HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 18 October 2011 at 6.30pm.

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.A. York (Mayor).

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, 

J. Griffiths, E.B. Palmer, B. Scragg, L. Thorley and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Mrs. M. Jabbitt, J.M. Johnson, B.P. Lambert, M. Mills, H.G. Roberts, K. Roberts and R. Spain.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk), and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) for minutes 78 to 84.

78.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
None received. 

79.
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY SAFETY
The meeting was attended by Andy Robb, Wrexham and Flintshire Partnership Manager of North Wales Fire and Rescue Service, to speak about the work of the service within the community and in particular home safety initiatives.   He explained that this service was provided free to the public by the Fire and Rescue Service.   It included general home safety advice, supply and fitting of smoke alarms/extension leads if necessary or ensure that existing devices were in working order.   Additionally, to help with an evacuation plan in the event of a fire in the home.

Mr. Robb added that specialised equipment was also provided free of charge for people who were deaf or hard of hearing.    

The contact numbers to obtain further details or to request a free home safety check were 0800 169 1234 or 01352 792820.   A copy of the request form and other literature would be forwarded to the Clerk for circulation to Members as appropriate.

In the short question and answer session that followed, Members were informed, amongst other things, that in the last three years 96,000 homes in North Wales had received a fire safety check.

RESOLVED:

That the Council records its appreciation to Mr. Andy Robb for a most interesting and informative talk.

80.
MAYOR’S REMARKS
The Mayor reported on his engagements since the last meeting, as follows:


23 September 
2480 (Holywell) Squadron ATC-Annual Dinner.

25 September 
Prestatyn Town Mayor’s Civic Service.

26 September
Blazin’ Fiddles Charity Concert.




(for Diabetes UK) at St. Asaph Cathedral

29 September
Jardinere shop visit to congratulate owner on redesigned window display and wide range of goods offered.


  1 October
Holway Coffee Morning.


Hope 37 Tower of Fun Day (Town Centre event).

  4 October
Unveiling of 3m x 2m Collage at the Mill on the Hill Tea Rooms to help promote the town.

  5 October 
Delegate at Standards Conference Wales, Llandrindod Wells.

  8 October 
Presented past Holywell Town Mayor’s Jewel to Gordon I. Lloyd at Holywell Community Hospital.

10 October
County Standards Committee Joint Meeting at Mold.

11 October 
Drop-in at Holywell Band practice evening at Carmel School.

Represented Town Council at an informal joint briefing meeting for County Councillors at County Hall, Mold regarding the “Flintshire Connects” Project.   Councillor J. Griffiths also in attendance from the Town Council.  Another meeting to follow in the next few weeks.

18 October
Presented Town Council’s Schools (Wales in Bloom) Project Shield Award to Ysgol Perth-y-Terfyn (joint winners with Ysgol Gwenffrwd) at the start of the school’s 50th anniversary celebrations.

With the Mayor’s agreement and for the information of Members, Councillor Mrs. K. Davies reported that Holywell Town Football Club had been invited to the Liberty Stadium, Swansea on 7 October to parade its FAW Trophy at the Wales v Switzerland International match.  During the lap of honour, the Holywell team was given a great reception by both Welsh and Swiss fans and it was a great experience for everyone who travelled down to Swansea.

The Mayor also announced Holywell Band’s annual Autumn Concert in the Clwyd Room at Clwyd Theatr Cymru on 20 October.   He concluded his report by informing Members of the forthcoming Remembrance Sunday Services at St James Parish Church (Mayor attending); and at Holy Trinity Church, Greenfield (Mayoress and the Deputy Mayor attending).   Both services were due to start at 10.45am and would be followed by the wreath laying at the respective Memorials.

81.
MINUTES 



RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the following meeting be 

approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor.

Council Meeting held on 21 September 2011.

82.
PLANNING
82.1.
Planning Application


(Action taken by the Clerk in consultation with the Mayor following a request for an early response by the Flintshire County Planning Authority). 



No.

Proposal
049039#
Construction of 3m wide cycle path linking Greenfield Dock (east) to Greenfield civic amenity site, Greenfield: for Flintshire County Council.

No objection.   Proposal welcomed subject to all planning requirements being satisfied.

RESOLVED:


That the action taken be noted and approved.


82.2.
Planning Applications


(General)

Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process, the timescale for response allowing for them to be considered at the monthly meeting.

RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.

No.

Proposal

049033
Erection of two pairs of semi-detached dwellings – the former clinic, School Lane, Greenfield, Holywell: for Jackson Fire & Security.

Objection on grounds of overdevelopment of the site.
049039#
Construction of 3m wide cycle path linking Greenfield Dock (east) to Greenfield civic amenity site, Greenfield: for Flintshire County Council.   AMENDED PLANS RECEIVED#.

