HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 16 March 2010 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin (Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, J. Griffiths, 

J.M. Johnson, M. Mills (for minutes 178 and 179), H.G. Roberts, K. Roberts, B. Scragg, R. Spain, Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and P.A. York.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors 

Mrs. M. Jabbitt, E.B. Palmer, B.P. Lambert and L. Thorley.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk), and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) for minutes 178 to 190.

178.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The following declarations of personal interest were made and the relevant forms completed for despatch to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.

Councillor

Agenda Item
(i)
M. Mills 

9.3. Sale of Former Health Clinic, School Lane, 






       Greenfield

(ii)
K. Roberts

                           ----do----


Existence/Nature of Personal Interest

(i)
Member

Village of Greenfield Residents’ Association


(ii)
Chairman

Village of Greenfield Residents’ Association

(Note: Councillors Mills and Roberts also declared a prejudicial interest in the above item and had left the Council Chamber for the discussion and voting).

179.
ONE VOICE WALES – DEVELOPMENTS AND THE BENEFITS OF POSSIBLE FUTURE MEMBERSHIP


As requested by the Council, Simon White, Chief Executive and Gwenllian D. Owen, Development Officer – North Wales, were in attendance together with Bryan Grew, Chairman of the Wrexham/Flintshire Area Committee of One Voice Wales.   The visit had been brought forward from the January meeting.



Mr. White said that the past year had seen many important developments for the sector.  One Voice Wales had been at the heart of these, whilst continuing to provide high quality services to its members. 



Some of its achievements included:-

· Charter arrangements in place in parts of Wales.

· Implementation of a Councillor training programme throughout Wales.

· Representation on the Councillors’ Commission Expert Panel for Wales.

· Representation on the Local Government Partnership Council.

· Following sustained pressure, the extension of the Power of Wellbeing and publication of the Legislative Competence Order for local government had been major developments.

Reference was also made to some of the testimonials received in the past year from member Councils.

The annual membership fee for 2010/11 was £977 for Holywell based on 3,989 chargeable dwellings at 24.48p per dwelling.

Ms Owen supplemented Mr. White’s presentation by referring to the various ways that One Voice Wales provided value for money for its member Councils.

A question and answer session followed covering areas relating to Welsh Assembly Government funding for and partnership arrangements with One Voice Wales, the need for timely consultation with Community/Town Councils on important issues and preparing for the proposed new “Power of Wellbeing”.

The Mayor thanked the representatives for their attendance and for the helpful information provided.

RESOLVED:

That the issues raised in the presentation be considered in conjunction with the later item on the agenda regarding the invitation to join One Voice Wales (Minute No.194).




            (Note:  Councillor M. Mills left the meeting at this

                                                point).

180.     MAYOR’S REMARKS

                        The Mayor referred to the Fairtrade and Special Celyn Farmers Market

            at Northop planned for Sunday 21 February, which unfortunately had to be

            cancelled because of snow.

                        The Dedication Service and display of the new flags on the Old Town

            Hall on Saturday 27 February, had been very successful and worthwhile and

            thanks were recorded for all those who had been connected with the

            arrangements.   The attendance of the Holywell Band had added to the

            enjoyment of the occasion.   The event had been well covered by the press

            although some additional advance publicity would also have helped.  

181.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following meetings be respectively approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor and the Chairman of the relevant Sub-Committee:

Council Meeting held on 16 February 2010;

Council Offices Sub-Committee held on 22 February 2010.

182.
PLANNING

182.1
New Planning Applications
Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal
047032
Proposed erection of hood awning to side entrance – Victoria Hotel, High Street, Holywell

No objection provided the proposal conforms to conservation area policies and any requirements arising from highway issues.

047133
Listed Building Application – Erection of hood awning to side entrance, demolition of outbuilding (in retrospect) and display of advertisements on existing hoardings and display of trading name on proposed hood awning  - Victoria Hotel, High Street, Holywell.  Note:  Description of proposal had been amended (underlined section) and amended plans had been received.

No objection provided proposal complies with listed building regulations and any requirements arising from highway issues.

047034
Display advertisements on existing hoardings and display of trading name on proposed hood awning – Victoria Hotel, High Street, Holywell.

No objection provided the proposal conforms to conservation area policies and any requirements arising from highway issues. 

047128
Outline – Erection of 2 No. two-bedroom mews houses and 1 No. two-bedroom apartment – land adjacent to 8 Old Quay, Greenfield Road, Holywell.

Defer consideration until the Town Council’s meeting on 20 April, to enable current investigations into various potential planning issues to be completed.

047178
Partial change of use of ground floor and entire first floor to form 3 No. self-contained apartments and alterations to finishes of yard area – County Court Buildings, Halkyn Street, Holywell.

No objection provided the proposal complies with listed building regulations and any requirements arising from highway issues.

047191
First floor extension to rear of existing kitchen – 5 Gwenffrwd Road, Holywell.



No objection.
047212
Erection of Stable Block – Brynford Hall Farm, Brynford, Holywell.



No objection.

(Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above seven applications).

