HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 15 November 2011 at 6.30pm.

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.A. York (Mayor).

Councillor J.M. Johnson (Deputy Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, Mrs. R. Dolphin, J. Griffiths, B.P. Lambert (for minutes 97 to 99), M. Mills, H.G. Roberts, B. Scragg, R. Spain and L. Thorley.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. M. Jabbitt, E.B. Palmer, K. Roberts and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk), and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) for minutes 97 to 106.

97.
BEST WISHES 

Following the Mayor’s report, Members asked the Clerk to arrange for a Get Well Message and Card to be sent to the Mayoress, Councillor Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks, following her operation earlier that day.

98.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
None received. 

99.
FLINTSHIRE CONNECTS - HOLYWELL
The meeting was attended by Melville Evans, Project Manager (Flintshire Connects).  The project was about “Delivering customer facing services to the residents of Flintshire in partnership through the provision of accessible, modern and community based facilities”.   In this respect, he added that Holywell was set to be the first town in the County to pilot a “one stop shop” that could see North Wales Police, Council, Communities First and other services housed in one ‘hub’ in the town centre.

Mr. Evans stressed the scheme was not about cutting back services but about making the best use of resources in the current economic climate for the overall benefit of the public.

Members were informed that the former Town Hall on the High Street could be opened as a hub by Summer 2010.  The County Council was looking to introduce six similar sites across the County during the next three years.

RESOLVED:

That Mr. Melville Evans be thanked for his helpful 

presentation and that matters relating to the possible 

occupation of accommodation in the Old Town Hall be 

discussed further at the end of the meeting.

(Note: Councillor B.P. Lambert left the meeting at this

           point).

100.
MAYOR’S REMARKS
The Mayor reported on his engagements since the last meeting, as follows:


23 October
Caerwys Town Mayor’s Civic Service.

  1 November 
Commemorative Service at Holy Trinity Church, Greenfield – Presentation of Bench in memory of Val Prosser.


Delyn Women’s Aid AGM.

4 November 
Engagement Gateway Celebration (Careers Wales) event at the Hotel Victoria – well attended.

7 November
Meeting at Deeside Community Hospital, with Councillor L. Thorley.

9 November
Elite Health and Beauty Salon – celebration of two years in business.  Excellent achievement.

13 November
Remembrance Sunday Services – the Mayor thanked all who had been able to attend.  The events drew large public support.



Evening Medal Ceremony/Buffet at TA Centre, Prestatyn.

The Mayor referred to the large land vehicle at the TA Centre and to the possibility of officers from the Centre bringing it to Holywell next year as part of a recruitment day.   Members were reminded about the official opening of the first section of the All Wales Coastal Path in Flintshire, by John Griffiths AM, on Thursday 17 November, and about the town’s Christmas lights switch-on event on Friday 25 November.

Following earlier enquiries from the press and for the record, the Mayor repeated the reply that had been given by the Clerk that no Member of the Town Council was paid a personal allowance by the Authority to represent the Council at official events nor for undertaking their public duties as a Town Councillor.

101.
MINUTES 



RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the following meeting be 

approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor.

Council Meeting held on 18 October 2011.

102.
PLANNING
102.1.
Planning Application


(Action taken by the Clerk in consultation with the Mayor following a request for an early response by the Flintshire County Planning Authority). 



No.

Proposal



049039
Construction of 3m wide cycle path linking Greenfield Dock (east) to Greenfield civic amenity site, Greenfield: for Flintshire County Council.  AMENDED SCHEME  (Additional Details and Section Details)

No objection.   The Council fully supports the principle of the scheme and looks forward to it becoming a reality once all the planning issues have been satisfactorily resolved.

RESOLVED:


That the action taken be noted and approved.


102.2.
Planning Applications


(General)

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process, the timescale for response allowing for them to be considered at the monthly meeting.

RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.

No.

Proposal

049080
Reserved matters application for appearance, layout and landscaping Plot 2 – land side of Arfryn, Pen y Ball, Holywell: for Mr. T. Davies (AMENDMENTS TO THE ORIGINAL SCHEME).

No objection
049092
Renewal of planning permission ref: 040770 for the demolition of existing public house and erection of 8 no. apartments with associated road junction improvements – Calcot Arms, Milwr Road, Holywell: for Mr. D. McLean.

