HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 18 November 2008 at 6.30pm.
------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin (Deputy Mayor) in the Chair.
Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. M. Jabbitt, 
J. Johnson, B.P. Lambert, M. Mills, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts, K. Roberts, 
B. Scragg, R. Spain, L. Thorley and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from the Councillor J. Griffiths (Mayor) and Councillor P. York.  
IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager).
112.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST : MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
 The following declarations of personal interest were made and relevant forms completed for despatch to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer:-

Councillor


Agenda Item
i)  S.R. Baker
11.2(b) – Application for Financial

ii) P.J. Curtis
Assistance : Strand and Pen-y-Maes 

iii)Mrs. K. Davies
Community Association (minute No. 

iv)J. Johnson
128(1)) 
v) B.P. Lambert

                       vi) E.B. Palmer  
Existence/Nature of Personal Interest: i) Trustee; ii) Cttee. Member;

                       iii) Chairman; iv) Cttee. Member; v) Cttee. Member; vi) Cttee. 

                      Member.   

113.
COMMUNITIES FIRST 

            The Deputy Mayor welcomed to the meeting Mr. David McKnight, Coordinator of Holywell Communities First.   Mr. McKnight began by thanking the Council for its support in making representations about the staffing situation at the Communities First Office following changes to staffing criteria/funding announced by the Welsh Assembly Government.   Also, in respect of the request for an additional first floor room at the 14 Bank Place office accommodation, let to them by agreement with the Council.
           He went on to give an overview of the work of Communities First during the past twelve months and outlined its role in tackling child poverty.  By reference to the Communities First Partnership Board’s Key Objectives – 2008/09, he summarised the Tasks/Activities and Targets associated with the Board’s objectives.   These included supporting and developing an all Holywell Community Newsletter;  Facilitating safe, affordable, accessible and diverse activities in the five neighbourhoods of Communities First in Holywell;  Supporting community safety action groups;  Working with local community groups in developing a Coastal Regeneration Group;  Working with relevant partners to increase access to local employment and training opportunities;  Developing meeting arrangements with all Tenants and Residents Associations and community groups;  Supporting the improvement of the health and well-being of community members and improving access to health services;  and increasing community involvement for young people through links with youth service providers.

           The first Community Awards Ceremony had taken place on 23 October.   This was aimed at recognising the efforts and achievements of local people across the Holywell neighbourhoods.   It had proved to be a very successful event.

           Turning to the recent reports and press coverage on Child Poverty in Flintshire, Mr McKnight said that, according to the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 2008, Holywell and rural north Flintshire had been identified as having significant levels of child poverty.   Tackling child poverty was one of the key priorities for Communities First Programmes throughout Wales.

           Members expressed serious concerns at the proposed reduction in staff at the Holywell office, particularly at a time when experienced employee resources were most needed.  In replying to Members’ questions, Mr McKnight gave assurances regarding the continuing links with young people, through the schools, as well as the elderly through for example, Food Clubs.   There were also support groups dealing with matters such as debt problems, childcare and so on.

           Mr. McKnight suggested that, perhaps, further progress could be made by setting up a ‘Local Action Group’ including a representative(s) from the Town Council.   The group could meet at regular intervals to look at, among other things, issues associated with child poverty and ways and means to ensure effective support and assistance.  
            RESOLVED:

(1) That Mr. McKnight be thanked for his interesting presentation as well as his answers to Members’ questions and that he be asked to provide more information to a later meeting of the Council on how the ‘Local Action Group’ could best be moved forward by Communities First.

(2) That the Council makes further strong representations to the Welsh Assembly Government stressing that reducing staff levels in Communities First will have a detrimental effect in tackling deprivation and child poverty.
114.
MAYOR’S REMARKS 

In the absence of the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin reported on her attendance at the Remembrance Sunday service at Holy Trinity Church, Greenfield and afterwards at the Memorial Gardens for the wreath laying ceremony.   On Sunday 16 November, she had represented the Mayor at Caerwys Town Council’s Civic Service.

