HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 20 October 2009 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin (Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, J. Griffiths, 

J.M. Johnson, B.P. Lambert, M. Mills, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts (for minutes 77 to 92), B. Scragg, R. Spain, L. Thorley, Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and P.A. York.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Mrs. M. Jabbitt and K. Roberts. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager, for minutes 77 to 83).

77.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST : MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT 

The following declaration of personal interest was made and the relevant form completed.   This would be forwarded to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.



Councillor


Agenda Item
R. Spain 
9.3 – Sewage overload and related matters – Community of Holywell 

Existence/Nature of Personal Interest
Ownership of property on Rayon Road connected to private sewer.

78.
NORTH WALES POLICE – POLICING MATTERS AND CRIME MAPPING

Inspector David Roome and Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant John Williams attended the meeting to discuss and answer questions regarding concerns on the above issues within the Holywell community.  These related in particular to the information provided to the press by Inspector Roome in response to enquiries about the reported increase in crime levels in the area based on statistics on the North Wales Police online interactive map.

Members were of the view that incidents previously not considered serious in the past were now being recorded.   Although the reported situation would support a case for a greater police presence in the town, this did not appear to be happening.

Inspector Roome indicated that the statistics should be treated with some caution.  During the three-month period concerned (July – September), the increase in violent crime was mainly alcohol related and the police would continue to go after the people who committed these crimes and work positively with local licensees.

Members welcomed the news that new Community Beat Managers were due to start in the Holywell Central and Holywell Rural police areas.

Members also noted an improvement in the crime detection rate from 26.5% to 34% since the last meeting attended by the officers in June.

Inspector Roome indicated that, wherever practical and possible, there would be prior contact with the Clerk/Ward Members where relevant issues required attention in future.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That Inspector Roome and Sergeant John Williams be thanked for their attendance which had enabled a frank exchange of views to help clarify the Council’s concerns over the reported online crime figures.

(2)
That the Chief Constable of North Wales Police be informed of the Council’s support for the work of the Police which must be adequately resourced if any meaningful progress is going to be made in tackling crime.

79.
MAYOR’S REMARKS
Councillor B.P. Lambert was welcomed back to his first meeting after illness.    The Mayor also congratulated Councillors P.J. Curtis and K. Roberts on recently becoming grandparents.

She was delighted to show Members the Town Council’s first place awards received at the Annual Presentation events held at Tenby (Wales in Bloom) and County Hall, Mold (Flintshire Environmental Competition).

Councillor E.B. Palmer was congratulated on being elected Vice-Chairman of the Holywell Town Centre Partnership, the Chairman being Mr. Stephen Hughes of Peter Hughes (Footwear).

It was pleasing to note that the Holywell Town Band had secured temporary accommodation at Carmel School.

In reporting on her civic engagements, the Mayor had attended Prestatyn Town Council’s Civic Service on 20 September; a coffee morning  in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support followed on 25 September; Mold Town Council’s Civic Service was held on 4 October followed by the Annual Cadet Awards  evening at the T.A. Hall, Holywell on 9 October.

The book launch of “St Winefride, Her Holy Well and the Jesuit Mission by Archdeacon The Ven Bill Pritchard, had been successful.   Copies of the first prints were available at £20 each; Civic Sunday services continued on 18 October, with a visit to support the Town Mayor of Saltney at her event.

Special reference was made to the Transition Holywell and District Autumn Fayre held on Holywell High Street on 26 September and in particular to the hard work of Mrs. Roberta Owen, Secretary, in organising a well attended and successful event.

The Deputy Mayor reported that he had represented the Mayor on 16 September on a Boat Cruise down the River Dee.  This had been a most enjoyable evening in support of the Mayor of  Saltney’s Charities 2009/10. 

In concluding her announcements, the Mayor informed Members of the Remembrance Sunday service and wreath laying arrangements at Holywell and Greenfield on Sunday 8 November.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Council’s environmental successes be publicised as widely as possible, including on signage leading into the town, and that the Town Centre Manager continue to progress these matters.

(2)
That a signed copy of the book “St Winefride, Her Holy Well and the Jesuit Mission be obtained by the Clerk, for display/public reading in the Council Chamber.

(3)
That the Clerk convey the Council’s appreciation to Mrs. Roberta Owen of Transition Holywell and District for her most commendable work in organising the successful Autumn Fayre.

80.
 MINUTES


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following meeting be approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor.

Council Meeting held on 15 September, 2009.

81.
PLANNING 
81.1.
New Applications 

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal
046567
Prune 3 No. Sycamore – land to the west of 36 Coed y Fron, Holywell 

No objection.

046701
Retrospective application for a two storey side extension with integral garage – The Old Coach House, Pen y Maes Road, Holywell

No objection, provided the proposal complies with planning policies.

