HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 21 June 2011 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.A. York (Mayor).


                    Councillor J.M. Johnson (Deputy Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker (for minutes 20 to 25), P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, J. Griffiths, H.G. Roberts (for minutes 20 to 26.2), K. Roberts, B. Scragg and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors 

Mrs. M. Jabbitt, B.P. Lambert, M. Mills, E.B. Palmer, R. Spain and L. Thorley.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk), and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) for minutes 20 to 28.

20.
PRESENTATION TO PAST HOLYWELL TOWN MAYOR

The Mayor presented a Past Mayor Jewel to Mr. J.R. Williams who held office in 1977/78.  Mr. Williams had been unable to attend the presentations at the Council’s Annual meeting.

The Clerk reported that the remaining presentations for those in a similar position would be made at an appropriate future meeting.

21.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
None received.

22.
NORTH WALES POLICE – COMMUNITY POLICING UPDATE
As requested by the Council at the Annual Meeting, Inspector Paul McKeown and Sergeant John Williams were in attendance to give an update and to answer Members’ questions on policing matters within the County of Flintshire, the community of Holywell in particular, following the restructure of North Wales Police.

Following the Mayor’s welcome, the officers went on to update the information reported to the Council at the April meeting.   A contact telephone number was provided should any member wish to get in touch with the Inspector direct.

In recognising the constraints facing the Police following the recent reduction in resources, Members expressed their appreciation for the support received. 

RESOLVED: 

                       That the officers be thanked for attending the meeting 

                       and for the sharing of information. 

23.
HOLYWELL TOWN CENTRE EVENTS PROJECT
Shelley Barratt (SB) of Coya Marketing, together with Emma Ward, were welcomed to the meeting by the Mayor.   SB gave a progress report with regard to the project.    She circulated a copy of a “Holywell Summer Events Guide – What’s On!” which included events confirmed and those waiting to be confirmed, covering the period 23 July to 24 September.

Particular reference was made to the proposed events organised by Holywell Town Football Club, Dolbadarn Stunt Horses (Greenfield Valley) and the Well Inn mini music festival.   It was also hoped to arrange a Celyn Farmers Market at the end of each month.

At the Mayor’s request, SB agreed to attend the Council’s July meeting to give a further report on progress with the events.

RESOLVED:



That the report be received and noted.

24.
MAYOR’S REMARKS
The Mayor reported on arrangements for his Civic Sunday Service on 17 July 2011 at 9.30am at St. Winefride’s Church, Holywell with light refreshments to follow at the nearby St. Winefride’s Guest House.   Invitations were circulated to Members.

In reporting on his civic engagements since the Annual Meeting, the Mayor referred to his attendance at Connah’s Quay Town Council’s Civic Sunday on 5 June.   The Open Day at Talbot Court, Holywell (A Green Pastures Project – “Homes for the Homeless”) managed by River Dee Community Church, followed on 10 June.   Unfortunately, it had not been possible to represent the Town Council at the Civic Sunday of the Chair of Flintshire County Council on 12 June.  The Deputy Mayor had also been unwell.   A letter of apology had been sent.

Buckley Town Council’s Civic Sunday had been attended on 19 June.   Following the launch of the Council’s new website on 20 June, photos for the press were arranged at Holywell Library and afterwards in the Memorial Gardens, Holywell for the Wales in Bloom campaign.

The Mayor was pleased to report a change in the name of J.D. Wetherspoon’s new premises in the town centre from “The Copper King” to “The Market Cross”, following representations from the public.

25.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:

(1)
That the minutes of the following meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor and Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the relevant Sub-Committee.

Annual Council Meeting held on 17 May 2011.

Wales in Bloom Sub-Committee held on 25 May 2011.

Town Centre Sub-Committee held on 1 June 2011.





Audit Sub-Committee held on 7 June 2011.

(2) That the resolutions of the abovementioned Sub-Committee meetings be supported/approved, except as provided in (3) to (5) below following consideration of matters referred specifically to the Council.

(3)
Minute WIB7.


That the Council agrees to refer the proposal regarding the “Holywell in Bloom Competition” to the Holywell Town Centre Partnership for consideration.

(4)
Minute TC6.

That the proposal to apply for civil enforcement powers be supported, in principle - it is hoped that this will lead to the eventual removal of car park charges.

(5)
Minute TC6.


That, although the Sub-Committee’s recommendations do not appear to be directly relevant to the County Council’s consultation letter, these be also forwarded in the response for appropriate attention in a longer term context.

(Note: Councillor S.R. Baker left the meeting at

 this point)

26.
PLANNING 


26.1.
Planning Applications
(Action taken by the Clerk in consultation with the Mayor following a request for an early response by the Flintshire County Planning Authority).



No.

Proposal
048504
Continuation of use of land for hand car wash and retention of portacabin, container and wash bay (Retrospective) – Express Hand Car Wash Flintshire Car Sales, Bagillt Road, Greenfield, Holywell: for Mr. G. Majidd.



No objection, provided that

· there are no adverse highway or environmental implications and that there are adequate drainage arrangements in respect of the business operation;

· the situation with regard to the existing on-site advertising is regularised.

