
HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 15 March 2011 at 6.30pm.

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.J. Curtis (Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, J. Griffiths, 

Mrs. M. Jabbitt, J.M. Johnson, B.P. Lambert (for minutes 160 to 171), 

E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts, B. Scragg, R. Spain, L. Thorley, 

Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and P.A. York.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors M. Mills and K. Roberts. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager).

160.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The following declaration of personal interest was made and the relevant form completed for despatch to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.

Councillor




Agenda Item

(i)
Mrs. R. Dolphin

10.4.
Postal Services Bill-Future of the

                                                                                    Post Office Network 

Existence/Nature of Personal Interest
(i) Postmistress.

(Note: Councillor Dolphin also declared a prejudicial interest in this item and withdrew from the meeting for the discussion and voting).

161.
SYMPATHY

The Mayor referred to the recent earthquake and terrible tsunami that had hit Japan’s north-east coast and Members joined him in expressing sympathy to the people of Japan, particularly the families of the victims of the disasters.

162.
WELCOME
The Mayor welcomed Councillor B.P. Lambert to the meeting following his absence from Council meetings due to illness.

163.
NORTH WALES POLICE – COMMUNITY POLICING ISSUES
Inspector Iwan Roberts and Sergeant John Williams were in attendance for this item.

Inspector Roberts reported that, as a result of the coalition Government’s financial policy, North Wales Police needed to reduce its expenditure by about £15m in real terms.  This was a significant amount and, as a result, some hard decisions had to be taken.    This was particularly relevant in terms of staff as wages made up a large proportion of the police budget.   Inspector Roberts outlined the proposed changes.   From 4 May, 2011 the North Flintshire Policing Division would merge with the Deeside area.  All response sergeants would be based at a ‘hub’ in Mold and the number of Inspectors in the Force would be reduced from 15 to 10.

He added that there would still be officers based at Holywell, Flint and Mostyn pending a review of police stations.   Also, neighbourhood policing teams based locally would remain.   The existing number of Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) were unchanged although there would be 1 less Community Beat Manager.    

The Council was also informed that Inspector Roberts would be succeeded by Inspector Paul McKeown from the East Conwy Police District on 4 May.  

Members expressed their serious concerns at the present and future  implications of the reported cuts.   In the responses to Members’ questions, reference was made to the 15% reduction achieved in the crime rate.   This meant that since the last report to the Council there had been 360 less victims of crime.   In relation to incidents of dog fouling, 62 verbal warnings and 4 penalty tickets had been issued.

Members joined the Mayor in thanking Inspector Roberts for his services whilst in command at North Flintshire and in wishing him well for the future.

RESOLVED:  

That the Council record its appreciation for the presentation by Inspector Roberts together with the additional information provided by Sergeant John Williams.

164.
CENSUS 2011 – SUNDAY 27 MARCH 

A short presentation was given by Ms. Ceri Brooks, Census Area Manager for Denbighshire, Flintshire and Wrexham regarding this year’s Census.   She outlined the main requirements and answered Members’ questions.  The cost of undertaking the Census worked out roughly at 87p per person over the 10 years between the statutory surveys.   It was important to keep in mind that the personal information provided on the forms remained confidential for 100 years, although the more general answers would be used for statistical purposes to “Help Tomorrow Take Shape” so that local services such as schools, hospitals, housing, roads and emergency services could be planned and funded for the future.   Forms could be completed/returned before 27 March if required and help was always available with form-filling etc., either from Ms. Brooks or from one of her team of officers.   An information sheet on the Census was left for Members for their future reference.



The Mayor thanked Ms. Brooks for her informative presentation.



RESOLVED:

That the Council record its appreciation for the presentation given by Ms. Ceri Brooks.

165.
MAYOR’S REMARKS
The Mayor reported that he had officiated at the opening of the Tea Rooms at “The Mill on the Hill” (Greenfield Road, Holywell) on St. David’s Day – 1 March.    Attendance at the event had been very good and he was pleased to see that a much needed facility at the Holywell Art & Craft Mill had been provided.

The Flintshire County Council’s ‘Chairman’s Charity Dinner’ had been attended on 4 March at Deeside College.

166.
MINUTES 



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the minutes of the following meetings be

approved and signed as a correct record by the 

Mayor/Chairman of the relevant Sub-Committee:

Council Meeting held on 15 February 2011.

Council Offices Sub-Committee held on 

22 February 2011.

(2)
That the resolutions of the Council Offices Sub-Committee be supported/approved.

167.
PLANNING 

167.1.
Planning Applications 


(Action taken by the Mayor and Clerk in view of the request for an early response by the Flintshire County Planning Authority).

No.

