HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Tuesday 15 September 2009 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.J. Curtis (Deputy Mayor), in the Chair.

Councillors:  S.R. Baker, Mrs. K. Davies, J. Griffiths, Mrs. M. Jabbitt, 

J.M. Johnson, M. Mills, K. Roberts, B. Scragg, R. Spain, Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks and P.A. York.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors Mrs. R. Dolphin, B.P. Lambert, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts and L. Thorley. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk) and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager, for minutes 54 to 73).

54.
BEST WISHES 

Members were informed that Councillor B.P. Lambert was still not enjoying the best of health.  The Clerk was asked to forward Members’ best wishes to him.   It was hoped that he would be feeling better soon.

55.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST : MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT 

The following declaration of personal interest was made and the relevant form completed for despatch to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer.



Councillor


Agenda Item
Mrs. M. Jabbitt

12.1(a) – Application for Financial




Assistance

Existence/Nature of Personal Interest
Treasurer of Transition Holywell and District

56.
PRESENTATION BY THE HOLYWELL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

The Deputy Mayor welcomed Mr. Stephen Hughes, Acting Chairman, Holywell Chamber of Commerce and Mr. Tom Hughes of TFH Architecture to the meeting.   They had requested the opportunity to give a short presentation with their ideas relating to possible improvements to the Town Centre.

Among other things, reference was made to the situation regarding the occupancy of the units on Tower Gardens, High Street/Lower Brynford Street and Cross Street ground floor premises.   It was suggested that bigger units could be created with office space above at Tower Gardens.   

In the main, it was felt that a link was required in respect of the ‘three jewels of the town’ – Greenfield Valley, St. Winefride’s Well and the town centre.   Possibilities included transport links (e.g. steam train) from the Greenfield Valley / Greenfield Docks to the town centre, an international design competition to find a sculpture for a prominent location in the town and the de-pedestrianisation of the town centre.   To date no costing exercise had been undertaken.

There followed a question and answer session during which reference was made to importance of working together with the Town Centre Partnership.  



RESOLVED:

(1)
That Messrs. Stephen Hughes and Tom Hughes be thanked for their joint presentation and for the excellent way in which it had been delivered.

(2)
That a copy of the presentation slides be forwarded to the Clerk for circulation to the Town Centre Sub-Committee at its next meeting.

(3)
That the Town Centre Sub-Committee discuss the ideas put forward on behalf of the Holywell Chamber of Commerce and make any recommendation it considers appropriate to the Council.

57.
MAYOR’S REMARKS 

In the Mayor’s absence, the Deputy Mayor read out a report from the 

Mayor regarding the events she had attended since the last meeting and circulated with the agenda, as follows:-

24 July – social event with the High Sheriff of Clwyd (Henry Robinson) and Mrs. Robinson at Crogen, near Corwen.

26 July – a fun filled day starting with Greenfield Gala (with special thanks to Councillor E.B. Palmer for his assistance).  Later at Fron Park for the Waterhouse Cup competition and ending at the Twenty 20 Cricket Tournament final, won this year by a French side, Flanders.

30 July – had the honour of representing the Town Council at the official opening of the Holywell Community Hospital by HRH Princess Anne.

8 August – Greenfield Gardening Show which again this year had a high standard of exhibits.

24 August – Greenfield Dock Open Day/Big Dee Day events with the official opening of the Coastal Pathway.

27 August – visited the Hospice in Holywell.  Reference made to proposed fundraising events where local support was requested.


The Deputy Mayor added that he had attended a very moving service at St. Winefride’s Parish Church on 30 August, at the invitation of the Vocationist Fathers to celebrate the First Profession of Vows of two sons.


He had also welcomed Mr Joshua Mushabe during his visit to Holywell Library.   Mr. Mushabe was the Headteacher of Kaaro High School, Uganda.   He hoped that his visit would enable him to gain a wide experience of the local educational system and also foster links between Flintshire schools, colleges and community organisations and his home district.   The Deputy Mayor had presented Mr. Mushabe with the Council’s Year 2000 commemorative mug.

58.
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS 2009 

The Deputy Mayor was delighted to announce the Council’s double first achievements in the Wales in Bloom (for the second year running) and the Flintshire Environmental Competitions.

The Award ceremonies for both events were taking place on 18 September – Wales in Bloom (slate trophy) at Tenby and the Flintshire Competition (certificate + £100) at County Hall, Mold.

