
HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 19 July 2011 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.A. York (Mayor).


                    Councillor J.M. Johnson (Deputy Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, J. Griffiths, Mrs. M. Jabbitt, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts (for minutes 39 to 47), K. Roberts, B. Scragg, R. Spain and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors P.J. Curtis, B.P. Lambert, M. Mills and L. Thorley.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk), and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) for minutes 39 to 46.

39.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The following declarations of personal interest were made and the relevant forms completed for the Clerk to forward on to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer. 

	Minute No.
	Name of Councillor
	Personal
	Prejudicial
	Nature of Interest

	44
	J. Griffiths
	√
	√*
	048740 – Resident on Myrtle Lane

	44
	P.A. York
	√
	 √*#
	048743 – Personal acquaintance of applicant

	47
	Mrs. K. Davies
	√
	-
	Chair – Perth-y-Terfyn Infants School

Governor – Ysgol y Fron

	47
	J.M. Johnson 
	√
	-
	Governor – Perth-y-Terfyn Infants School and Ysgol-y-Fron

	47
	H.G. Roberts
	√
	-
	Governor – Ysgol Gwenffrwd

	47
	P.A. York
	√
	-
	Governor – Holywell High School



*
Member left the Council Chamber for the discussion and voting.

#
The Deputy Mayor took the Chair for the discussion and voting on this  planning application.

40.
WELSH WATER – FLOODING IN THE CROSS ROADS AND GREENFIELD AREAS
Tim Hall and Jill Roberts represented Welsh Water at the meeting to report on developments and to answer Members’ questions regarding the above issues.

Reference was made to the longstanding problem at Cross Roads which had resulted in internal and external flooding at a number of properties.   A report on the situation together with supporting plans were circulated to Members.    Tim Hall took Members through the arrangements to deal with the matter.   These included a description of the sewerage network; the root cause of the problem; the solution which required an investment of £375k.   The necessary work had been approved and was expected to be completed by September.

With regard to reported problems in other parts of the Holywell community, Greenfield in particular, it was reported that no schemes were proposed at the present time.  The importance attached to the Definitive Flooding Register was stressed as well as the need to report flooding incidents to Welsh Water on the 0800 085 3968 number so that the information could be referred to when future policy and schemes were being considered.

Issues covered in the question and answer session included an explanation of Welsh Water’s statutory responsibilities and its investment programme priority areas.

RESOLVED:

That the Council records its thanks and appreciation to the representatives from Welsh Water for their informative presentation.

41.
HOLYWELL TOWN CENTRE EVENTS PROJECT 

The Mayor welcomed Shelly Barratt (SB) of Coya Marketing who had agreed to attend the meeting to give an update regarding the project and to answer Members’ questions.

The Holywell Town Centre Events Programme for the rest of Summer 2011 was circulated.  SB gave a short report on the arrangements for each event.   In response to questions asked about the financing of the project, SB reported that a breakdown of costs would be provided to the  Flintshire County Council as the Project Manager at the end of the Programme of Events.

The Mayor thanked SB for her attendance at the meeting and invited her to the next meeting of the Town Council in September to give further feedback, if this was possible prior to the end of the programmed events.   The Town Council would otherwise welcome the opportunity to comment on the Project overall after the end of the programmed events.

42.
MAYOR’S REMARKS
The Mayor reported on his busy schedule since the last meeting, as follows:


24 June 
Enterprise House (General Resources Ltd) event, Flint


  2 July

Annual Garden Fete – Good Companions of Holywell Hospital


10 July

Flint Town Mayor’s Civic Sunday

13 July
Meeting at Clwyd Avenue Play Area with the County’s Public Open Spaces Manager and Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin regarding the match funding proposals for the site (details circulated at the meeting were noted and supported)


13 July

Holywell High School Annual Prize Giving Awards Ceremony

15 July
Judging Holywell Schools in Bloom Project (Joint Winners – Ysgol Gwenffrwd and Ysgol Perth-y-Terfyn)

17 July
Mayor’s Civic Sunday – the Mayor extended his thanks to all those who had attended his service at St. Winefride’s Catholic Church and at St. Winefride’s Guest House for the light refreshments that followed.