The Town Council also expresses its concern at the retrospective nature of the application.



RESOLVED:





That the action taken be noted and approved.


26.2.
Planning Applications


(General)

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process, the timescale for response allowing for them to be considered at the monthly meeting.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal
048233
Listed Building Application – external refurbishment – F. Beech, 2 High Street, Holywell: for Mrs. D. Richardson.

No objection.  The proposal was unanimously welcomed.

048575
Demolition of existing public house, erection of 9no. apartments in two blocks, construction of new vehicular access and associated parking – Calcot Arms, Milwr Road, Holywell: for Mr. D. McLean.

Objection, for the following reasons, notwithstanding that the original proposal has undergone several design alternatives in consultation with the County’s Planning Officers during pre-application discussions:-

· overdevelopment;

· adverse impact on the character and appearance of the area;

· detrimental effect on the visual amenities of neighbouring properties;

· inadequate measures to ensure access/highway safety in relation to the site.

(Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts left the meeting at this point.   Councillor Roberts did not vote on the above three applications).

048590
Demolition of existing worship hall and construction of replacement new build community facility – The Church in the Park, Post Office Lane, Holywell: for Holywell Community Project.

No objection.

048691
Display of 4no. fascia signs and 1no. hanging sign – Wetherspoons, 9-11 High Street, Holywell: for J.D. Wetherspoon Plc.

No objection.

048701
Construction of a salt storage area – Green Waste Composting Facility, Greenfield Business Park, Greenfield: for Flintshire County Council

No objection, provided that appropriate health and safety measures are implemented in respect of the operation of this proposed addition to the site.

048715
Display of signage (Retrospective) – Express Hand Car Wash, Flintshire Car Sales, Bagillt Road, Greenfield, Holywell: for Mr. G. Majeed

No objection, provided that the extent and nature of advertising on the site of the business operation is regularised to comply with the relevant planning requirements.

The Town Council also expresses its concern at the retrospective nature of the application.

26.3.
Petition concerning “greenfield” building in North Wales (from Lloyd Jones, Aber, Llanfairfechan)



RESOLVED:

That the request in this petition be supported, in principle.

26.4.
Proposal under the Sustainable Communities Act (from Steve Shaw, National Co-ordinator Local Works)



RESOLVED:





That the proposal be received, without further action.

27.
ACCOUNTS

27.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





4804
Wales in Bloom Foundation – 2011 

Entry Fee



100.00^^
4805    The Mill on the Hill – Civic/ 

Hospitality



261.30***





4806
Viking Direct – Photocopy paper/

sundries  



  73.08**** 





4807
Viking Direct – Photocopy paper/paper 

 




hand towels



139.36****

4808
C.M. Scott Jewellers - Engraving  
  16.25**




4809
Gareth Jones Photographer – Wales in 

Bloom Awards ‘10


  25.00^^
4810
ScottishPower – Electricity –


Council Offices


160.15****

4811
British Gas Business – Gas – Bank


Place Offices



810.66****

4812
British Telecom – One Bill Plus


11/5/11



  85.75****

4813  
Chubb Electronic Security – 


Intruder Alarm work


153.60****

4814
Vaughtons – Additional (5) Past 


Mayor Jewels



343.33^

4815
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – May
          1300.00**        





4816
D.C. Pierce – Salary – June              1010.55*** 




4817
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses 






June
   



  40.00***




4818
Mrs. M. Edwards (Office Cleaner)

Wages to 11/6/11 

            325.10***





4819
HMRC (Inland Revenue) – 

PAYE/Nat. Ins. – June

 509.89***





4820  St Winefride’s Primary School –

Donation – WIB Schools 
             50.00^^     4821
Ysgol Gwenffrwd – Donation – WIB

Schools Project


 50.00^^
4822
Ysgol Maes Glas – Donation – WIB

Schools Project


 50.00^^





4823
Ysgol Perth-y-Terfyn – Donation –

Schools Project


 50.00^^





4824
Ysgol y Fron – Donation – WIB 






Schools Project


 50.00^^





4825
BPH Servicing Watering Equipment   36.00^^




4826
D. Owen – Erection of Floral






Displays (50%)

            225.00^^




                   ________












  
                                      




        5,865.02










       ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953 

                                                            S.4





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

27.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 31 May 2011.


27.3.
Annual Accounts – Audit for this Year Ended 31 March 2011 

Members had before them for consideration the Annual Return (in draft), Balance Sheet and Statement of Income and Expenditure Accounts for the 2010/11 financial year.

The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor – JDH Business Services Ltd of Pantymwyn had completed the Internal Audit Report/Section of the Annual Return.

The Internal Auditor’s Issues and Recommendations Schedule for the Council was agreed.  It was also agreed for this item to be further reported to the Audit Sub-Committee.

Members noted that, as in previous years, any personal conflicts of interest involving the Internal or External Auditor (UHY Hacker Young of Chester) should be recorded accordingly under the Declaration of Interests item on the agenda.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Annual Return (in draft), Balance Sheet and Statement of Income and Expenditure Accounts be received and approved.