046727
Loft conversion and formation of dormer to rear – 36 Coed y Fron, Holywell

No objection, provided the proposal complies with planning policies.

046740
Change of use to A2 (financial and professional services) for use as a bookmakers.   Installation of new shop front, satellite dish and TV aerial, air conditioning units – 15 High Street, Holywell

No objection, provided the proposal complies with planning/

conservation area policies.

046757
Listed Building Application – installation of new shop front, satellite dish and TV aerial and air conditioning units – 15 High Street, Holywell

No objection, provided the proposal complies with planning/ conservation area policies.

(Note: Councillor H.G. Roberts did not vote on the above five applications).

81.2
Flintshire Unitary Development Plan (UDP) – Statement of Decisions and Proposed Modifications – Public Consultation
The Clerk reported receipt of the above documentation for public inspection and circulated a copy of the statutory notice received to that effect.   He added that the Town Council’s previously submitted representations welcoming the proposed greenspace designation (field off Bagillt Road) and regarding land next to the former Textile Mill, had already been noted by the County Council as part of the consultation process.



RESOLVED:

That the Clerk’s report, together with the availability 

of the documents from the County Council, be received 

and noted.

82.
ACCOUNTS 


82.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:





That the following accounts be approved for payment:-





Voucher




      £





  4457
Viking Direct – Stationery/

Photocopying paper


 81.90 ****     





  4458
Transition Holywell and District –






Donation



300.00^^




  4459
Flintshire Citizens Advice Bureaux –






Donation


         1,000.00^^ 




  4460
North Wales Play Association –






Membership



  20.00*





  4461
Welsh Water – Metered Services 






Council Offices 5/5/09-8/9/09
223.97****




  4462
Moore & Son (Holywell) Ltd - 







Gas Boiler Repairs Council Offices
  74.75****





  4463
Impact Communications – Holywell 






Business News – Autumn ’09

500.00^^





  4464
C.M. Scott Jewellers – Wales in 






Bloom School Shield


  52.95^^





  4465
C.M. Scott Jewellers – Engraving on






WIB School Shield


  18.65^^




  4466
Councillor P.J. Curtis – Travel/






Subsistence – September

158.00*




  4467
Councillor J. Griffiths – Travel/






Subsistence – September/October
239.00*





  4468
Cardiff Council – Delegates’ Fee






Standards Conference


  50.00*





  4469
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – September    1,300.00**





  4470
Flintshire County Council – Summer 






Playschemes 2009-11-04                 4,067.00^^^*





  4471
D.C. Pierce – Salary – October
912.07***





  4472
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses






October



  40.00***





  4473
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 






10/10/09



271.19***




  4474
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat.Ins. –






October



510.26***





  4475
G. Evans – Removal of floral 






displays



225.00^^

                                                                                                                   10,044.74

                                                                                                                    ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

82.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 and 30 September 2009.

83.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – SEPTEMBER
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for September.

The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.   In response to Members’ questions, he summarised changes in the occupants of business premises in the town and in respect of the latest position regarding the former Woolworths store.

Discussion then centred around the Somerfield store in the town and the current short-stay pay and display parking arrangements on adjoining land owned and operated by the County Council, compared with those operated at the nearby privately owned Tesco and Lidl car parks.   Reference was made to the Co-operative Group’s involvement with the Somerfield store and to the various possibilities in respect of that car park.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

(2)
That the County Council be requested to provide financial information along the lines suggested at this meeting, in respect of the management and operation of its car parks in Holywell, if necessary, using the powers under the Freedom of Information legislation to obtain this information.

(3)
That the Co-operative Group be notified of the Town Council’s support for any move that would enable limited free parking to operate at the car park serving Holywell’s Somerfield store.

(4)
That the County Council be notified of the Town Council’s support in (3) above pending further possible contact by the Co-operative Group.

(Note:  Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, left the meeting at this point).

84.
STANDARDS CONFERENCE WALES : 15 OCTOBER 2009 – CARDIFF CITY HALL
Members noted and congratulated Councillor P.A. York on hearing from the Clerk that, following consideration of the Town Council’s nomination, Councillor York had been allocated a place in the delegation from the County Council to attend the above Conference.

Councillor York reported that the Conference had been well received, although he had mixed sentiments regarding the arrangements generally.   He also indicated that he would copy to all Members more information about the Conference, once it became available from the hosts.   One interesting aspect discussed was the possibility of newly elected Councillors having compulsory training in future.

RESOLVED:



That the reports be received and noted.

85.
THE GAMBLING ACT 2005 – STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 2010-2013
Consideration was given to a letter from the County’s Chief Public Protection Officer consulting on the review of the County’s current policy. This could be inspected by contacting the Clerk.