19 July
Opening of “The Market Cross” (J.D. Wetherspoon’s premises at the lower High Street – former Woolworths Store).

Judging had taken place on 7 July for the Wales in Bloom Competition and on 11/12 July for the County Council’s Environmental Competition.

The Green Flag Community Award had, for the third year in succession, been received in respect of Pen-y-Maes Woods.  It was agreed that a message of congratulations be sent to the Secretary to the Friends of Pen-y-Maes Woods..

The Deputy Mayor had attended in the Mayor’s place, the AGM of the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association at Wrexham on 3 June.

43.
MINUTES

43.1.
Confirmation


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the following meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor and Chairman of the Finance Committee respectively.

Council Meeting held on 21 June 2011; and

Finance Committee held on 30 June 2011.


43.2.
Donation to Greenfield Gardening Club : £200
The Clerk reported a letter from the Secretary – Greenfield Gardening Club who was unable to take up the Council’s donation because illness to key members meant that the Annual Gardening Show could not go ahead as planned.   It was hoped that the Club would be operational again by next year.

RESOLVED:

That the position be noted with regret and that the Gardening Club be encouraged to continue its good work.

43.3.
Recommendations from the Finance Committee held on 30 June 2011 (minutes F5(8) and (9)

Consideration was given to allocating additional sums for general applications for financial assistance from the Council.

RESOLVED:

That the recommendations be supported, in principle, and considered further at the next precept setting meeting in February unless circumstances require consideration at an earlier date.

44.
PLANNING
Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal
048710
Outline – Erection of a replacement dwelling and creation of new access – land side of Glencairn, Greenfield Road, Holywell: for Mr Burrows.

Deferred pending receipt of further clarification about the proposal.

048714
Erection of a two-storey extension and re-modelling to provide ‘granny’ flat, extension to include new ground floor bedroom, first floor lounge, new bathroom over existing and extension to existing dining room Isfryn, Bryn Celyn, Holywell: for Mrs. Johnson.



No objection.
048740
Demolition of existing church and development of land to create 1no. detached dwelling and a pair of semi-detached dwellings with parking facilities – Moriah Chapel, Myrtle Lane, Holywell: for Mr. M. Rothwell.

No objection to proposal so far as it relates to the creation of 1 No. detached dwelling and associated facilities.

Objection to proposal so far as it relates to the creation of a pair of semi-detached dwellings and associated facilities on the following grounds:

· impact on residential amenities (increased traffic on unadopted lane and inadequate separation distance from an existing property on Myrtle Lane).

· impact on highway safety (access to/from Pen-y-Maes Road and pedestrian safety on unadopted lane).

                        048743            Erection of a first floor rear extension and dormer to 

                                                roof – 37 Pen-y-Maes Road, Holywell: for Mr. M.  

                                                Halliday.  

                        Objection on grounds of

· impact on residential amenities (overdevelopment and over dominance)

· impact on character and appearance of an area (appearance is out of character in relation to neighbouring properties).

                        048757             Erection of a two storey extension – Glyn Abbott 

                                                 (Hall), Bagillt Road, Holywell: for Mr. A Jayes.

                        No objection , provided the work is done to a standard that is 

                        consistent with the listed status of the building.   

                        048760             Erection of a two storey side extension – 7 Sundawn

                                                 Avenue, Holywell: for Mr. J. Hughes. 

                        Deferred to enable further consideration of the proposal after 

                        receipt of more details. 

                        048762              First floor extension above existing garage to form 

                                                  additional bedroom and study –11 Tros yr Aber,

                                                  Greenfield, Holywell: for Mr. J. Gilbney.

                        No objection.

                        (Note:   Councillor H. G. Roberts did not vote on the above 

                        applications).  