The Town Council maintains its objection to the proposed development, for the following reasons, notwithstanding the approval of the original application on appeal:

· Overdevelopment;

· Adverse impact on the character and appearance of the area;

· Detrimental effect on the visual amenities of neighbouring properties;

· Inadequate measures to ensure access/highway safety in relation to the site.

Additional observations:

The existing junction – Halkyn/Milwr Road, is considered dangerous.  The perceived benefits of its realignment as well as how the applicant is going to satisfactorily deal with the inappropriate visual aspects of the proposed layout of the amenity and landscape spaces, to secure a safe environment for future occupants of the apartments, are still unclear.

Although some remedial works have been undertaken recently by Welsh Water in the area of Crossroads, Holywell, concern is expressed about the compounding of drainage/flooding problems in the local area due to lack of capacity of the existing sewerage system.

049101
Erection of a first floor conservatory – White Gables, Ffordd Brynffynnon, Holywell: for Mr. N. and Mrs. C.P. Roberts.

No objection provided the proposal meets planning requirements in relation to its impact on the character and appearance of the area.

049104
Erection of 2 no. stable blocks containing 4 units each – Brynford Hall Farm, Brynford, Holywell: for Mr. D. Pierce.

No objection.

(Note:  Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above five applications).

102.3.
E-Consultation (Planning Applications)



RESOLVED:

That the letter from the County’s Service Development Support Manager regarding the start of the (trial) period for the new arrangements, from 1 November 2011, be received and noted.

103.
ACCOUNTS

103.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





4925
North Wales Association – Town/

Larger C/Cls – Annual Subscription

2011/12


 
   35.00^^^^
4926
Moore & Son (Holywell) Ltd – Gas

Boiler Repairs/Council Offices
 114.00****





4927
Holywell Town Football Club –

Donation 



 300.00^^

4928
North Wales Association – Town/

Larger C/Cls – x4 delegate lunches 
   58.00*




4929
British Telecom – One Bill Plus 

11/10/11



   96.32**** 4930
Flintshire County Council – Stds. 

Conf. delegate (PAY)

               60.00*

4931
Scottish Power – Electricity – Council

Offices – Monthly Plan 

   40.00****

4932
Society of Local Council Clerks – 

Manual 2011



   32.00^

4933
Royal British Legion x 2 Poppy

Wreaths



   40.00**  





4934
Delyn Press – Holywell Christmas

Lights Leaflets and Posters                  195.00^^

4935
Zurich Municipal – Christmas Lights –

Additional Insurance

             106.00^^

4936
Councillor B. Scragg – Travelling –


October


               16.20*

4937
Impact Communications – Town


Centre Management – October          1300.00**

4938
D.C. Pierce – Salary – November      1010.55*** 
4939
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses –

November



    40.00***




4940
Mrs. M. Edwards (Office Cleaner)

Wages to 5/11/11


225.60*** 





4941
HMRC (Inland Revenue) – PAYE/

National Insurance – November         514.89***




                   ________












  
                                      




        4,183.56










       ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953

                                                            S.4





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

103.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 31 October 2011.

104.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT - OCTOBER
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for October.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.

The report included an update on the arrangements for the switching on of the town’s Christmas lights; more statistical information about the new website 1-31 October, with 1,705 visits viewing a total of 3,897 pages averaging 55 visits per day; the erection of Greenfield Valley signage near the walkway from the Tesco car park to the Valley; and the continuation of the Celyn Farmer’s Market on the High Street on the last Friday of each month for as long as it is profitable for the Market traders to do so.

In response to an enquiry from a Member, the Town Centre Manager explained the background to the Council’s decision at its October meeting not to re-introduce a Christmas tree in the town centre this year.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

(2)
That should a suitable opportunity arise for providing a Christmas tree in the town centre at some time in the future, the matter be considered by the Town Centre Sub-Committee in the first place.

105.
HOLYWELL TOWN CENTRE



Reply letters were circulated from the  County Council’s Executive Member for Regeneration and Tourism and the Chief Executive to the Town Council’s expressed concerns at its last meeting about the empty Somerfield/Co-op store in the town and issues arising from it.   Reference was made by the Chief Executive to the initiatives that had been ongoing in the town for some time.  These were designed to build confidence in the town for investors and visitors.  Also, the rate relief provided via the Welsh Government to assist small businesses, including shops.   In addition, the Holywell Town Partnership, through supporting a range of activities, continued to strive to improve the town centre for both existing users and to attract new users and investment.