Proposal
047933
Erection of 9 detached dwellings – The Old Church Hall/The Close, Well Street, Holywell: for Maray Properties

No objection.  Concerns are however expressed regarding the 

· perceived increase in traffic from access along Well Street

· compounding of drainage/flooding problems due to lack of capacity of the existing sewerage system

· impact on nearby designated historic site

· impact on trees covered by Tree Preservation Orders

· encroachment/loss of Greenfield Valley land.

RESOLVED:



That the action taken be noted and approved.


167.2.
Planning Applications


(General)

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process, the timescale for response allowing for them to be considered at the monthly meeting.

RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal

047926
Outline – construction of 15no. 2/3 bedroom two-storey mews houses with all matters reserved – Land to the rear of Bodowen Surgery, Halkyn Road, Holywell for Flintshire County Council.

Further deferral to the Town Council’s April meeting to enable completion of ongoing enquiries into the reported military history of the site, access and drainage issues.   Mayor and Clerk to respond on behalf of the Council if a decision is required in the meantime.

048264
Erection of 44no. two-storey and three-storey dwellings including associated parking, open space and formation of new access – Land west of Brignant, Halkyn Road, Holywell: for Watkin Jones Homes.

No objection.  Concerns are however expressed regarding the:

· perceived access difficulties in relation to traffic using the A5026.

· compounding of drainage/flooding problems due to lack of capacity of the existing sewerage system

· potentially inadequate infrastructure within the community at present to deal with the impact of a development of this size.

048293
Erection of extension to garage with new pitched roof over, demolition of outhouse and construction of utility room – Tan y Fron, Fron Park Road, Holywell: for 

Mr. C. Corbett.

No objection. 

048304
Substitution of house type on plot 27 – Plot 27, 38 The Ridgeway, Holywell: for Anwyl Construction Co. Ltd.

No objection.

048323
Retention of 50m high anemometry mast for temporary period of 3 years – Kingspan Ltd, Greenfield Business Park 2, Greenfield, Holywell: for Kingspan Ltd.

No objection.

048327
Erection of a two-storey extension – 17 Rhoslan, Pen y Maes, Holywell: for Mr. & Mrs. R. Sim.

No objection.

048361
Installation of photovoltaic roof mounted power plant and associated electrical engineering works – Kingspan Ltd., Greenfield Business Park2,Ba, Greenfield Holywell: for Blue Energy Solar Ltd.

(Note: The Clerk reported that the application was not retrospective as first indicated by the County Council).

No objection.

(Note:  Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above eight applications).

168.
ACCOUNTS


168.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

(1)
That, payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.   





Voucher




      £

  4762   Flintshire Citizens Advice Bureau –

             Donation
1,000.00^^
  4763   Estuary/Voluntary Car Scheme –

             Donation
600.00^^
  4764   LITE – Test/Cert. Christmas Lights

             Anchor Bolt Fixings 
1,868.25^^
  4765   British Telecom – One Bill Plus 


             10/2/11
                                                 91.10****

  4766   Public Works Loan Board – 

             Loan Payment (Cl. Offices) 
           2,607.68****                                                

  4767   Society of Local Council Clerks –

             Branch Conference Fee 
48.00* 

  4768   British Gas Business – Gas – 

             Council Offices                               1343.38****

  4769   Impact Communications – Town 

             Centre Management – February  
    1300.00**

  4770  D.C. Pierce – Salary – March
          977.48***
  4771  Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses 

                        March 
   40.00***

  4772  Mrs. M. Edwards – Office Cleaner –

Wages to 5/3/11


 225.60***

  4773  HMRC (Inland Revenue) PAYE/

            
National Insurance – March 

 509.79***
                                                  4774  D.C. Pierce – Travelling (General)        55.60***                                                                     

                                                  4775  Flintshire County Council – CCTV

                                                            Recharges 2010/11                         17,137.81^^^*
27,804.69

           
                                                                                                        _________
Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953

                                                            S.4





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

168.2.
CCTV Recharges 2010/11 – Outstanding Invoice
The Clerk reported receipt since the Agenda for the meeting was circulated, of the awaited invoice in the sum of £17,137.81.  The Chairman of the Audit Sub-Committee confirmed the position.   Provision had been included in the current budget to cover the amount.


RESOLVED:

That Voucher no. 4775 be approved and added to the list of accounts for payment in Minute 168.1.

168.3.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 28 February 2011.

169.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – FEBRUARY
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for February.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.    