It was proposed that these events be respectively attended by the Deputy Mayor and Councillor J. Griffiths and their partners; and Councillor E.B. Palmer and his partner.

Reference was made to the expressions of thanks already made by the Council for the support received in respect of its entries.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Council’s appreciation be recorded for all the hard work which had again been put into this year’s competitions.

(2)
That the Clerk also write to the Welsh College of Horticulture (suppliers of the floral displays) and the Tree Tops Caravan Park, Gwespyr, Nr. Holywell (award winner in another category) to acknowledge their important contributions to the Wales in Bloom Competition generally.

(3)
That the attendance at this year’s award ceremonies, as now reported, be supported and approved.

59.
MINUTES


RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the proceedings of the following meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by the Deputy Mayor.

Council Meeting held on 21 July 2009, with the addition of the word “not” in the last line of the preamble to minute 44 (Preferred Allotment Site(s)) between the words “could” and “be”; and

Town Centre Sub-Committee held on 2 September 2009.

60.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
60.1.
Determinations during the Recess Period by the Mayor and Clerk 


No.

Brief Description
046461
Display of 1 No. internally illuminated totem sign – Lidl UK, Coleshill Street, Holywell


No objection, provided the proposal complies with highway requirements and any applicable conservation area policies.

046513
Alterations to front elevation and sub-division of residential accommodation into 2 No. units – Bevans Home and Garden, 59 High Street, Holywell


No objection, provided the proposal complies with conservation area policies.


The Deputy Mayor updated Members on the County Council’s decision on each application.

RESOLVED:

That the action of the Mayor and Clerk be approved.


60.2.
New Application 

Consideration was given to another application forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process.



RESOLVED:

That the following response be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal
046611
Change of use from chapel to 4 flats (+ formation of new vehicular and pedestrian access) – Pendref Chapel Brynford Street, Holywell

Objection on safety grounds in terms of inadequate access and arrangements for parking, with the proposed entrances being off narrow roads close to a busy junction.

61.
ACCOUNTS 


61.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:





That the following accounts be approved for payment:-





Voucher                                                              £










  4428
British Telecom – 3629 2204 –              

Broadband



120.04****





  4429
British Telecom – 8118 4276 – Alarm 67.18****





  4430
British Telecom – 8121 8884 – 

Land Line



183.02****




  4431
Flintshire County Council – Trade 

Refuse Sacks – Council Offices
146.69****




  4432
Holywell Town Football Club – 

Donation 



500.00^^




  4433
Fron Park Bowling Club 






(Waterhouse Cup) – Donation
250.00^^




  4434
Mrs M. Edwards – Wages to 25/7/09
201.71***




  4435
Delyn Press – Order of Service 






Sheets – Civic Sunday 

121.00^^




  4436
BPH – 1 No. 12v Battery for 






Watering Equipment


  64.05^^




  4437
Flintshire County Council – Hire of






Premises – Civic Sunday

  88.55^^




  4438
North Wales Association of Town 






Councils – Postages ¼ - 24/7/09
    3.42*




  4439
JDH Business Services – Internal 






Audit Fees y/e 31/3/09

234.30^^




  4440
ScottishPower – Electricity – 






Council Offices


107.59****




  4441
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – July
          1300.00**




  4442
D.C. Pierce – Salary – August
912.27***




  4443
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses – 






August 



  40.00***




  4444
Inland Revenue – PAYE/Nat Ins –






August 



479.66***




  4445
G. Evans – Watering of Floral 






Displays – August 


400.00^^




  4446
Mrs. M. Edwards–Wages to 15/8/09
149.20***




  4447
British Gas Business – Gas – Council 






Offices




113.08***




  4448
Society of Local Council Clerks – 






National Conference Delegate
419.75*




  4449
Public Works Loan Board – Loan 






Payment – Council Offices
          2607.68**^^




  4450
Deeside College – Plant Feed

  23.94^^




  4451
Impact Communications – Town 






Centre Management – August          1300.00**




  4452
Mrs. M. Edwards – Wages to 5/9/09
149.40***




  4453
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses –






September


 
  40.00***



  4454
D.C. Pierce – Salary – September
912.07***




  4455
Inland Revenue – PAYE-Nat Ins. –






September



479.66***




  4456
G. Evans – watering of floral displays







Balance – June/September

400.00^^









       11,814.26


Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.4





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

61.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 July and 31 August 2009.