(2)
That the Council, being satisfied as to the accuracy and completeness of the information reported, authorises the Clerk to send a copy of the Annual Return to the External Auditor, with bank reconciliation and variance analysis.

(3)
That the Annual Return and Balance Sheet be signed by the Mayor and Clerk, as appropriate.

28.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – MAY
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for May.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.

A copy of the Summer Issue of the Holywell Business News was circulated to Members.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Manager’s report and Holywell Business News be received with thanks.

(Note:  Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, left the 

meeting at this point).

29.
REVIEW OF THE HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING CENTRE SERVICE IN FLINTSHIRE

Consideration was given to responding to the circulated consultation letter on this matter from the County’s Head of Street Services.



RESOLVED:

That the County Council be informed that the Town Council considers the service to be generally good, well supported and in the right location.

30.
REVIEW OF THE PUBLIC CONVENIENCE SERVICE IN FLINTSHIRE
Consideration was given to the circulated consultation letter on this matter from the County’s Head of Streetscene. 

RESOLVED:

That the County Council be informed that the Town Council considers that:

(a)
the provision of public conveniences is not a business but a service that is necessary for the County Council to continue to provide for the public;

(b)
there is inadequate provision of public conveniences within its area;

(c)
longer opening hours for public conveniences would help to reduce the number of incidents of unauthorised use of other public places;

(d)
there should be no deterioration of the existing public convenience service on the assumption that it will be operated by another service 

provider.

31.
REVIEW OF ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COUNTY OF FLINTSHIRE
Members noted that the Final Report of the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales had been submitted to the Welsh Government.   Its proposals for the Community of Holywell at County Council level were 1 Member – Greenfield Electoral Division (no change) and 3 Members for a new Holywell Town Electoral Division (currently 3 single Member divisions – Holywell Central, East and West).

The Town Council’s position had previously been stated as opposing the Commission’s multi-member proposals.

Members were reminded of an earlier announcement by the Minister for Social Justice and Local Government that he would not be making any changes to the present electoral arrangements in Wales until after the 2012 local government elections.   A review was currently under way of the Commission’s work and processes in undertaking its Reviews.

RESOLVED:

That the following representations be made direct to the Welsh Government on the Commission’s Final Proposals for the County of Flintshire.

“Holywell Town Council maintains the view that, to ensure effective and convenient local government for the Holywell and Greenfield areas, the existing 4 single member electoral divisions should be retained pending further review once the Flintshire County Council has had the opportunity to look at the community warding structures”.

32.
WELSH GOVERNMENT: LOCAL GOVERNMENT (WALES) MEASURE 2011 – DEVELOPING THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY COUNCILS IN WALES
An Information Sheet on this item from the Society of Local Council Clerks was circulated.   Many of the changes would come into effect on 10 July 2011 or when the relevant Welsh Minister made a Commencement Order.  The changes covered such maters as community meetings and polls, merging or grouping of Community Councils, charter agreements, member co-options, community youth representatives, the power of well-being in Wales, grants by the Welsh Government to local Councils, Quality Council Scheme and payments/pensions for Members.

Further information and clarification was awaited from the Welsh Government.



RESOLVED:





That the information be noted.

33.
MEETING BETWEEN FLINTSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


RESOLVED:

That the Mayor and Councillor B. Scragg be appointed to attend the meeting at the Community Hall, Town Hall, Market Square, Flint on Wednesday 20 July 2011 at 6.30pm.

34.
RESCHEDULED MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
The Clerk reported that the Chairman of the Committee, Councillor J.M. Johnson, had agreed for the meeting to be held on Thursday 30 June 2011 at 6pm.

35.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Flintshire County Council : CCTV Incident Statistics – 1 January to 31 March 2011 - Holywell;

(b)
‘Your Community – Your Council’: News from Flintshire County Council – May 2011;

(c)
Flintshire Strategic Play Forum – correspondence circulated at the Mayor’s request*;

(d)
Letters of thanks/appreciation to the Town Council for support and Annual Meeting hospitality*;

(e)
Welsh Ambulance Service: Community First Responders – request for volunteers*;

(f)
RWE npower renewables – North Wales offshore windfarms newsletter – Issue 1, Spring 2011*;

(g)
Greenfield Valley Trust Ltd – Amended Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Trust;

(h)
Holywell News (Communities First) Summer 2011;

(i)
Flintshire NEWCIS News for Carers – Summer 2011.

36.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 



None received.

37.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 – EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (contractual issues), the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item (minute 37.1) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended.

37.1.
Office Accommodation – 12-14 Bank Place/Former Courthouse, Holywell
The Clerk reported on developments in respect of both buildings and sought the Council’s instructions following receipt of prices for structural and building surveys.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That, in respect of the reported structural issues at Bank Place Offices, the quote from Adams Consulting Engineers of Mold (T. Parry) be accepted in the sum of £450 ex VAT.

(2)
That, in respect of the survey recommended by the Valuation Office Agency, the quote from  Lindsay Associates of Greenfield, Holywell be accepted in the sum of £750 ex VAT for a building survey of the former Courthouse, Holywell.

38.
CLOSE OF  MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.40pm.

………………………………..

Mayor