Members agreed that the broad principles of the legislation were well reflected in the County’s current policy which in general appeared to be working satisfactorily.



RESOLVED:

That the letter from the County’s Chief Public Protection Officer be received and noted without further comment.

(Note:  Councillor R. Spain declared a prejudicial interest in the following item (minute 86) and left the Council Chamber for the discussion and voting).

86.
SEWAGE OVERLOAD AND RELATED MATTERS – COMMUNITY OF HOLYWELL
Members considered a letter from the Sewerage Performance Officer, Welsh Water.  Reference was made to a further surcharging incident in September at Crossroads, Holywell and to the surveys/de-silting work in the Greenfield area.

A Member also referred to the site meeting which had been held at Crossroads.

Members noted from the letter that a meeting of the Flintshire Drainage Group had been  scheduled for 5 October at which it was intended to discuss with the County Council the issues raised by the Town Council.

RESOLVED:

That the developments contained in the Sewerage Performance Officer’s letter be noted and that the outcome of the meeting on 5 October in respect of the issues raised by the Town Council be requested from this officer.

87.
DOG FOULING BINS – TAN Y FELIN ROAD AND GREENFIELD DOCK AREAS
At the Mayor’s request, consideration was given to the provision of suitable bins following an environmental audit.  A plan was circulated at the meeting showing suggested locations for the bins on Tan y Felin Road.   Reference was also made to a requirement for a dog fouling bin in the Greenfield Dock area and to the monitoring of the situation in and around the town centre in relation to a possible future requirement in that area.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the suggested locations for Dog Fouling Bins, as now submitted, be supported.

(2)
That the Mayor and Clerk be authorised to identify a suitable location at Greenfield Dock for a Dog Fouling Bin.

88.
PROPOSED TRANSFER TO THE TOWN COUNCIL OF SURPLUS LAND CLOSE TO THE FORMER LLUESTY HOSPITAL, HALKYN ROAD, HOLYWELL – UPDATE
The Clerk reported that the formal transfer of this land had not yet taken place.  The insurance aspect from the Council’s side had now been cleared.   Insurance obligations on Communities First (CF) had been identified and were being checked out.  A draft of a management agreement had been prepared and forwarded to CF for comment.  An informal assessment of the site and its trees was being arranged by CF.



RESOLVED:

That the report be received and that another update be given to the Council once the Communities First Partnership Board had further considered its proposed obligations.

89.
PROVISION OF MEMORIAL SEAT – WELL HILL, HOLYWELL – UPDATE
The Clerk read out a letter received from the family of the late Lee Palmer, following a site meeting which had taken place on 2 October.

The family proposed to provide a memorial bench on a plot of land in the County Council’s car park opposite the former Textile Mill and to arrange for its maintenance and for the work associated with its installation.

The bench would be bequeathed to the Town Council for insurance purposes.

As well as being a place for the family to visit, the bench would serve and benefit the local community and visitors to this area, especially in view of its positioning next to a busy public footpath and nearby the St. Winefride’s 

Well.



RESOLVED:

That the proposed arrangements be noted with thanks and that the Clerk be authorised to undertake the necessary formalities on behalf of the Council in respect of the bequest.

90.
NHS DENTAL PROVISION – HOLYWELL 

In response to an enquiry, a letter was circulated from the Head of Primary Care Services (Flintshire Local Health Board) regarding the situation with regard to the dental surgery in Brynford Street, in view of the impending retirement of the present dentist.

The maintenance of NHS dental provision in Holywell and the surrounding area was a matter of high priority to the Local Health Board.   The reply outlined what was being done with a view to achieving a smooth transfer of the practice to another dentist wishing to move into the area, as well as covering contingency provisions for patients should it be necessary to undertake a re-tendering exercise for the contract if current negotiations were unsuccessful.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the ongoing arrangements by the Local Health Board (LHB) towards ensuring continuity of NHS dental provision in Holywell be welcomed.

(2)       That the LHB be informed that the Council   

            looks forward to a successful outcome to the 

            current negotiations and that it would appreciate 

            being kept informed as to how matters are 

            progressing.

91.
AGE CONCERN – NORTH EAST WALES – AGM 



RESOLVED:

(1)
That Councillor P.J. Curtis be appointed to attend the Annual General Meeting 2008/09 on 23 October in the Airbus Conference Centre, Airbus Factory, Broughton.

(2)
That a decision on membership of Age Concern – North East Wales continue to be deferred.

92.
COMMUNITY AWARDS, SOCIAL EVENING AND PARTNERSHIP BOARD AGM 2009 – 23 OCTOBER


RESOLVED:

That the arrangements be noted and that Councillor P.J. Curtis be nominated from the Town Council for election to the new Partnership Board.