182.2.
Responses to Flintshire Unitary Development Plan (UDP) Proposed Modifications Representations and Adoption Process
The letter from the County’s Head of Planning with an update on the next steps in the process was noted.

A Member added that the UDP had been accepted, in principle, at the special County Council meeting on 9 March.   However, as there were a number of outstanding matters, these items had been referred back for further consultation.

183.
ACCOUNTS

183.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That the payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





  4545
NW Association of Larger Town/


Community Councils – Subsistence(3) 37.50*





  4546
Viking Direct – Photocopy paper/

Sundries



121.97****

  4547
Ideal Cleaning Repairs – Portable 

Appliance Tests – Office
              29.96****





  4548
British Telecom – 3629 2204 –

Broadband



110.20**** 





  4549
British Telecom – 8118 4276

Alarm 




  65.35****





  4550
British Telecom 8121 8884 –

Land Line



120.95****





  4551
Copywrite Systems – Photocopier

Charges 26/8/09-11/11/09

115.00****        





  4552
Copywrite Systems – Photocopier

Charges 18/11/09-11/2/10

117.50****

  4553 
Infotone – Printer cartridges

147.40**** 
  4554
GB Stones Ltd – Office furniture 

Removal to Well Street Garage
  29.38****

  4555  Flintshire County Council – CCTV 

Charges 2009/10 
                   10,119.30^^^*

  4556
Public Works Loan Board – Loan 

Payment (Cl. Offices)

         2,607.68****
  4557
D.C. Pierce – Salary – March             950.70*** 




  4558
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses 






March   



  40.00***




  4559
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 

6/3/10 




242.20***




  4560
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat. Ins. –






March   



473.59***




  4561
Impact Communications – Town 

Centre Management – February       1,300.00**





  4562
British Gas Business – Gas –






Council Offices


 902.83****










          ________


  
                                      



        17,531.51










          ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

183.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 28 February 2010.

184.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY 
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for February.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.

The position in respect of the vacant former Woolworths store  remained unchanged.  Another enquiry about the ex-Harvey World Travel shop had been received and the potential tenant shown around the premises.

A Member expressed dismay at the condition of certain empty premises on the High Street which did not present an encouraging sight to prospective occupiers.   Discussion took place on the options available, although it was understood that the County’s Holywell THI Officer was already making some progress towards getting co-operation for repairs/improvement.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

(2)
That the Town Centre Manager be requested to inform the Holywell THI Officer of the Town Council’s concerns in the hope that progress can be continued towards achieving an early resolution to outstanding issues.

185.
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2007-13 : AXES 3 AND 4 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES
Members received with concern and disappointment a copy of a letter from the Rural Policy Unit (Countryside Policy Division) Welsh Assembly Government with regard to the unsuccessful outcome of  the County Council’s request (supported by the Town Council) to revise the rural classification of the three Holywell Wards.   

The reply stated that from both a policy and a statistical perspective, the evidence clearly supported the “Service Centre” classification which currently applied.   The additional information provided describing the nature of these wards and their interaction with the surrounding rural areas, reinforced the “Service Centre” classification, but did not outweigh the statistical evidence, which defined these wards as “large town, less sparse” with no “rural” output areas.



RESOLVED:

That the Welsh Assembly Government be made aware of the Town Council’s position on this matter and that clarification be sought on the nature and extent of the outstanding requirements that need to be fulfilled to meet the policy and statistical criteria for the classification of rural status for Holywell;   Also, whether there are any plans to review the methodology on which outcomes are based.

186.
NEW LIFE CHURCH (“THE CHURCH IN THE PARK”) HOLYWELL – PROPOSED NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY
Consideration was given to a letter from the Senior Minister and Chair of Trustees seeking the Council’s support for the creation of the above facility for the town centre and local communities.

Members agreed it would be helpful to have a presentation on the proposals, although it appreciated that the next available opportunity on the Council’s calendar of meetings was not until July.



RESOLVED:

That the Senior Minister and Chair of Trustees – New Life Church, Holywell be thanked for his letter and invited to attend the Council’s July meeting to provide more details about the proposal.

187.
SALE OF FORMER HEALTH CLINIC, SCHOOL LANE, GREENFIELD – REQUEST FOR A LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE VILLAGE OF GREENFIELD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION IN ITS EFFORTS TO PURCHASE THE BUILDING


At the Mayor’s request, consideration was given to the above matter.  The Association was interested in buying the building for community use and was intending to apply to the Welsh Assembly Government for the necessary resources from its “Transfer of Assets Fund”.  The fund existed for purposes whereby community groups could buy public buildings surplus to the requirements of local public bodies in Wales.

The property was scheduled to be sold by public auction on 26 March 2010.  Wide-ranging support to delay the auction was being sought to enable the Association to bring its plans to fruition.

RESOLVED:

That the request be granted and that an appropriate supporting letter be forwarded to the Health Board.

188.
PLAY AREAS – PROPOSED MATCHFUNDING ARRANGEMENTS 2010-2013


This item had been placed on the agenda at the Mayor’s request.  The Mayor referred to her understanding that the County Council intended to write to all Community/Town Councils regarding the possibility of entering into a “partnership agreement” for approved schemes for play area improvements, on a £ for £ basis.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Council express an informal interest at this stage pending further consideration after receiving more details about the proposal.

