holywell.

No objection.

046422
Erection of a kitchen extension – Oaklands, Pen-y-Ball, Holywell.

No objection.

046445
Hard landscaping to create a safe, low maintenance family garden – 20  Wedgewood Heights, Holywell.

No objection

046454
Erection of a single storey dwelling – land to the rear of Post Office, Trinity Road, Greenfield, Holywell.

Whilst acknowledging that the principle of development has been established on this site, following the outcome of an earlier planning appeal, the Council expresses concern in relation to the possible detrimental effect of the proposal on the visual amenities of neighbouring properties and regarding potential access difficulties to and from the site.

046475
Erection of 2 No. two storey dwellings and new access road – land to the rear of Glennant, Holway Road, Holywell.

The Council maintains its concern over the proposal on grounds of inadequate access/egress onto/off a very busy road, unacceptable backland development and the establishment of an undesirable planning precedent given the protected status of the land.

046495
Conversion of former public toilets into sandwich kiosk including bricking up one door and forming serving hatch to front elevation – kiosk alongside Victoria Hotel, Coleshill Street, Holywell.



No objection.
(Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above eight applications).

41.3.
Notice of Appeal Against a Refusal of Planning Permission by Flintshire County Council
Members noted that an Appeal had been made to the National Assembly of Wales in respect of the following application.

Application 044471 – Demolition of existing chapel and the erection of a pair of semi-detached dwellings and one detached dwelling – site at Alpha Chapel, Greenfield Road, Greenfield, Holywell.
The Town Council had formally objected to this application at its meeting on 19 February 2008.

41.4.
Flintshire Unitary Development Plan (UDP) – Additional Housing – UDP Allocations : Textile Mill (120) Ref HSG2B

This item had been brought forward for consideration from the Town Council meeting on 16 June 2009.

Members expressed concern at the possibility of further residential development arising from the above entry in the UDP.  The main issue related to the existing inadequate sewerage system.   The overflow of sewage was already a serious problem in parts of Greenfield and also in parts of Holywell (reference was again made to further overload problems at Crossroads).

Representations had previously been made on these matters to Flintshire County Council, Welsh Water and others and site meetings held.



Members considered alternative uses for this site.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That, in view of the seriousness of the situation, further representations be made to the County Council and to Welsh Water in respect of the sewage overload problems referred to, with reference especially to the Allocations Reference in the UDP to the Textile Mill site.

(2)
That the Town Council continue to press for an early solution to the problems and that the overall potential benefits of establishing a parking area for coaches on this site as an alternative to residential development be put forward to the County Council.

42.
ACCOUNTS 


42.1.
Accounts for Payment


RESOLVED:





That the following accounts be approved for payment:-





Voucher










  4394
Carmel Bowling Club - Donation
100.00^^




  4395
Greenfield Senior Citizens Club –

Donation 



140.00^^




  4396
Holywell Autumn Club – Donation
200.00^^




  4397
Holywell Debonairs Morris Dancers –






Donation



300.00^^





  4398
St. Winefride’s Church (Voluntary 






Group) – Donation


200.00^^




  4399
The Holywell & District Society –






Donation



100.00^^




  4400
Carmel and District Cricket Club






(20/20 Event) – Donation

250.00^^




  4401
Cross Foxes Football Club – 






Donation



200.00^^





  4402
Greenfield Football Club – Donation
300.00^^





  4403
Greenfield Ghetto Drama Group –






Donation



300.00^^





  4404
Estuary Voluntary Car Scheme –






Donation



600.00^^





  4405
Clwyd Community Chest – 






Membership/Donation

300.00^^





  4406
JDH Business Services – Internal






Auditor’s Part Review


  43.13^^





  4407
BPH – New water pump for 






watering equipment


255.00^^




  4408
BPH – Repairs to Lance-watering






equipment



  22.10^^





  4409
Welsh College of Horticulture –






Plant Feed



  23.94^^





  4410
Welsh College of Horticulture – 






Floral Displays

         2,243.32^^





  4411
Society of Local Council Clerks –






Reference Book


  55.60^




  4412
Chubb Electronic Security Ltd –






Annual Premium


709.21****




  4413
Flintshire County Council – Non-






Domestic Rates for the Town Council’s






Bank Place Offices 2005-2010 (see






also Income Schedule)
         5,686.65****





  4414
G.B. Stones Ltd – Maintenance of






Brackets – Wales in Bloom

  25.87^^





  4415
G.B. Stones Ltd – Maintenance – 






Bank Place Offices


  72.45****





  4416
Infotone- Printer Cartridges

  61.70****





  4417
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – June and






Sundries


         1,312.27**





  4418
Impact Communications – Holywell






Business News – S’09


500.00^^





  4419
PR Signs – Replacement for damaged





information sign @ Lidl

  46.00**




  4420
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 27/6/09203.82***





  4421
Councillor J. Griffiths – Travelling –






July




  24.48*




  4422
North Wales Association of Town 






Councils – Subsistence (2)

  25.00*





  4423
D.C. Pierce – Salary (July)

911.87***





  4424
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses –






July




  40.00***





  4425
Inland Revenue – PAYE/National






Insurance – July


493.86***




  4426
G. Evans – Erection of Floral 






Displays (50%)


225.00^^





  4427
G. Evans – Watering of Floral






Displays – July


400.00^^ 










       16,371.27

Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

42.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 June and 10 July 2009.

The outcome of the recent revaluation of the Council’s Bank Place Offices was noted from relevant entries in the approved accounts and income schedules.