(Note:  Councillor H.G. Roberts left the meeting at this point).

93.
TIDY WALES AWARDS 2009 – 5 NOVEMBER – ST. GEORGE’S HOTEL, LLANDUDNO
The Mayor reported that following the Town Council’s nomination, the 2480 (Holywell) Squadron Air Cadets had been shortlisted for a Tidy Wales Award.

The Mayor proposed to attend the Awards Ceremony together with Councillor Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and Flt. Lt. Sue Davies of the Air Cadets.



RESOLVED:

That the Council acknowledges the hard work put 

in by the Air Cadets for the community and hopes 

that it will be successful when the award winners are announced.

94.
NORTH WALES PLAY ASSOCIATION – 35TH ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR – 3 DECEMBER : KINMEL MANOR, ABERGELE


RESOLVED:

That the invitation to the above event be received, without further action.

95.
WALES IN BLOOM THANKS – TREE TOPS CARAVAN PARK 

Members received an acknowledgement from Mr. Andy Walker, General Manager of the Caravan Park for the Council’s kind sentiments on their continuing horticultural successes, together with an invitation to visit Tree Tops when the blooms were at their best, probably around July 2010.

Mr. Walker also congratulated the Council on its own successes in the Wales in Bloom competition.



RESOLVED:

That the invitation be referred to the Wales in Bloom Sub-Committee for consideration at the appropriate time.

96.
PROPOSED PRESENTATIONS AT FUTURE MEETINGS, ARRANGED AT THE TOWN COUNCIL’S REQUEST


The following visits were noted:



November – Flintshire County Council – Overview and Scrutiny



January (2010) – One Voice Wales.

97.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Screening for Life – The Newsletter of the Screening Services – Spring/Summer 2009;


(b)
Flintshire County Summer Playscheme Programme Report 2009*;


(c)
Flintshire Playscheme 2009 – Child Consultation Report*;


(d)
Flintshire County Council Housing News – Autumn 2009;


(e)
Holywell Business News – Autumn 2009*;

(f)
Agenda for meeting of the North Wales Town and Larger Community Councils – Welshpool – 16 October 2009;


(g)
Holywell News (Communities First) Autumn 2009;


(h)
‘Unlocking Time’ (script and dvd) – Greenfield Ghetto Drama Group.

98.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

98.1.
Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Meeting
Councillors P.J. Curtis and J. Griffiths reported on their attendance at the Annual Report and Workshop events arranged by the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales.

Whilst attendance had been useful, there was disappointment at the lack of feedback provided by the Commission at the event.   It also appeared that the ongoing reviews of Councillor Members could well result in significant reductions of elected Members in the long term.



RESOLVED:

That the Local Government Boundary Commission be requested to provide feedback from the Annual Report and Workshop events.


98.2.
Town Centre Partnership
The Town Council’s representatives summarised recent developments and indicated that the Partnership was making steady progress.  The importance of maintaining the principle of joint working was stressed.

99.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS


RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items (minutes 100 to 102) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended.

100.
MORIAH CHAPEL, PEN-Y-MAES ROAD, HOLYWELL 

Members had before them a copy of a letter from The Rt. Hon. David Hanson MP enquiring as to whether the Council had considered purchasing the Chapel for use by the people of Holywell.   A copy of the sale particulars from the Estate Agents was also circulated.

A discussion followed on funding issues and possible future uses for the building.   On balance, it was felt not viable to purchase the property.  Reference was made to the efforts of Communities First to date towards keeping the place available for community use, possibly in conjunction with a more permanent “home” for the Holywell Town Band.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Council does not express an interest in purchasing Moriah Chapel.

(2)
That the letter from The Rt. Hon. David Hanson MP be forwarded to Communities First for its consideration, adding that the Council had no interest in the property.

(3)
That The Rt. Hon. David Hanson MP be informed of the Council’s decisions in (1) and (2) above.

101.
FORMER COURT HOUSE BUILDING, HALKYN STREET, HOLYWELL
The Clerk reported that this building had recently been sold at Auction.  As the Council at one time had an interest in its acquisition, the owner had informally indicated that he would consider any reasonable approach for future occupancy/acquisition of the premises.



RESOLVED:

That the Council Offices Sub-Committee consider the viability of the opportunities put forward by the owner.

102.
INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEM – BANK PLACE OFFICES, HOLYWELL
The Clerk reported on the implications of the recent false alarms following a fault on the system which had now been put right by the Security Company.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the position be noted and that the working of the existing alarm system be monitored.

(2)
That he procedures outlined by the Clerk for responding to future alarm activations be endorsed.



103.
CLOSE OF MEETING


The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.50 p.m.

……………………………..

Mayor