The Town Council was assured that the County Council took the condition of its town centres very seriously.  The town centres were identified as one of the key challenges facing the authority and funding would continue to be made available to support works in the town centres.

On a related issue and with the Mayor’s agreement, in order to avoid delay in dealing with the matter given the County Council’s reply deadline, consideration was given to the letter from the County’s Head of Assets and Transportation seeking the Town Council’s views on a car park charging strategy for Holywell that would see the first 3 hours being free with a nominal £1 charge levied for those who would wish to park all day.  A report from the Town Centre Manager with his views on the proposal was also circulated.

A discussion ensued where arguments were put forward both in favour and opposing the strategy.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the letters from the County Council’s Executive Member for Regeneration and Tourism and the Chief Executive be received and noted.

(2)
That the Chief Executive be thanked for his support of town centre regeneration initiatives and asked to consider arranging for the following suggestions in respect of further potential improvements to be investigated:

A.       Improvements to road signage:

(i)
At or near the four junctions leading to Holywell – off the A55 and the A548;

(ii)
From the junctions in (i) above to Holywell;

(iii)
Identifying the location of car parks when entering Holywell;


(iv)
From all car parks to the town centre.


B.        That, as Holywell does not have any 

                        designated coach parking areas and is 

                        therefore missing out on the potential 

                        benefits of visits by coach tour operators,

                        the taxi rank on Rue St. Gregoire 

                        (opposite the main entrance to Tesco) be 

                        re-designated as a coach parking area

                        and that the rank be re-sited in the town

                        centre, possibly using part of  the waiting

                        area outside the Spar shop or other 

                        more suitable location after consultation 

                        with the licensed operators.

(3)
That County Council’s Head of Assets and Transportation be informed that the Town Council does not support the County’s car park charging strategy for Holywell, preferring instead to maintain its earlier expressed view that car parking charges in Holywell should be abolished.

Note:
Councillors S.R. Baker, Mrs. R. Dolphin, H.G. Roberts and L. Thorley requested that their names be recorded as having voted against resolution (3) above.

106.
WELSH GOVERNMENT MEASURES TO SUPPORT THE ECONOMIES OF TOWNS IN THE DELYN CONSTITUENCY

Members had before them a letter from Sandy Mewies AM (Delyn) regarding an issue she had raised with the Business Minister, Edwina Hart, during a question and answer session at the Welsh Assembly, Cardiff, as follows:-

Sandy Mewies  “Will the Minister outline the Welsh Government’s measures 

to support the economies of towns in Delyn. Ref: OAQ(4)0042(BET)

Edwina Hart:
I am trying to support the economies of all towns in Wales through our key sectors approach, through the introduction of enterprise zones and by looking with my colleagues at how we can help on the regeneration of town centres.

Sandy Mewies: Thank you for that, Minister.  Towns, businesses, organisations and individuals in my constituency have been making great efforts to boost footfall.  In Holywell there have been initiatives such as an arts and crafts festival and a music festival.  In Mold, there was a food and drink festival and, in Flint, an arts festival.   All of these events have brought more people into the town centres.   In addition to the great initiatives you have already promised us, could you consider giving support to events such as these, as I know happens in part already, to further boost their economies?

Edwina Hart: Obviously, some Welsh Assembly Government money is available to support such events.  However, you are right that we have to attract people back into our towns.  We have to make them viable.  If people come in for an event, they may come again to shop.  So, together with my other Cabinet colleagues who have an interest in this area, I am very committed to developing a policy agenda that is fit for purpose to ensure that our town centres do not continually get run down”.

RESOLVED:

That the information be received and noted.

(Note:  Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, left the 

meeting at this point). 

107.
HOLYWELL COMMUNITY HOSPITAL – OPERATIONAL ISSUES
The Mayor reported on a meeting attended by Councillor L. Thorley and himself at Deeside Community Hospital after Councillor Thorley had drawn attention to the closure of six beds at Holywell Community Hospital due to staff shortages.

In a letter sent to the Council after the meeting, Mandy Casey on behalf of the Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board, explained that the safety of staff and patients at the site, run by Board, were a paramount concern.  The closure of six beds in Holywell was a regrettable but temporary measure during times of particular staffing difficulties.   It was not anticipated that the issue would continue beyond January 2012.