115.
MINUTES
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following 

meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by 

the Deputy Mayor:

Council Meeting held on 21 October 2008 

Special Council Meeting held on 4 November 2008 

116.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process:

RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority:

            No.                  Proposal 
045620
Erection of stable block and change of use of land for the keeping of horses – Brynford Hall Farm, Brynford, Holywell

No objection, provided the proposal complies with planning policy.
045645
Erection of a kitchen extension – 4 Stamford Way, Holywell

No objection, provided the proposal complies with planning policy.


045613
Alteration to internal staircase – 1 Well Street, Holywell
No objection, provided the proposal complies with Fire and Building Regulations.

(Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above applications).

117.
ACCOUNTS
117.1 Accounts for Payment


RESOLVED: 

That the following accounts be approved and passed for payment:-





Voucher




    £




  4245
British Telecom – 8121 8884 – 

Landline


             222.59****



 

  4246
British Telecom – 8118 4276 – Alarm  66.78****




  4247 
British Telecom – 3629 2204 – 






Broadband



 127.46****





  4248
UHY Hacker Young – External 






Audit Fee 2007/08


 646.25^




  4249
Halkyn Mountain Common  Joint






Consultative Body – Donation
   50.00**




  4250
Holywell Autumn Club – Donation –






Christmas Activities


 300.00**




  4251
Menden-Flintshire Youth Exchange 






Committee – Donation

 125.00**





  4252
Viking Direct – Stationery

 102.54****





  4253
B G Decorators Ltd – Part exterior







Painting Council offices
             246.75****




  4254
Ideal Cleaning Repairs – Electrical






Testing/Repairs


  62.63****




  4255
Society of Local Council Clerks – 






Reference Book


    2.20***




  4256
Society of Local Council Clerks – 






Reference Book (Civic)

  25.96***




  4257
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – October         1,300.00**




  4258
Computer Trouble-shooters – Office






PC Repairs

                           74.22****




  4259
Wall Signs – Replacement brass plate






Council Offices


 164.50****




  4260
Delyn Press – Holywell Christmas 






Lights Leaflet



 120.00^^




  4261
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 8/11/08 195.01***




  4262
D.C. Pierce – Salary – November
 888.87***




  4263
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses – 






November


               40.00***




  4264
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat. Ins. –






November


             483.59***




  4265
D.C. Pierce – Travelling (SLCC 






Conference/General)


 196.80***




  4266
Councillor J. Griffiths – Travelling –






October



   25.25*




  4267
Royal British Legion – Poppy Wreaths 33.00**









          5,499.40

Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143, 111





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140, 111





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.19





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983, S.34


117.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, recording income between the 25 September and 30 October.                   .


117.3
External Audit 2007/8 

Members were advised that the annual external audit had been completed and a clean report received.   Attention had been drawn by the Auditor to the requirement for the Council to review internal controls during the next year, which the Clerk would be implementing accordingly.   A copy of the Annual Return was available for inspection from the Clerk.



RESOLVED:





That the Report and proposed action be approved.

118.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – OCTOBER
Members had before them a copy of the Town Centre Manager’s report for October.   The report made reference to the new Visitor Information Point recently opened at Broughton Shopping Park which contained a continuous DVD showing some of the wealth of leisure and tourism opportunities and literature for places within, for example, the County of Flintshire.   It was also noted that the Holywell Registry Office located in Park Lane had closed on 6 October and the services transferred to Holywell Library.

The Town Centre Manager also reported that the first requirement in the campaign to become a ‘Walkers are Welcome’ town was to demonstrate that there was sufficient local support for the initiative.   To achieve this a petition containing the names of 250 people needed to be submitted to the Walkers are Welcome Towns Network.   Petition forms were circulated and Members assistance was sought in obtaining as many signatures as possible.
The Clerk and the Town Centre Manager gave a final briefing on arrangements for the Christmas lights switch-on event on 28 November.

Consideration was then given to any Town Council Member attendance at the Regeneration in Flintshire Workshop on Monday 24 November 2008 (12 noon – 5pm) at the Greenfield Business Centre, as the Town Centre Manager was unable to attend.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Centre Manager’s reports be received.

(2)
That any Member wishing to attend the forthcoming Regeneration in Flintshire Workshop inform the Clerk of their interest.

