HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 17 March 2009 at 6.30pm.
------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor J. Griffiths (Mayor).
Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, 
Mrs. M. Jabbitt, J. Johnson, M. Mills (for minutes 190 to 195), E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts (for minutes 190 to 208), K. Roberts, B. Scragg, L. Thorley (for minutes 190 to 202), Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and P.A. York.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors B.P. Lambert, and R. Spain, and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager).
IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk).
190.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST : MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
None received.

191.
BEST WISHES 

Members were sorry to hear that Councillor B.P. Lambert had not been well and asked that their best wishes be sent to him.   It was hoped that he would soon be feeling better.
192.
COMMUNITY WARMTH FLINTSHIRE 

Mr. Crispin Jones of Warm Wales – Cymru Gynnes, was welcomed to the meeting.  He provided a summary of the programme which was being run in partnership with Flintshire County Council, commencing in Holywell Central Ward and thereafter moving  to the Greenfield Ward.

Mr. Jones explained that Warm Wales was a community interest company working on a ‘not for profit basis’ to assist local authorities and their housing providers to tackle fuel poverty and achieve the Welsh Housing Quality Standard and community regeneration.  Each scheme was designed to meet the needs of the community or communities concerned and included a wide range of free services and advice.

During the question and answer session which followed, Members noted that fuel poverty occurred where any householder needed to spend 10% or more of their household budget on home energy bills, to keep warm and to make it a healthy place to live in.   In Flintshire, those homes in areas identified in the top quartile of deprivation would be visited under a closely managed process to ensure security, and offered free energy efficiency advice and low energy bulbs.  Visits would include houses in both the private and public sector.   Every householder could also choose to have free advice on benefit entitlement and help in making a claim or even an appeal for benefits.

The overall budget for the scheme in Wales was £90m (approximately £750k for Flintshire).



RESOLVED:   
That Mr. Crispin Jones be thanked for his attendance and for the helpful information and service provided under the Warm Wales project.

193.
MAYOR’S REMARKS 

The Mayor reported on his attendance, at the Council’s request, at the Flintshire 50+ Advisory Group Meeting on 20 February to discuss the NHS Consultation Paper.   A number of useful ideas had been discussed, some of which had already been covered in the Town Council’s own response.    

The Holway Community Day followed on 4 March with the Strand Community House Residents’ Association AGM on 5 March.  Later, on 9 March, he had attended the monthly “Walkers are Welcome” meeting at the Council’s Bank Place Offices.  Finally, for this report, with the Town Centre Manager, he had attended a presentation on the Flintshire Rural Development Plan at Northop College on 12 March.

194.
MINUTES
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the Council 

meeting held on 17 February 2009 be approved and 

signed as a correct record by the Mayor.

195.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 


195.1
New Applications
The Clerk reported that no applications had been received for consideration since the last meeting of the Council.

195.2.
Decision of Planning Inspector – Dollar Park Inquiry 

Members had before them a summary, prepared by Councillor S.R. Baker, of the Inspector’s decision after the Public Planning Inquiry held in January 2009, following a refusal of planning permission by Flintshire County Council.

Having considered the evidence, the Inspector had decided that the site must close and the land be restored having particular regard to the following issues:-

(i)
Highway safety concerns;

(ii)
The impact of the site on the character and appearance of the area; and 

(iii)
The effect upon the setting of a listed building at Glyn Abbot.

With reference to the appeal against the Enforcement Notice, although upheld, it had been varied.   Accordingly, the residents had been allowed 12 months to vacate the site and 14 months to complete the restoration work.

Councillor Baker had a full copy of the Inspector’s decision for anyone wishing to see it.

RESOLVED:

That the summary report be received and noted and Councillor Baker thanked for submitting it to the Council.



(Note:  Councillor M. Mills left the meeting at this point).

196.
ACCOUNTS

196.1.
Accounts for Payment


RESOLVED:

That the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:-





Voucher




    £




  4329
Refurbit Computers Ltd – Update work






on  Council’s website 


 725.00***





  4330
Refurbit Computers Ltd – Hosting/






maintenance of website

   65.00***




  4331
Flintshire County Council – CCTV 






charges Jan-Mar 2009                        2430.45^^^*





  4332
Public Works Loan Board – Loan 






Payment (Council Offices)
          2607.68**^^




  4333
Computer Troubleshooters – 






Office PC Repairs


   57.94****




  4334
British Gas Business – Gas – 






Council Offices

           1095.59****




  4335
Delyn Press – Office Stationery
   48.30^




  4336
D.C. Pierce – Salary – March

 909.76***




  4337
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses – 






March  


               40.00***




  4338
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 7/3/09   240.80***




  4339
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat. Ins. –






March  


             507.66***




  4340  Impact Communications – Town Centre






Management – February 
          1,300.00**








        10,028.18
 
Note:   The Mayor reported that accounts/vouchers No’d  4329 and 4330 were in respect of works undertaken on the Council’s website earlier in the financial year.
Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143




*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.19





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983, S.34


196.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, recording income between 6 February and 6 March 2009.