The Mayor received the Council’s support to seek clarification regarding the expressed concerns including the long-term future of the hospital, with Members adding that they would also like to see the hospital used more for outpatient services.

RESOLVED:

That Councillor Thorley be thanked for alerting the Council to this matter and that the Mayor take up the Council’s further concerns with the Chief Executive of the Health Board.

108.
NORTH WALES ASSOCIATION OF TOWN AND LARGER COMMUNITY COUNCILS – ADVANCE NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 2012
Members noted that the above Conference would be held at the Springfield Hotel, Pentre Halkyn, Holywell on Saturday 10 March 2012.  A draft Conference Programme was circulated.

The Clerk reported that more information would be circulated in due course.

109.
ANNUAL MEETING OF HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL – TUESDAY, 15 MAY, 2012
As requested at the October meeting, further consideration was given to appointing a venue for the Council’s next Annual Meeting, as little time would be available after the next round of local government elections on 3 May, to make the necessary arrangements having regard to the statutory requirements.

RESOLVED:

That the Council’s Annual Meeting in 2012 be held at the Holywell Art & Craft Mill, the same venue as for 2011.

110.
REPORT(S) ETC. RECEIVED

Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Flintshire County Council: CCTV Incident Statistics – 1 April to 30 September 2011;

(b)
Flintshire County Council:  Information Sheet – Rural Funding*;

(c)
Flintshire County Council: Temporary Prohibition of Vehicular Traffic Order: Christmas Celebrations Holywell – 25 November;

(d)
Communities First Holywell Neighbourhoods Partnership Board – Annual Report presented at the AGM on 19 October;

(e)
Connah’s Quay Town Council:  Notice of Public Meeting 22 November – Proposed North Wales Waste Treatment Plant (copy circulated at the meeting);

(f)
Environment Agency Wales – Important message for septic tank owners*;

(g)
North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils – Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting held on 21 October;

(h)
Burbo Bank Extension Offshore Windfarm: Community Consultation Documentation – Mini Consultation Report after first round consultation events*;

(i)
EirGrid update Newsletter: Wales – Autumn 2011;

(j)
Play for Wales (Play news and briefing from the national charity for play): Issue 35 – Autumn 2011;

(k)
Greenfield Valley Trust Ltd – Annual Report and Audited Financial Statement for the year ended 31 December 2010;

In addition, the following items were circulated to each Member at the meeting, for information.

(l)
Flintshire County Council Managed Weekly Waste Collections Information Pack;

(m)
Wales Coastal Path in Flintshire Publication.

111.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 

Councillor R. Spain reported on his attendance together with Councillors Mrs. K. Davies and B. Scragg, and the Clerk at the quarterly meeting of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils on 21 October.  A copy of the minutes of the meeting were available from the Clerk.

As an item of information, Councillor S.R. Baker reported that no objections had been received by the County Council to the proposed Prohibition of Waiting Order – Rose Hill and Abbots Walk (which the Town Council had supported).  The Order had been made and the painting of yellow lines was due to be carried out soon.

112.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 – EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS


RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items:(Minute 112.1 – contractual issues, and 112.2 reporting details relating to bank accounts etc) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended.

112.1.
Flintshire Connects – Possible accommodation/facilities at the former Town Hall, High Street, for Holywell Town Council
The Clerk reported on information received from the Flintshire County Council’s Project Manager regarding the estimated annual contribution from the Town Council and related matters for accommodation etc at the old Town Hall.  The charge would cover running costs on a shared basis with other occupiers of the building.    Alternatively, should the Town Council decide not to pursue having a presence in the building, the Authority would be welcome to make use of the large meeting room to hold its meetings, for which an hourly rate would apply.

It was felt that a site visit would be helpful for all Members who were not already aware of the existing layout in the building to familiarise themselves with the suggested arrangements.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That a meeting of the Council Offices Sub-Committee be arranged, this to include a site meeting at the former Town Hall beforehand.

(2)
That all Members of the Council be invited to the site meeting.

(3)
That the Council Offices Sub-Committee submit its recommendations to the Council.


112.2.
Application for Financial Assistance
The Clerk reported on the supporting background and financial information received from Holywell Autumn Club.



RESOLVED:

That a donation be made to the Holywell Autumn Club in the sum of £300 towards its Christmas charitable activities.

113.
 CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.25pm. 

                                                                                                                          ………………………………..

Mayor