119.
LIGHTING ISSUES – SCHOOL LANE, GREENFIELD 

Further to a matter raised by the local constituency AM Member, consideration was given to a letter from the County’s Interim Chief Highways and Transportation Engineer (Policy) regarding the provision of additional lighting at the above location.   The letter indicated that the street lighting department was a maintenance organisation and did not have the finances to provide the lighting.
In the case of School Lane, reference was made to the requirement for a minimum number of two lighting columns to meet highway standards, at an estimated cost of £3000.



RESOLVED:

That clarification be sought from the County Council regarding the Authority’s current policy on street/footway lighting and its general approach to those locations where additional lighting is deemed necessary but where no resources are available.

120.
TOWN CENTRE HEALTHCHECKS STUDY – PROPOSED ACTION PLAN 

Councillor S.R. Baker and the Clerk reported on developments following the Special Town Council Meeting on 4 November 2008.   There had been uncertainty about the availability and allocation of funding in the current financial year in particular, although assurances had been received from the County Council that the Town Council’s list of projects could still be considered.

It was hoped that a joint meeting with the Town Centre Sub-Committee could be arranged for the first full week in December.



RESOLVED:

That action to enable an early meeting to take place with the County Council be supported.

121.
WALKERS ARE WELCOME STEERING GROUP – TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE



Consideration was given to the recommendation in Minute 110.


RESOLVED:

That Councillor Mrs. M. Jabbitt be appointed as the Town Council’s representative on the Steering Group.

122.
REVIEW OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL ELECTION RESULTS 2008
A letter and spreadsheet from the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales (LGBCW) was received with information about the number of uncontested seats and, additionally, the number of seats that still remained vacant immediately after this year’s full Council elections.   These results had also been referred to by the Mayor at the October meeting following his attendance at the LGBCW Annual General Meeting in Llandudno.

The LGBCW had presented the information to the Minister for Local Government and would also share it with the Electoral Commission.  No further action was proposed at the present time.



RESOLVED:





That the position be noted.

123.
TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE – CROSS STREET AND HIGH STREET, HOLYWELL – FESTIVE CELEBRATIONS – FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2008


RESOLVED:





That the Order be noted.

124.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and were available for perusal from the Clerk:


(a)
Clwyd Community Health Council Annual Report 2007-2008.


(b)
Fire and Rescue National Framework for Wales 2008-2011.
(c)
Halkyn Mountain Common Joint Consultative Board Agenda for meeting on 2 December 2008 and minutes of previous meeting on 9 September 2008.

(d)
Community Conferencing Information from the Flintshire Family Group Meeting Project (copy circulated at the meeting).

(e)
Rhyl Flats Offshore Windfarm Construction Newsletter Issue 2 (copy circulated at the meeting).

125.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORT
Councillor S.R. Baker reported on his attendance at the Policing Partnership Working Meting on 30 October.   The meeting had been useful and worthwhile particularly the arrangements being piloted for the new graded police response system.

126.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS


RESOLVED:

That, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items
(Minutes 127 and128) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended.

(Note: the Clerk left the meeting for the next item – 

Minute 127).

127.
2008/9 NATIONAL INTERIM SALARY AWARD FOR LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS



Members considered the revised salary scale schedules and travelling allowances for Local Council Clerks, circulated with the agenda, which would be effective from 1 April 2008.   Provision was available in the budget for the new rates.


RESOLVED:

That the revised salary scales etc, as now submitted be adopted.

128.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applications received together with their supporting financial information, where available, were considered.

The Clerk updated Members of the budget provision for financial assistance and of the total payments made to date.



RESOLVED:





(1)
That the following donations be made:-










   £






Greenfield Ghetto Drama Group 
300 






(from balances, subject to evidence

                                                             being submitted of the Group’s 

                                                             constitution and bank account)                                                                     





Strand/Pen-y-Maes Community

Association 



379




(2)
That, in respect of the Greenfield Ghetto


Drama Group, clarification be sought from the County’s Youth Services Officer in time for the Town Council’s Estimates Meeting on the County’s financial and/or other arrangements to support the Group.


(The meeting ended at 8.40pm).

…………………………………

Mayor 