It was noted that the new concessionaire of The Mill on the Hill (Tea Rooms) had agreed to display a large wall mounted panel showing places of interest to visitors in and around Holywell in the premises.   The Town Centre Manager had identified a possible source of funding to cover 70% of its cost.   The Holywell Business News (Spring 2011, edition) had been compiled and distributed accordingly.   Reference was also made to work undertaken to ensure that local businesses had been informed of the Vulnerability Self Assessment Tool.  This initiative was being promoted by the North Wales Police to help businesses prepare for major incidents that could affect a business ranging from flood, fire through to attacks from arsonists and terrorists.

As an addendum to his report, the Town Centre Manager explained that the County Council had acquired a mobile sports stadium which it intended to take to places throughout the County to encourage young people to take part in sports activities.   Possible visits to Holywell were being investigated with the County’s officers.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

170.
FLOOD AND WATER MANAGEMENT ACT 2010
Consideration was given to the reply received from the County’s Head of Assets and Transportation to the Town Council’s earlier request for an update on the implementation arrangements for the above Act and its implications for the County, the Holywell community in particular.

Members agreed that further clarification was required on certain issues.

RESOLVED:
That Councillor P.A. York and the Clerk be authorised

to arrange a suitable response to the letter to take 

account of the views expressed at the meeting.

171.
TRAFFIC WARDEN SCHEME AGREEMENT 2011/12

Consideration was given to renewing the current Agreement that had been circulated separately to Members.   The cost to the Town Council for the next annual period was £5,500.   Provision had been included in the budget.   The Clerk reported on certain disadvantages to the Council over the years from the wording of  the Agreement although these had been overcome operationally with the goodwill of the Traffic Warden.

It was understood that should the County Council take over the control of parking enforcement between 1 April 2011 and 31 March 2012, a refund of a proportion of the annual sum paid under the Agreement would be made to the Town Council.   

Details of the action taken by the Mr. Peter Ball, Traffic Warden, in respect of parking and motor tax offences in Holywell/Greenfield during 2010 were also circulated.   The Council recorded its thanks for his services.  

RESOLVED:



(1)
That the position be noted.

(2)
That the Town Council agree to continue with a Traffic Warden for the community of Holywell for the next 12 months on the Terms and Conditions of the submitted Agreement but including  a proviso for a part refund in the circumstances referred to.

(Notes  i) Councillor B. Scragg requested that his name 


    be recorded as having voted against 

                Resolution (2) above;

ii)  Councillor B.P. Lambert left the meeting at    

     this point.

172.
DOG FOULING, CLEARING UP OF DOG WASTE AND ENFORCEMENT MEASURES
This item was placed on the agenda for consideration of the current situation at the request of Councillor E.B. Palmer.

A briefing note for Members, prepared by the County’s Team Leader – Public Protection, was circulated by the Clerk.   It was noted that persistent dog fouling offenders in Flintshire had been targeted by the County’s Public Protection officers in partnership with North Wales Police as part of an ongoing enforcement campaign running throughout 2010/11.

Concern was expressed by Members regarding those occasions when  the dog waste not cleared up by the person in charge of the dog.   

Councillor S.R. Baker also referred to his earlier request for a dog bin in/around the town centre.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the offer of assistance from Councillor 

E.B. Palmer to help identify dog fouling “hot spots” etc., be passed on to the County Council.

(2)
That the County Council be notified that the Town Council considers the cleaning up of uncleared dog waste to be a County Council responsibility and its co-operation sought in that respect.

(3)
That Councillor S.R. Baker forward to the Clerk a location plan showing the preferred site for a dog bin in the area concerned and this be passed  to the County Council for attention following neighbour consultations, if applicable.

173.
THE POSTAL SERVICES BILL – FUTURE OF THE POST OFFICE NETWORK
This item had been placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor B. Scragg.

Consideration was given to the implications of the above mentioned Bill (currently well advanced in the parliamentary process) on post offices operating in shops etc.   It was understood that the privatisation of the Post Offices Network under the current proposals was likely to lead to forced closure of several of these post offices through new operational and financial arrangements.   This would have a significant detrimental effect on the providers and users of the service.                                                                                                                    

RESOLVED: 

That the Clerk raise the issues referred to with the relevant Government Minister for his comments (with a copy to The Rt. Hon. David Hanson, M.P. for Delyn) and also seek the Minister’s assurances that appropriate and equitable arrangements are in place to ensure that future service delivery is safeguarded in the public interest.

174.
PROPOSED SALE OF COUNTY COUNCIL OWNED FARMS – POSSIBLE LAND FOR ALLOTMENTS
At the request of Councillor B. Scragg, consideration was given to supporting the development of allotment sites, where possible, and where there was a demand for a site(s) in a particular area, for example in Greenfield.



RESOLVED:

That the request be supported provided that such 

action did not affect the viability of a farm and 

that the County Council be requested to consider 

the proposal.