 45.
ACCOUNTS

45.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





4827
St. Kentigern Hospice – Donation 
200.00^^
4828 
Holywell Autumn Club – Donation 
200.00^^





4829
Holywell Debonaires Morris Dancers –

Donation   



200.00^^ 





4830
Hardy Plant Society Clwyd Group –

Donation 



  35.00^^

4831
Carmel & District Cricket Club –

Donation 


  
200.00^^




4832
Friends of Greenfield Dock – 

Donation



200.00^^
4833
Holywell Sewing and Knitting 

Group - Donation 


120.00^^

4834
The Holywell & District Society –   


Donation 



200.00^^

4835
Holywell Band – Donation 

250.00^^

4836   
Greenfield Football Club – Donation 250.00^^

4837
North Wales Pilgrims’ Way (Local

Stamps Project)


100.00^^

4838
Holywell High School – Donation 

(John McBrien Memorial 5-a-side

football tournament) – trophies
115.00^^





4839
Fron Park Bowling Club 

250.00^^





(Waterhouse Cup Competition)







4840
Clwyd Community Chest –






Membership 2011/12


300.00^^      





4841
Northop Nurseries (Deeside College)






Floral Displays

        2,784.60^^





4842
Bernard Dykes & Son – Updating






Mayor’s Honours Board

 36.00^




4843
Valuation Office Agency – Report 2:






Old Courthouse

           348.00^^^




4844
Impact Communications – Holywell






Business News – Summer’11
           500.00^^





4845
JDH Business Services Ltd –






Internal Audit Fees y/e 31/3/11         255.00^^





4846
British Telecom – One Bill Plus






12/6/11


           100.46****




4847
Holywell Art & Craft Mill –






Hire of Gallery – Annual Meeting
 50.00***





4848
W. Bevan & Sons Ltd – Cleaning






Materials – Council Offices

 55.06****





4849
Impact Communications – Town    






Centre Management – July
         1,300.00**




4850
NW Association – Town/Larger






Community Councils – Subsistence 

x3  




  37.50*




4851
ScottishPower – Electricity – Council






Offices



  
  67.71****

4852
Chubb Security Ltd – Alarm 

Contract to 31/8/12 – Council 

Offices



            765.21****





4853
D.C. Pierce – Salary – July               1010.55*** 




4854
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses 






July
   



  40.00***




4855
Mrs. M. Edwards (Office Cleaner)

Wages to 9/7/11 

            225.60***





4856
HMRC (Inland Revenue) – 

PAYE/Nat. Ins. – July


514.89***





4857
K. Fricker (Treetops) – Watering 






Floral Displays June/July

400.00^^



                   ________












  
                                      




       11,110.58










       ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953 

                                                            S.4





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

45.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 30 June 2011.

46.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – JUNE
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for June.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.

The new Holywell website had gone live during June and work continued throughout this month providing the website designers with updates.

With regard to the 999 Emergency Services Day planned for 6 August, the task of advising the organisers about various matters had also continued.   Guidance was sought regarding arrangements for refreshments for those providers of emergency services attending the event.   In the past the Council had met the nominal cost of providing a light lunch.   Reimbursement for the day’s entertainments licence (£21) would be submitted separately by the Town Centre Manager.

A report about town centre issues for The Five Villages publication had also been completed.

The Town Centre Manager read out a letter from the Head of Marketing at Deeside College regarding “Futures @ Holywell”.   It was reported that the catering concession at the Old Town Hall, High Street, Holywell had been closed to ensure that all resources were diverted towards training and development.  The Centre itself would be closed for a few weeks in August for refurbishment and re-opened in September for a full programme of courses.  Posters were planned for circulation over the coming week.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

(2)
That a sum of up to £4 each be allowed for the providers of emergency services at the 999 event to obtain a light lunch from a place of their choice in the town, such amounts to be met from the Town Centre Projects Budget and that the Town Centre Manager arrange accordingly.

                         (Note:  Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, left the meeting at this 

                         point).

