HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Holywell Art & Craft Mill (Gallery – first floor), Greenfield Road, Holywell on Tuesday 17 May 2011 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.A. York (Mayor)

                                Councillor J.M. Johnson (Deputy Mayor) see minute No’s 1.2 / 2.  

            Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, 

J. Griffiths, B.P. Lambert, M. Mills, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts, K. Roberts, B. Scragg, R. Spain, L. Thorley and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor

Mrs. M. Jabbitt.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk), M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) and former Councillors/Past Mayors of Holywell Town Council.

1.
ELECTION OF MAYOR – MUNICIPAL YEAR 2011/12


1.1.
Retiring Mayor’s Remarks – Review of Year 2010/11

Retiring Mayor, Councillor P.J. Curtis opened his report by making reference to the sudden death on his 85th birthday on 8 May of Sir Ronald Waterhouse GBE, QC, who was born in Holywell.   He was a retired High Court Judge.   He had also led the three-year inquiry in the 1990s which focussed on widespread abuse in the child care system in North Wales from 1974.   This resulted in the creation of Wales’ first Children’s Commissioner in 2001.

Members joined the Mayor in recording the Council’s sympathy at his passing.

Councillors Curtis thanked all Councillors and the officers for their support during his third term in office as Town Mayor, in particular the Deputy Mayor, Councillor York, for his help in deputising at certain events.   It had been a fairly eventful year that both the Mayor and Mayoress had enjoyed.

In referring to the many civic engagements and other events attended, Councillor Curtis mentioned a few highlights including his Civic Sunday, the St. Winefride’s Annual Procession, the successful ‘999 day’ in the town, Remembrance Sunday and the medal presentations afterwards at Prestatyn REME, Christmas events at Holywell Community Hospital – especially the Christmas morning visit, the commemorative event at the Drill Hall for the late Guardsman David Roberts and the 2480 Squadron Air Cadets Open Night /Display, the well attended Cadi Ha Festival and the opening of The Mill on the Hill Tea Rooms which was a considerable asset to the local area.   He had made contributions to charity and in particular to St. Kentigern  including £798 in donations.


1.2.
Mayor’s Election 



RESOLVED:

That Councillor Peter Astell York be elected Mayor of Holywell Town Council for 2011/12.

1.3.
Investiture of Chain of Office, Signing of Declaration of Office and Other Formalities
The newly elected Mayor, Councillor P.A. York, was invested with the Mayor’s Chain of Office from the retiring Mayor.   He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office (countersigned by the Clerk).



Councillor P.A. York chaired the remainder of the meeting.

Following the Mayor’s announcement, the Mayoress - Councillor Mrs. Sheena E. Wallbanks was invested with her Chain of Office by the retiring Mayoress, Mrs. Jennifer Curtis, the ladies also exchanging floral gifts.   The Mayor presented Councillor Mrs. Wallbanks with a personal gift in appreciation.

The Mayor presented the retiring Mayor, Councillor P.J. Curtis with an inscribed Council plaque to mark his term of office and also two personal gifts.

The Mayor and several Members thanked the retiring Mayor for all his good work for and on behalf of the Council and the community, in particular local charities.


1.4.
Newly Elected Mayor’s Statement
After receiving the best wishes of all Members for a successful year in office, the Mayor thanked everyone for their support, in particular the Clerk, in arranging the Annual Meeting at the new venue.   He was very pleased with the outcome.   He looked forward to his second term of office as Town Mayor, fulfilling a role as ambassador for the town and representing the community.

2.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR – MUNICIPAL YEAR 2011/12


RESOLVED:

That Councillor Joseph Malcolm Johnson be elected Deputy Mayor of Holywell Town Council for 2011/12.

            The Deputy Mayor was invested with his Chain of Office by the Mayor.   He 

            signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as part of the Town Council’s

            formalities (countersigned by the Clerk).

3.
PRESENTATION TO PAST HOLYWELL TOWN MAYORS
The Mayor presented a Past Mayor Jewel to former office holders as follows.   In doing so, he added that he was delighted to be able to action the Council’s earlier commitment to present an official memento to past Town Mayors in recognition of their important service to and for the community in the Office of Town Mayor.