197.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 
The Town Centre Manager’s report for February was circulated to Members.   

It was noted that 357 signatories had been collected (minimum requirement was 250) demonstrating support for the “Walkers are Welcome” initiative.

The Mayor drew attention to the County’s Rural Development  Initiative whereby Holywell, although not designated as a “rural area” with access to funding, could work in partnership with other persons/organisations to overcome this barrier.  He gave an example whereby walking routes from Holywell could link adjoining Community Council areas via local Notice Boards and thus be eligible for funding for the project.

RESOLVED:



(1)
That the report be received.

(2)
That the Watt’s Dyke Heritage trail be incorporated, where possible and practicable, in the Walkers are Welcome arrangements.

(3)
That the Town Centre Sub-Committee be requested to give further consideration to how the Town Council could qualify for funding under the Flintshire Rural Development Plan.

198.
THE COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN 

Further consideration was given to developing a Community Emergency Plan following the presentation received at the Council meeting on 17 February from Emergency Planning Officers representing the Flintshire and Denbighshire Joint Emergency Planning Unit.



Flood risk etc. maps were circulated to Members.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Council agree, in principle, to

develop a Community Emergency Plan and
that a copy of the Guidance document be copied 
to Members for consideration at the next meeting 

of the Council.
199.
PROPOSALS ON THE FUTURE OF COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCILS IN WALES – CONSULTATION 

Consideration was given to the suggested response to this Consultation Paper prepared by Councillor P.A. York.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the suggested response prepared by Councillor P.A. York be adopted as the Town Council’s formal response to the Consultation Paper and forwarded to the Welsh Assembly Government.

(2)
That Councillor York be thanked for his hard work in this matter.

200.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY SUMMER PLAYSCHEME PROGRAMME 2009 – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The Town Council gave further consideration to participating in this year’s programme following receipt of additional information in support of the programme, from the County’s Play Development Officer.



RESOLVED:

That the Council agree to support the Programme again
this year in the sum of £4067, and that the matter be
reviewed following the publication of the annual report 
following completion of this year’s activities.

201.
ALLOTMENTS – HOLYWELL/GREENFIELD - UPDATE 
Arising the letter circulated from the Head of Leisure Services, Flintshire County Council, Members noted the current position in respect of this matter.  Work on the site in Flint had started and should be completed in late March, weather permitting.   If there remained significant unsatisfied demand afterwards, the County Council would need to consider the situation bearing in mind also the Town Council’s request for priority to be given towards Holywell/Greenfield.

Members, however, very much hoped that early progress could be made to establishing within the Town Council’s area this important community resource which offered environmental and health benefits. 

RESOLVED:

That the Town Council continue to campaign for the provision of allotment gardens in Holywell and Greenfield and that the strong demand already identified for these as well as the several suggested sites on land believed to be in the County’s ownership, be emphasised to the County’s Head of Leisure Services.

202.
REVIEW OF FLINTSHIRE BUS SERVICES
The Town Council was invited to submit its views/comments on the review of the County’s bus services.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the No.11 service Chester – Rhyl be extended to operate along Pen-y-Maes Road during normal working hours/daytime on weekdays.

(2)
That the demand for the Greenfield area service to include Bala Avenue/Rayon Road be stressed, as well as for an extension of the service to the afternoons.

(Note: Councillor L. Thorley left the meeting at this point).

203.
HOLWAY ESTATE – STREET LIGHTING/CCTV ISSUES 

Members had before them a letter from the County’s Head of Highways and Transportation replying to the Town Council’s earlier expressed concerns on the above matters.

A joint site meeting was to take place with the relevant parties (eg County/Town Ward Members, local representatives) to ascertain the extent of the required work and its estimated cost in accordance with the wishes of the community.   Further consideration could then be given to what could be done to address the problem, with the available resources.



RESOLVED:





That the current position be noted.

204.
REVIEW OF POLLING PLACE – MORIAH CHAPEL, PEN-Y-MAES ROAD, HOLYWELL
At the County Council’s request, consideration was given to finding an alternative polling place in view of the forthcoming closure of Moriah Chapel.



RESOLVED:

That the County Council’s Electoral Services Manager be informed that the Town Council considers St. Peter’s Church, Rose Hill, to be a suitable alternative polling place to Moriah Chapel, following its closure.

205.
REVIEW OF ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COUNTY OF FLINTSHIRE 

Members received a copy of the notification letter from the Secretary of the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales (LGBCW) to the County’s Chief Executive, regarding the forthcoming Electoral Review of Flintshire.

A Member referred to one of the directives from the Welsh Ministers to the Commission for its guidance in conducting this review, whereby the aim should be to achieve electoral divisions with a Councillor to electorate ratio no lower than 1:1750.   The implications of this was that Holywell could lose at least one of its Member seats at the next round of elections in 2012, by only a small number of electors if proposals were purely formula based.   Generally, Members also feared that in due course this could, in turn, have an adverse impact on Town Councillor numbers. 