189.
LAND AT PARK LANE, HOLYWELL 



Consideration was given to a letter from the County’s Corporate Valuer enquiring whether the Town Council would be interested in managing this surplus parcel of County Council land by way of a lease.



Reference was made to the Town Council’s previous views on the future of this land whereby Members considered that the land formed an integral part of the adjacent Fron Park.   As such, it was felt that there was scope to enhance the Park by the County Council retaining the land and for example re-establishing a nursery and/or developing natural habitats on the site.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the County Council be informed that the Town Council’s views regarding the future of the land at Park Lane are unchanged and that the County Council be asked to review the situation.

(2)       That the County Council be also informed that

            there may be an opportunity to progress matters

            jointly with the Town Council to appropriately

            develop the land at Park Lane, and that the

            Town Council would be willing to consider the

            possibility of a partnership agreement, on a 

            matchfunding basis, within the broad objectives

            outlined.

(3)       That subject to a positive response being

            received from the County Council, the 

            Holywell and Greenfield Development 

            Sub-Committee be requested to consider future

            arrangements for the land in the first instance

            and to make recommendations. 

190.
WOODLAND CLOSE TO THE FORMER LLUESTY HOSPITAL, HALKYN ROAD, HOLYWELL – UPDATE


The Clerk reported that the Council’s Solicitors were ready to move forward in this matter.   The Communities First Board had also confirmed its commitment to managing the woodland on behalf of the Council and this had been incorporated into the Partnership’s Workplan for 2010/11.   The Board was keen to develop a programme of activities as soon as a Management Agreement was in place.



RESOLVED:

That the Mayor and Clerk be authorised to sign the

Land Transfer Deed and that, if required, the Holywell 

and Greenfield Development Sub-Committee consider 

any contentious issues relating to the Draft Woodland 

Management Agreement with Communities First prior

to its submission for approval by the Council.

(Note:  Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, left the meeting at this point).

191.
POLLING STATION – HOLYWELL EAST


A letter from the County Council’s Electoral Registration Officer was considered following concern expressed by the Member of Parliament for Delyn about the possibility of a poor turnout at the forthcoming parliamentary general election if a more “local” polling station for the ward was not used.



St. Peter’s Church Hall, Rose Hill had been used as a replacement polling station for Moriah Chapel at the European parliamentary election in June, 2009.   It appeared that a return to Moriah Chapel was a possibility as the chapel building was back on the market and that representatives of the property were willing to allow its use again as a polling station, provided it still met the requirements of the Returning Officer.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Council supports reverting to Moriah Chapel for the forthcoming election or, alternatively, to have a portacabin on the Abbots Arms car park or on the green opposite the shops in Pen y Maes.

192.
TRAFFIC WARDEN SCHEME AGREEMENT 2010/11 



Consideration was given to renewing the agreement and funding for a temporary Traffic Warden for the next annual period ending on 31 March 2011.   The cost to the Town Council for this period was £5,285 for which budget provision had been made.



Some Members expressed concern at the “double rating” effect of the proposal.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Council agree to continue with a Traffic Warden for the community of Holywell for the next 12 months.

(Note: Councillors J.M. Johnson, B. Scragg and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks requested that their names be recorded as having voted against this resolution and Councillor R. Spain as having abstained from voting).

193.
NOTICE OF VARIATION OF GARAGE RENT – 3 WELL STREET GARAGES, HOLYWELL 



Members noted that, as from Monday 5 April 2010 the rent of its garage at No. 3 Well Street Garages would increase by 2% from £3.57 to £3.64 + VAT.

194.
ONE VOICE WALES MEMBERSHIP 2010/11 



Members considered this item taking into account the presentations made at the start of the meeting.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Council does not take up membership at the present time.

(2)       That the matter be referred to the Finance

            Committee for further consideration at its

            precept setting meeting for 2011/12.

195.
TOWN CENTRE PARTNERSHIP – APPOINTMENT OF NEW REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE TOWN COUNCIL 



As Councillors Mrs. M. Jabbitt and E.B. Palmer had stood down as members of the Partnership, it was necessary to consider appointing representatives in their place.



RESOLVED:





(1)
That the following appointments be made:

· Town Centre Partnership (2 Members) Councillors J. Griffiths and J.M. Johnson.

· Sub-Group of Town Partnership (1 Member)

Councillor J. Griffiths.

(2)
That, should there be another place on the Sub-Group for a representative of the Town Council, Councillor B. Scragg (previously appointed as a member of the Town Partnership) be appointed to fill that place.

196.
REPORTS ETC RECEIVED


Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.


(a)
Balance your Bobbies Initiative – North Wales Police*;


(b)
North Wales Police Authority’s e-bulletin ‘Y Bont’ – Issue 2;


(c)
Flintshire Regeneration Partnership EBulletin – February 2010*


(d)
Heritage in Wales – Issue 45 – Spring 2010;


(e)
Flintshire NEWCIS News for Carers – Spring 2010.

197.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 



None received.

198.
CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.55pm.

………………………………..

Mayor