   Councillor Mrs. K. Davies

1981/82; 1990/91; 1997/98; 2006/7


   Mrs. M. Davies


1983/84


   Mr. T. Jones



1986/87


   Councillor J. Griffiths

1988/89; 1996/97; 2008/09


   Councillor P.J. Curtis

1992/93; 1998/99; 2010/11


   Mr. A.D. Williams


1993/94; 1999/2000


   Mrs. A.L. Hughes


1995/96


   Councillor Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks
2001/02


   Mrs. M.B. Jones


2002/03

 
   Councillor B.P. Lambert

2004/05


   Councillor E.B. Palmer

2007/08


   Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin

2009/10

4.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The following declaration of personal interest was made and the relevant form completed for the Clerk to forward on to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.

	Minute

No.
	Name of

Councillor
	Personal
	Prejudicial
	Nature of

Interest

	13
	Mrs. R. Dolphin
	Yes
	No
	Owner of a Post Office


5.
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES
Consideration was given to appointing representatives to outside bodies for the ensuing municipal year and Members had before them for this purpose, a copy of the current representation.



RESOLVED:

That the following Members be appointed to 

serve on the bodies listed for 2011/12.

(a)
The Meeting Place

Councillor Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks

                        (b)
Holway Community Centre
Councillor R. Spain








Councillor L. Thorley








Councillor P.A. York



(c)
The Holywell Band

Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt








Deputy: Councillor P.J. Curtis



(d)
Greenfield Youth Club




Management Committee 
Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin



(e)
North Wales Association of 





Town etc. Councils

Councillor Mrs. K. Davies

                                                                                    Councillor B. Scragg








Councillor R. Spain








Deputy: Councillor J.M. Johnson



(f)
Greenfield Valley Trust Ltd
Councillor K. Roberts



(g)
Clwyd Community Chest
Councillor J. Griffiths



(h)
Holywell & District 






Twinning Association             Councillor P.A. York



(i)
Halkyn Mountain Common 





Joint Consultative Board
Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt

                                                                                    Councillor M. Mills          



(j)
Estuary Voluntary Car 





Scheme                                   Councillor M. Mills



(k)
Public Transport Users’





Forum



Councillor P.J. Curtis

                                                                                    Councillor M. Mills                    



(l)
Local Health Forum

Councillor E.B. Palmer



(m)
St. Beuno’s Walk Committee
Councillor P.A. York



(n)
Flintshire County Council





(Supported Living Schemes)




Advisory Committee              Councillor R. Spain 



(o)
Walkers are Welcome 





Committee
                        Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt         



(p)
Policing Partnership Working


                                    Meetings                                 Councillor S.R. Baker (East)



Councillor B.P. Lambert (Central)








Councillor B. Scragg (Greenfield)








Councillor P.A. York (West)



(q)
Flintshire County Forum
Mayor








Deputy: Deputy Mayor 



(r)
(i) Holywell Town Centre
Councillor J. Griffiths

                                         Partnership                         Councillor J.M. Johnson




                      


Councillor B. Scragg 



           (ii) Sub-group of the 






     Partnership                         Councillor J. Griffiths     



(s)
North Wales Play 






Association                             Deputy Mayor 

                         (t)
Town and Community





Councils – County Planning




Focus Group                            Mayor

                                                                                    Councillor L. Thorley   



(u)
Town and Community 





Councils – County




Standards Committee Joint




Meetings                                 Councillor P.A. York

6.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE


RESOLVED:

That Councillor Joseph Malcolm Johnson be appointed Chairman of the Finance Committee of Holywell Town Council for 2011/12, such Committee to comprise all Members of the Council and have authority to act in respect of all financial matters unless otherwise undertaken by the Council.

7.
APPOINTMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEES
Consideration was given to appointing Sub-Committees for the ensuing municipal year and Members had before them for this purpose, a Schedule of the current representation.