RESOLVED:   
                                                That the LGBCW be informed of the Town Council’s 

                                                reservations at this early stage and its hope that all 

                                                available options that are in the best interests of local

                                                government and the community will be considered by 

                                                the Commission when formulating its draft proposals.
206.
APPOINTMENT OF A RURAL HOUSING ENABLER 

The Council noted the above multi-partnership appointment for a 3 year period.   The post would operate over this period equally across Flintshire and the County Borough of Wrexham.

The role of the Rural Housing Enabler was to work with rural communities providing independent advice and support as a facilitator guiding communities through the complicated process of providing affordable housing.

207.
MEMBERSHIP OF ONE VOICE WALES – 2009/10 

Consideration was given to a letter from the Chief Executive of One Voice Wales inviting the Council to join One Voice Wales from April 2009.   

The Mayor reported that of the 736 Community/Town Councils in Wales, 511 were members.  For North Wales, the figures were 242 and 172 respectively. 



RESOLVED:





That the letter be received, without further action.

208.
DISBANDMENT OF THE FRIENDS OF THE GREENFIELD VALLEY 

ASSOCIATION
The Council received formal notification from the Acting Chairman of the Association indicating that the Association had disbanded and giving the background to the disbandment.

It was noted that the equipment and monies of the “Friends” had been donated to a number of local charities including the Greenfield Valley Trust, Greenfield Residents’ Association, Estuary Cars, Holywell & District Society and Communities First Holywell.

RESOLVED:



That the position be noted.

(Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts left the meeting at this point).

209.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY FORUM 

The Mayor reported on his attendance, together with the Clerk, at the second meeting of the Forum held on 4 March.   Copies of the briefing notes from the meeting regarding Alcohol Control Zones, the Local Development Plan and Local and Community Planning were circulated.

The present intention to seek blanket control on drinking alcohol in public places across the whole of the County, instead of in designated areas, was noted.

The Mayor added that he had raised the matter about the future of car parking charges in Holywell having regard to the current inequitable situation in relation to the County as a whole.   The Director of Environment had said he was looking at the matter and would be producing a report for the Executive although no date had yet been given for this.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Council make representations to the Director of Environment regarding the inequity of the present system of car park charging whereby Holywell (and Mold) are subsidising the rest of the County and that the date of the meeting at which his report is to be presented, be requested.

210.
TOWN ACTION PLAN WORKSHOP 
The Town Centre Sub-Committee Chairman read out a letter from the County’s Economic Development Manager regarding the proposed arrangements and potential dates offered to the Town Council for a Town Action Plan Workshop.


RESOLVED:

                                             That the County Council be informed of the Town
                                             Council’s preferred date of Tuesday 28 April 2009 for
                                             the Workshop.

211. TRAFFIC WARDEN SCHEME AGREEMENT 



RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Sub-Committee be authorised to consider and determine the renewal of the agreement at its meeting on Monday, 23 March 2009.

212.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated at the meeting*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a) Flintshire Rights of Way Improvement Plan

(b) Halkyn Mountain Common Joint Consultative Board Agenda 3/3/09

(c) Ranger Report – 3 March 2009*

(d) Flintshire Voluntary Sector ‘News and Views’ – February 2009

(e) Notice of Wales Marine Energy Task Group Workshop etc

Rhyl Town Hall 3/4/09*.

213.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 

In his position as a governor at Ysgol Maesglas, Councillor B. Scragg gave a brief update of progress with the issues he had reported at the last meeting of the Council.

214.
REPORTED REMARKS ABOUT HOLYWELL MADE AT A RECENT MEETING OF FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
A discussion took place regarding the critical remarks which the Deputy Leader of Flintshire County Council was reported to have said about Holywell at a recent County Council meeting.

The Town Mayor had responded fully on behalf of the Town Council and the people of Holywell.  These letters, together with the written replies received from the County’s Chief Executive and from the Deputy Leader were circulated to Members for their attention at the meeting.   It was noted that the remarks were claimed to have been said in jest and not intended to offend. 
In general, Members expressed their deep concern and disappointment over what had been said, in whatever context intended, which had reflected badly on the community as a whole, particularly in these challenging economic times.   Having strongly defended their position and achievements to date, many of which were linked to partnership working arrangements with the County Council, Members agreed that the matter should not be pursued any further.          


RESOLVED:

                                                That the report be received with regret and that the 

                                                action of the Town Council and its Members

                                                be supported and approved. 
215.
PROPOSED TRANSFER OF SURPLUS LAND CLOSE FORMER LLUESTY HOSPITAL, HOLYWELL – ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL REQUIREMENT 

The Clerk reported that the Health Minister had approved the transfer of this land to the Town Council for a nominal sum (£1) but on the basis that it was at no cost to the Welsh Assembly.   This meant the Council paying the Assembly’s legal fees of about £500 in addition to its own legal costs of about the same sum.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Council maintain its interest in obtaining the land under the proposed new arrangements and that the Clerk be authorised to move matters forward.

(2)
That Communities First, as the proposed manager of the land, be approached for a contribution towards the revised overall legal costs.

(The meeting ended at 9.05 pm).

…………………………………

Mayor 