47.
REVIEW OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PROVISION – IMPLICATIONS FOR HOLYWELL
Consideration was given to the circulated joint letter from the County’s Director of Lifelong Learning and the Executive Member for Education with regard to the above matter as part of the County Council’s School Modernisation Strategy.  The accompanying consultation booklet had been circulated separately.

The radical proposals put forward generally to close and merge secondary schools were met with concern.  It was noted that the Welsh Government had cut its funding to the national school building programme after having its own budget from Westminster reduced.

One particular option suggested replacing Holywell High School with a new building but linked to the establishment of  a “learning campus” which would provide new co-located schools for primary provision in the town.   The reply deadline for the consultation was 30 September.   One consultation event had been held on 4 July and another was proposed on 20 September on the evening of the Town Council’s next meeting.

Members expressed disappointment at the nature and short timescale of the consultation.   There was, however, unanimous agreement that the fundamental issue for the Town Council in the whole process was to achieve a satisfactory outcome that was in the best interests of the children of the community of Holywell.

            (Note:  Councillor H.G. Roberts left the meeting at this point).

RESOLVED:

(1)
That Members be invited to send their comments to the Clerk by the end of August, for drafting a response to the consultation document.

(2)
That, dependent on any developments regarding the consultation process, the Clerk circulate the draft/comments received, as appropriate, for consideration at the Town Council’s September meeting.

(3)       That the date of the Council’s meeting in

            September be changed from Tuesday 20th to

            Wednesday 21st at 6.30pm.

48.
COMMUNITY HOSPITALS AND THE BETSI CADWALADR UNIVERSITY HEALTH BOARD

A letter was considered from Flint Town Council regarding the formation of a North Wales Group to consider the provision of hospital services.




RESOLVED:





(1)
That the proposal be supported.

(2)
That Councillors K. Roberts and 

Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks be appointed to represent the Town Council at any meeting(s) of the Group that may be arranged.

49.
HOLYWELL COMMUNITY PROJECT – PROPOSED COMMUNITY FACILITY
Consideration was given to the request from Mr. D. Morgan on behalf of the Holywell Community Project for the renewal of the Council’s previously expressed support in July 2010 in respect of the proposed development.

RESOLVED:



That the request be approved.

50.
STANDARDS CONFERENCE WALES – 5 OCTOBER, 2011 AT LLANDRINDOD WELLS


RESOLVED:

That Councillor P.A. York (Mayor) be nominated to attend this year’s Standards Conference as the Town Council’s representative.

51.
REPORT(S) ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Annual Report of the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales 2010/11;

(b)
Flintshire Summer Playscheme Programme, 2011* (previously circulated to Members);

(c)
Annual Report – Flintshire County Council’s Standards Committee 2010/11;

(d)
Flintshire Housing Ballot Project – Tenants Newsletter – Issue Three;

(e)
Agenda for the Annual and Quarterly Meeting of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils – 15 July;

In addition, the following item was circulated to each Member at the meeting, for information.

(f)
Post Office Services Bill – Update from David Hanson MP.  (Letter to be included on the agenda of the September meeting).

52.
ACTION DURING THE RECESS PERIOD 



RESOLVED:

That the Clerk, in consultation with the Mayor, be authorised to deal with urgent matters that may arise during the recess period.

53.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
Councillors Mrs. K. Davies, B. Scragg and R. Spain reported on their attendance at the Annual and Quarterly meetings of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils held on 15 July.   A copy of the agenda was available from the Clerk.

54.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 – EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 



RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (potential contractual issues), the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item (minute 54.1) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended.

54.1.
Office Accommodation – 12-14 Bank Place/Former Courthouse, Holywell
The Clerk reported on developments in respect of both buildings since the last meeting.  Surveys had been commissioned, work undertaken and the reports were awaited.

The Clerk also reported on some of the informal feedback received following the respective inspections.



RESOLVED:





That the information be noted.

55.
CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

……………………………..

Mayor