RESOLVED:

That the Sub-Committees for 2011/12 be appointed 

as follows:

Audit Sub-Committee




Councillor J. Griffiths

Councillor E.B. Palmer (Central)

Councillor S.R. Baker (East)

Councillor J.M. Johnson (Chairman of Finance Committee - East)

Councillor B. Scragg (Greenfield)

Councillor R. Spain (West)

Council Offices Sub-Committee
Councillor Mrs. K. Davies

Councillor J. Griffiths

Councillor J.M. Johnson

Councillor B.P. Lambert

Councillor E.B. Palmer

Councillor L. Thorley

Councillor Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks





Holywell & Greenfield Development Sub-Committee




Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin





Councillor J.M. Johnson





Councillor K. Roberts





Councillor B. Scragg





Councillor R. Spain





Councillor L. Thorley





Councillor Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks





Town Centre Sub-Committee




Councillor P.J. Curtis





Councillor Mrs. K. Davies





Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin





Councillor J. Griffiths





Councillor J.M. Johnson





Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt





Councillor E.B. Palmer





Councillor B. Scragg





Wales in Bloom Sub-Committee




Councillor J. Griffiths





Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt





Councillor J.M. Johnson





Councillor M. Mills





Councillor E.B. Palmer



Note:  The Mayor is an ex-officio Member of all Sub-Committees

8.
AUTHORITY FOR SIGNING ORDERS AND PAYMENT


RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Council’s appointed bank (HSBC) be authorised to honour all cheques and other orders or instructions signed on behalf of the Council by two Members and the Clerk.

(2)
That the Mayor and Clerk be authorised to sign payments from the Mayor’s Allowance and Charity Accounts, as appropriate.

9.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the following meeting be approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor:

Council Meeting held on 19 April 2011.

10.
PLANNING 


10.1.
Planning Applications
(Action taken by the Clerk in consultation with the Mayor following the request for an early response by the Flintshire County Planning Authority).



No.

Proposal
048452
Siting of replacement temporary mobile toilet units – 

Greenfield Valley Museum, Greenfield Valley Trust Ltd, Greenfield Road, Greenfield, Holywell for Greenfield Valley Trust Limited.



No objection


RESOLVED:





That the action taken be noted and approved.


10.2.
Planning Applications


(General)

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process, the timescale for response allowing for them to be considered at the monthly meeting.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal
047926
Outline – construction of 15 No. 2/3 two storey mews houses with all matters reserved – Land to the rear of Bodawen Surgery, Halkyn Road, Holywell : for Flintshire County Council.

Objection for the following reasons, notwithstanding that outline planning consent has previously been granted by the County Council for the development.

· No environmental report on the site available (to assess any land contamination relating to past use) prior to consideration of the proposal.

· Traffic/highway and public safety concerns for users of the B5432 Halkyn Road and the Holywell Hospital car park in particular, also in relation to access to adjoining land.

· Compounding of drainage/flooding problems due to lack of capacity of the existing sewerage system.

That County/Town Councillor P.J. Curtis shall attend any site meeting arranged and at the County’s Planning and Development Control Committee when the application is discussed.

048504
Continuation of use of land for hand car wash and retention of portacabin, container and wash-bay (Retrospective) – Express Hand Car Wash, Flintshire Car Sales, Bagillt Road, Greenfield, Holywell : for Mr. G. Majidd.

Deferral to the June meeting of the Town Council to allow ongoing planning investigations to be completed.   The Clerk, in consultation with the Mayor, to respond on the Council’s behalf if a reply is required before that date.

(Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above three applications).

11.
ACCOUNTS

11.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





  4793
Zurich Insurance – Premium

(inc Eng. Ins) to 31/3/12)
           3420.75*^

  4794  Holway Project Hse. Management

Committee – Donation 
             250.00^^





  4795
Gwyl Cadi Ha (Treffynnon) – 

Donation 



 500.00^^ 





  4796
British Telecom – One Bill Plus

12/4/11

    

  94.54****




  4797
ICR Ltd – Building maintenance +

replacement kettle


  68.40****
  4798
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – April             1300.00**        





  4799
D.C. Pierce – Salary – May              1016.73*** 




  4800
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses 






May
   



  40.00***




  4801
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 7/5/11  230.70***





  4802
HMRC (Inland Revenue) – 

PAYE/Nat. Ins. – May

 503.47***





  4803  Mayor’s Allowance Account – 






Mayor’s Allowance 2011/12
           1175.00*^^*




      



         ________












  
                                      




          8,599.59










          ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953 

                                                            S.4    





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

11.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 30 April 2011.