175.
MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS (HOLYWELL COMMUNITIES FIRST) FOR WOODLAND ON THE WEST SIDE OF HALKYN ROAD, HOLYWELL 

By way of information, the Clerk reported that proposals were being presented to the Communities First Partnership Board at its meeting on 17 March, that were intended  to help move this matter forward.



RESOLVED:





That the position be noted.

176.
NOTICE OF VARIATION OF GARAGE RENT – 3 WELL STREET GARAGES, HOLYWELL 

Members noted that, as from Monday 4 April 2011, the rent of its garage at No. 3 Well Street Garages, would increase by 5% from £3.64 to £3.82 + VAT.

177.
HOLYWELL TOWN CENTRE PARTNERSHIP (HTCP) – STATUE SUB-GROUP


RESOLVED:

That in response to a request from the HTCP, Councillor J. Griffiths be appointed as the Town Council’s representative on its Statue Sub-Group.

178.
FINANCE COMMITTEE – WEDNESDAY 23 MARCH 2011 AT 6.00PM
The Clerk reported that an application had been received for substantial funding from the Council.   In consultation with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor (Chairman of the Finance Committee), arrangements had been made for a meeting of the Finance Committee to be convened as shown above.  Agendas were circulated to Members at the meeting.   It was noted that the applicant had also been invited to attend the meeting.

Reference was made to an urgent evening meeting of the Governors (Greenfield School) on 23 March.   In view of the number of Members affected, consideration was given to changing the time of the Finance Committee in order to avoid a clash.

RESOLVED:

That the meeting of the Finance Committee be held 

on Wednesday 23 March at Bank Place Offices starting at the new time of 7pm to consider and determine the application.

179.
REPORT(S) ETC. RECEIVED 

Members were informed that the following item(s) had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Flintshire County Council: Corporate Asset Management Plan 2010-2015;

(b)
Flintshire County Council: CCTV Incident Statistics – 1 October 2010 to 31 December 2010 – Holywell;

(c)
Flintshire County Forum: Notice of meeting on 16 March;

(d)
Flintshire ‘Play Memories’ Campaign Questionnaire*;

(e)
Various letters of thanks/appreciation to the Town Council for donations received;

(f)
Transition Holywell & District Newsletter: Winter-Spring 2010-11*;

(g)
Energy Saving Trust – Introduction to the Welsh Assembly Government’s ‘Ynni’r Fro’ Programme;

(h)
Flintshire NEWCIS News for Carers – Spring 2011;

(i)
Screening for Life – The Newsletter of Public Health Wales Screening Division – 2011, Issue 6.

In addition, the following item was circulated to each Member at the meeting, for information.

(j)
Holywell Business News – Spring 2011 (Issue 31);

180.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 

Councillor P.A. York reported on his attendance at meetings of the North Wales Play Association on 3 and 10 March.

Although not directly related to this agenda item, the following matters were reported for information:

· Councillor J. Griffiths – successful Holywell Band (St. David’s Day)  Concert at St Peter’s Church on 4 March;

· Councillor Mrs K. Davies – final sitting of Flint Magistrates’ Court prior to its official closure.

181.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLC AND PRESS 



RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (consideration of possible contractual  information) the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items (minutes 181.1 and 181.2) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended.


181.1.
Coastal Hawks Project (Holywell) – Proposal/Quotation

Consideration was given to information received by the Town Centre Manager regarding the limited nature of the service that could be provided in relation to the control of feral pigeons in the town centre using birds of prey.      

RESOLVED:

(1)       That the proposal submitted by Rhyl-

      based Coastal Hawks be not pursued.

(2)       That the Town Centre Manager investigate 

      other possible control measures and their costs.


181.2.
Office Accommodation 12-14 Bank Place / Former courthouse, 

                        Holywell

                        The Clerk reported on his enquiries of the County Council at the 

                        request of the Council Offices Sub-Committee regarding possible 

                        adaptation works to its existing accommodation at Bank Place and to

                        any exemptions that might apply in respect of the accessibility 

                        requirements.   It was understood, however, that the scope for these 

                        was limited.    The Clerk indicated that the owner of the former 

                        courthouse had asked for an early indication of the Town Council’s

                        final intentions.

                        Holywell Communities First remained interested in the Council’s 

                        accommodation at the Valuation Office Agency’s (VOA)

                        recommended figures.  

                       RESOLVED:

                                                That the Chairman of the Council Offices Sub-

                                                Committee and the Clerk be authorised to meet with

                                                the owner of the former courthouse to discuss the 

                                                financial position in more detail having regard to the

                                                VOA’s recommendations.                                          

182.
CLOSE OF MEETING 


           The Mayor closed the meeting at 9.05 pm.

………………………………..

Mayor