No objection.   In addition to the above observations, as the path will be shared with other users the Council draws attention to the importance of having appropriate public safety measures in place.

049080
Reserved matters application for appearance, layout and landscaping Plot 2 – Land side of Arfryn, Pen-y-Ball, Holywell: for Mr. T. Davies.

No objection.

049101
Erection of a first floor conservatory – White Gables, Ffordd Brynffynon, Holywell: for Mr. N. and Mrs. C.P. Roberts.

Deferred to the November meeting of the Council to enable ongoing planning investigations to be completed.


82.3.
Flintshire Unitary Development Plan (UDP) – Adoption


RESOLVED:

That the letter from the County’s Head of Planning together with the accompanying Notice of Adoption by the County Council of the UDP on 28 September 2011 be received and noted.

83.
ACCOUNTS

83.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





4908
Impact Communications – Holywell 

Business News – Autumn 2011 
500.00^^
4909
Councillor J. Griffiths – Travelling –

Wales in Bloom Awards

207.00*

4910 
British Telecom – One Bill Plus

12/9/11



  96.34****





4911
2480 (Holywell) Squadron ATC –

Donation 



 228.00^^ 





4912
Holywell Town Football Club –

Donation 



 500.00^^

4913
D.C. Pierce – Reimbursement of

Postages 1/10/10-30/9/11/Sundries
 261.45^




4914
Flintshire County Council – Summer

Playschemes 2011

           4130.54^^^*

4915
ScottishPower – Electricity – 

Council Offices – Monthly Plan 
   40.00**** 4916
Luntstone Ltd – Repairs Bank Place 

Offices




   66.00****

4917
Luntstone Ltd – Anti-theft work to 

Gates – Bank Place Offices

   92.52***

4918
UHY Hacker Young – External Audit


Fee 2010/11



 660.00^
4919
D. Owen – Removal of floral displays



WIB (Balance 50%)


 225.00^^  





4920
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – September/






Sundries


           1306.50**

4921
D.C. Pierce – Salary – October          1010.55***





4922
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses –

October



    40.00***




4923
Mrs. M. Edwards (Office Cleaner)

Wages to 8/10/11

              225.60*** 





4924
HMRC (Inland Revenue) – PAYE/

National Insurance – October
             514.89***




                   ________












  
                                      




       10,104.39










       ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953

                                                            S.4





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

83.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 September and 30 September 2011.

83.3.
Notice of Change to HSBC Current Account Credit Interest
The Clerk reported that with effect from 23 November 2011 the Council’s current account would become non-interest bearing when in credit.

Members noted that although the amount of interest received at present was relatively low due to the national economic situation, the decision of HSBC meant that the opportunity to obtain additional funds would no longer be available should there be a return to a higher rate of interest at some point in the future 

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the information be noted with disappointment.

(2)
That the Clerk look into the possibility of changing the Council’s bank and/or explore other investment opportunities and report back to a future meeting of the Council.

84.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT  - SEPTEMBER
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s report for September.   The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting, in particular in relation to the Town Centre Events Programme.

In response to the Council’s earlier request, the Town Centre Manager also circulated his separate report with estimated costs for providing a Christmas tree in the town centre this year.   Members felt that due to the cost and extent of the work as well as the short timescale before the annual switch-on event, it was not practicable to provide a tree this year.   If required, provision of a tree could be considered for the future although some Members recalled that incidents of vandalism had caused problems in earlier years.

The Town Centre Manager added that there were no further developments in respect of the former Jim Williams shop on the high street and the former Somerfield /Co-op store.   Members drew attention to the Fingerpost signs in the town and to the need for signs to direct the public to operational public toilets.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

(2)
That the Council formally records its appreciation for and confidence in the work of the  Town Centre Manager.

(3)
That the Council does not re-introduce a Christmas tree in the town centre this year but that its provision be considered again should a suitable opportunity arise.

(4)
That the Town Centre Manager make further representations to the County Council to have the Fingerpost signs in the town centre pointing the correct way to the local toilets.

(NOTE:  Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, left the meeting at this point).

85.
SECTION 106 AGREEMENTS – PLAY IMPROVEMENT HOLYWELL AREA


RESOLVED:

That the information received from the County’s Director of Lifelong Learning regarding the Agreements currently in place for play improvement be received and noted as follows:



The Ridgeway, Pistyll (play equipment/maintenance of 

                        new play area) - £42,997



Moriah Church, Myrtle Lane (Pen y Maes 

                        Gardens or Nant y Coed Play Area following

                        consultation with local Members) - £1,100

86.
PREPARATIONS FOR THE COMING WINTER

Consideration was given to the letter from the County’s Head of Streetscene in respect of the services offered to Town and Community Councils this year.   Members also had before them a copy of their decision on the services offered in 2010.