12.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – APRIL
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for April.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.

Reference was made to the Denbigh & Flint Agricultural Society’s Countryside Day at Greenfield Valley Heritage Park on Sunday 22 May.   It was hoped that this would become an annual event.   At the request of Members, the Town Centre Manager undertook to enquire about the possibility of  representation from the Town Council at meetings of the Society.

The latest town centre charity car boot sale had taken place on Saturday 14 May and another was planned for Saturday 18 June.   

The Town Centre Manager added that the former Jim Williams TV Shop on the High Street had been sold to a firm of property developers.  He had no developments to report regarding the future of the currently vacant former Somerfield/Co-op store.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

13.
POSTAL SERVICES BILL
Members received and considered a letter from the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills in reply to the representations made at the March Council meeting.   In addition, the Clerk circulated a letter from The Rt. Hon. David Hanson MP for Delyn regarding information he had obtained from the Department

The content of the letters to the Council and the MP appeared to be at variance with each other in some parts and Members felt that further clarification was required.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Clerk seek clarification on the issues discussed at the meeting.  

(2)
That the contact with the Government Department be made via the Rt. Hon. David Hanson MP.

(3)
That Sandy Mewies (recently re-elected AM for Delyn) be kept informed of the situation.

14.
CONTROL OF DOGS
Members had before them a copy of the letter form the County Council’s Team Leader – Public Protection replying to matters referred to him by the Town Council regarding dog fouling and enforcement measures.

Councillor E.B. Palmer awaited contact from the Department regarding his offer to be a point of contact for the County’s officers when implementing the dog control measures within the community.

15.
ALLOTMENTS AND AGRICULTURAL ESTATE
A letter was reported from the County’s Corporate Valuer responding to the Town Council’s earlier request in relation to the possible development of allotment sites on land forming part of the County’s agricultural estate.



RESOLVED:

That the letter be received and noted and that the Corporate Valuer be requested to keep the Town Council informed of developments on this matter.

16.
WALES IN BLOOM 2011 – APPROVAL OF NEW ENTRY COST
The Clerk reported on the revised arrangements for this year’s competition which had only recently been given the go-ahead by the Wales in Bloom Foundation.



RESOLVED:

That the Council confirm its wish to enter this year’s 

Wales in Bloom Competition (Small Town Category) and to the payment of the new entry cost of £100.

17.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Welsh Assembly Government – Community and Town Councils Survey 2010 : Findings Report;

(b)
‘New Team join the County beat in Flintshire’ – North Wales Police Press Release*;

(c)
Breast Screening Programme Information – Return to GP Practices in certain areas*;

(d)
Burbo Bank Extension Offshore Wind Farm – Community Consultation Events;

(e)
Play for Wales (Play news and briefing from the national charity for play) Spring 2011;

(f)
Halkyn Mountain Common Joint Consultative Board – Agenda for meeting 17/5/11 and minutes of meeting 18/1/11;

(g)
Nightingale House Hospice News – Spring 2011.


RESOLVED:

(1)
That in respect of  item (b), representatives of North Wales Police be invited to attend the Council’s June meeting and that the Finance Committee also planned for that date be re-scheduled.

(2)
That in respect of item (c), further representations be made to the Welsh Assembly Government in support of lowering the age for inclusion in the Breast Screening Programme.

18.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 



Councillors J. Griffiths and J.M. Johnson reported on some of the issues discussed at the recently held meeting of the Holywell Town Centre Partnership.   An update was given regarding the proposed statues in the town centre and regarding the short-term appointment of Shelley Barratt of Coya Marketing in an events co-ordinating role and whose work would be shared between Holywell and Mold.

19.
CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 7.55pm.

………………………………..

Mayor