42.3.
Audit of Accounts 2008/09
Members considered the Reconciliation Statement (reported to the Audit Sub-Committee – Minute A4) Annual Return/Statement of Income and Expenditure Accounts circulated with the agenda.

The Clerk reported on the Internal Audit carried out at the Council’s offices on 13 July by JDH Business Services.



RESOLVED:

That the Reconciliation Statement, Annual Return/Statement of Income and Expenditure Accounts be received, approved and signed by the Mayor and the Clerk.

43.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – JUNE
Members had before them the Town Centre Manager’s report for June.

The report gave an overview of developments since the last meeting with particular reference to ongoing arrangements seeking to obtain rural status for Holywell.

An item was raised regarding the production of the quarterly Holywell Business News.  The Town Centre Manager undertook to report back regarding the issues raised by Members.

Arising from the report, reference was made to a request from Flintshire County Council for three representatives from the Town Council to sit on the newly formed Holywell – Town Action Plan & Town Partnership.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

(2)
That Councillors Mrs. M. Jabbitt, E.B. Palmer and B. Scragg be appointed to represent the Town Council on the Town Centre Partnership.

(NOTE:  Mr. M. Roberts left the meeting at this stage).

44.
PREFERRED ALLOTMENTS SITE(S)
Further consideration was given to this matter as the County Council had indicated that the original proposal in respect of land next to the cemetery at Greenfield could be progressed.



RESOLVED:  

That the following sites (in no particular order) be forwarded to the County Council for consideration:

(a)
Land opposite Rose Cottage, Greenfield.

(b)
Land off Rayon Road, Greenfield.

45.
PEN-Y-MAES ROAD, HOLYWELL – SPEED HUMPS – CONSULTATION 

Consideration was given to the reply from the County’s Head of Highways and Transportation to the Town Council’s suggested public consultation exercise and its letter/questionnaire drafted to assist the process.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the County Council’s comments be noted and a revised draft of the consultation letter/questionnaire forwarded to the County for its attention and action.

(2)
That the willingness of the County Council to assist with the translation/organising the distribution and return of the consultation document etc be noted and welcomed.

46.
SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS (SLCC) CONFERENCE 

Members considered an invitation for the Clerk to attend the 35th Annual National Conference of the SLCC to be held in Daventry from Thursday 22 October to Sunday 25 October 2009.  Provision for attendance was included in the 2009/10 budget.



RESOLVED:





That the Clerk be authorised to attend the above event.

47.
NATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR COMMUNITY AND TOWN COUNCILS IN WALES 

Consideration was given to correspondence from One Voice Wales on this matter.

Reference was also made to a further enquiry received in relation to possible future membership.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the correspondence be received, without further action.

(2)
That the Chief Executive of One Voice Wales be invited to address a future meeting of the Town Council.

48.
CIVIC MATTERS
The following items had been placed on the agenda for consideration at the Mayor’s request.


48.1.
Council’s Crest
The Mayor reported an offer from the Carmel and Holywell Woodcraft Association to make and present, at no cost to the Council, an enlarged version of the Council’s crest for display behind the dais in the Council Chamber.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the offer be accepted and that the Council’s appreciation to the Association be duly recorded.

(2)
That the smaller of the two draft sketches shown to Members be approved, together with an appropriate size wooden mount.


48.2.
Council Photograph


RESOLVED:

That arrangements for a photograph of the Council’s Members/Officers be made to coincide with the presentation of the Council’s crest referred to in minute 48.1 above.

49.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

49.1.
Existing Budget
Applications were submitted for consideration in respect of sums earmarked in the 2009/10 budget.



RESOLVED:

That the following donations be made from the earmarked provision:











   £





(a)
Holywell Town Football Club
500





(b)
Fron Park Bowling Club (Waterhouse 






Cup)




250


49.2.
New Request
Consideration was given to a letter from Communities First-Holywell Neighbourhoods in respect of the Transition Holywell and District Autumn Fair to be held on a date to be arranged in September.



RESOLVED:

That a decision on this matter be deferred pending receipt of the required formal application and supporting financial documents from the Transition Holywell and District Organisation.

50.
REPORTS ETC RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.


(a)
Flintshire Summer Playscheme Programme 2009*;


(b)
Flintshire Rural Business Plan – June 2008-February 2011*;


(c)
Annual Report of the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales 2008/9;


(d)
Holywell Business News Issue 24 – Summer 2009*;

(e)
Agenda for the Annual and Quarterly Meeting of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils – 17 July.

The Clerk undertook to forward a copy of the Ombudsman’s Report to Councillor P.A. York.

51.
ACTION DURING RECESS PERIOD 


51.1.
Generally 



RESOLVED:

That the Mayor and Clerk be authorised to deal with urgent matters that may arise during the recess period.


51.2.
Town Centre Sub-Committee


RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Sub-Committee be authorised to deal with urgent matters that may arise during the recess period arising from the Website Development Working Group and also the Holywell – Town Action Plan & Town Partnership.

52.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
(a)
Councillor B. Scragg gave a summary of the main issues discussed at the meeting of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils attended by Councillor Mrs. K. Davies and himself on 17 July.   Further information was available, if required, from the Town Council’s Clerk.

(b)
Councillor J. Griffiths reported on his attendance at the AGM of the Clwyd Voluntary Initiative Community Chest.   A copy of the Twenty First Annual Report (to 31 March 2009) had been left with the Clerk for any Member wishing to read it.

(c)
Councillor P.J. Curtis reported on his involvement with the interviews for the appointment of a new Co-ordinator at the Communities First Office, Holywell.

53.
CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.45pm.

……………………………….

Mayor