Again this year Members felt that it was not practicable to appoint a named contact(s) as there was no guarantee that the information received could be further relayed in time.   It was felt more appropriate for the County Council to provide a central telephone/website contact to Town and Community Councils that all Councillors could use and/or pass on as and when required.

Regarding additional salt bins, it was again considered that the County Council had a responsibility to provide salt as well as a safe walking and driving environment for the County.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Council responds to the Head of Streetscene along the lines indicated above.

(2)
That the Clerk obtain x2 bags of rock salt initially, for delivery to and use around Bank Place Offices with additional bags to be ordered as and when required.

(3)
That details of the group(s) interested in community involvement in snow clearing be forwarded to the Head of Streetscene when received from Councillor Mrs. R. Dolphin.

87.
CCTV HOLYWELL - RECYCLING UNITS 

The Clerk reported that the County’s CCTV Manager had suggested that the recycling bins on Tesco car park be re-sited on the car park side nearer to the main road, just below the main entrance where there was better lighting.   This would assist monitoring by CCTV as clearer images would be obtained. This was important as there had been a number of recent “night-time raids” on the units.



The Town Council’s observations were invited.



RESOLVED:

That the suggestion by the County’s CCTV Manager 

be supported.

88.
COMMUNITY/TOWN COUNCIL ELECTIONS, 2012


RESOLVED

That the letter from the County’s Returning Officer with advance information, including draft timetable, in respect of the next round of local government elections on 3 May 2012 be received and noted.

89.
ANNUAL MEETING OF HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL, 2012
Consideration was given to the Town Council’s Annual Meeting arrangements arising from minute 88 above and the relevant statutory requirements.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Annual Meeting of Holywell Town Council be held on Tuesday, 15 May, 2012 at 6.30pm.

(2)
That a decision on the venue for the Annual Meeting be deferred to the Council’s November meeting.

90.
BETSI CADWALADR COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL (CHC)

Discussion took place regarding the circulated letter from the Deputy Chief Officer of the CHC – the Independent Health Service Watchdog for North Wales and the CHC Information Sheet about how applications could be made for one of the 15 vacancies on the CHC.



RESOLVED:

That Councillor L. Thorley’s interest in becoming a member of the CHC be supported and that the Clerk arrange for an application form to be sent to Councillor Thorley for his attention.

91.
NOMINATION(S) TO THE FLINTSHIRE LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

                        Consideration was given to a letter regarding the above matter from the 

            Secretary to the Forum



RESOLVED:

That the Council nominate Councillor B. Scragg for consideration for membership of the Forum and that the Clerk arrange for an application form to be sent to Councillor Scragg.

92.
PROPOSED PROHIBITION OF WAITING – ROSE HILL AND ABBOTS WALK, HOLYWELL

This item was not on the agenda but was accepted by the Mayor in order to avoid delay as a reply had been requested by the County Council before the next meeting of the Town Council.

The proposal would prohibit the parking of vehicles close to the junctions concerned that would, in turn, reduce the risk of collisions.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Council supports the proposal and hopes that arrangements will also be put in place for its appropriate enforcement, particularly in the early period after the Order comes into effect.

93.
REPORT(S) ETC. RECEIVED

Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Flintshire County Summer Playscheme Programme 2011*;

(b)
Flintshire County Council:  Your Home, Your Future, Your Choice – Council Tenants’ Newsletter October 2011;

(c)
Notice of Flintshire County Forum Meeting – 19 October;

(d)
Agenda for the Quarterly Meeting of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils – 21 October;

(e)
Flintshire Citizens Advice Bureau – A Councillor’s Guide to CAB Services (+personal copy available on request to the Clerk);

(f)
Nightingale House Hospice News – September 2011;

In addition, the following item was circulated to each Member at the meeting, for information.

(g)
Burbo Bank Extension Offshore Windfarm – Community Newsletter No. 1 – Autumn 2011;

94.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 



None received. 

95.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 – EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 



RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items (minutes 95.1 contractual issues and 95.2 reporting details relating to bank accounts etc) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended.

95.1.
Office Accommodation – 12-14 Bank Place/Former Courthouse, Holywell
The Clerk reported on developments in respect of both buildings since the last meeting.



RESOLVED:





That the position be noted.


95.2.
Application for Financial Assistance
The Clerk reported on the supporting background and financial information received from the Holywell Town Junior Football Club since the last meeting.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That a donation be made to the Holywell Town Junior Football Club in the sum of £300.

(2)
That the Football Club be invited to submit another application for consideration by the Finance Committee in February 2012.

96.
CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.25pm.

………………………………..

Mayor