62.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORT – JULY/AUGUST 

Members had before them the Town Centre Manager’s report for July and August.

The report gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.   Members welcomed the production by the County Council of a pocket-size leaflet based on the information contained on the tourist information panels recently erected in various Holywell car parks.

The switch-on date this year of the town’s Christmas lights was noted as Friday 27 November.  Work had already commenced with the organisation of the event.

In response to an enquiry, the Town Centre Manager reported that the Council’s gazebos had been used to date about eight times, although more recently one had been stained by water damage.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Manager’s report be received with thanks.

63.
STANDARDS CONFERENCE WALES INVITATION : 15 OCTOBER 2009 – CARDIFF CITY HALL



RESOLVED:

That the action taken by the Mayor and Clerk during the recess period in nominating Councillor P.A. York for consideration by the County Council’s Standards Committee when considering its Conference delegation, be noted and approved.

64.
A STRATEGY FOR FLINTSHIRE’S LIBRARIES 2009-12 

Consideration was given to the consultation into the County Council’s future strategy for libraries.  The aim of the consultation was to identify objectives and priorities for this service for the next three years with support from an annual action plan.

Members acknowledged that the Holywell Library was a major asset for the town and stressed the importance of ensuring that the present Library and Information Services (including facilities for the visually impaired) should in no way be diminished as a result of local government spending constraints.



RESOLVED:

That the opportunity to comment on the Consultation Document be welcomed and that the kind offer from Councillor P.A. York to prepare a suitable response on behalf of the Council, reflecting Members’ views at the meeting, be accepted with thanks.

65.
PROPOSED CHANGE TO PUBLIC COUNTER OPENING TIMES – MOLD COUNTY COURT 

Consideration was given to a Consultation Paper including proposals that would see the public counter at Mold County Court open for a minimum of two days a week, rather than Monday to Friday as at present.

The proposal was met with Members’ concern and disappointment.  The view was expressed that to reduce opening hours could make personal access more difficult for service users who may already be disadvantaged by their own particular circumstances.

It was also suggested that implementation of the proposal would have a direct and adverse effect with a further diminution of “local” services.



RESOLVED:

That the Clerk respond to the Consultation Paper, putting forward the Council’s objections to the proposal.

66.
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES – PROPOSAL FOR A LEGISLATIVE COMPETENCE ORDER
Members noted the Draft Order relating to Community Councils and Councillor recruitment, retention and allowances.

The proposed new powers would enable the Assembly to pass measures which were based on Welsh priorities and timescales.

67.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR WALES- ANNUAL REPORT AND WORKSHOPS 2009


RESOLVED:

That Councillors P.J. Curtis and J. Griffiths be appointed to attend the event held on 7 October 2009 at Glyndwr University, Wrexham.

68.
NORTH WALES PLAY ASSOCIATION 



RESOLVED:

That the Council takes up membership of the Association at a fee of £20, and that the main principle of the North Wales Play Association “Protecting and Enhancing the Child’s Right to Play” be supported.

69.
PROVISION OF MEMORIAL SEAT – WELL HILL, HOLYWELL 

As previously requested, this matter came before the Council for further consideration following the outcome of the recently held inquest.

As a result, Members supported the provision of a suitable seat and a small plaque, in memory of the late Lee Palmer, a teenager who died in a car crash last December; also, if required to provide assistance to the family in its discussions with the County Council, including obtaining clarification regarding insurance and maintenance requirements.

RESOLVED:

That the Clerk move this matter forward as appropriate and report back to the next meeting of the Council.

70.
TIDY WALES AWARD 2009 

At the Mayor’s request, consideration was given to nominating the 2480 (Holywell) Air Training Corps for an award in recognition of the activities and good work of the cadets for the benefit of the community of Holywell and its many visitors.



The closing date for entries was 30 September 2009.



RESOLVED:

That the Clerk arrange to submit an entry with supporting photographs.

71.
MATTERS REFERRED TO THE COUNCIL FROM THE TOWN CENTRE SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 2 SEPTEMBER 2009
71.1.
Revised Draft Service Level Agreement (SLA) 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2012
A copy of this document had been circulated to all Members of the Council for consideration.



RESOLVED:

That the SLA be accepted and that the document be signed when the information about the arrangements which apply to Holywell have been entered and verified.


71.2.
Proposed CCTV Camera – Halkyn Road – Update 

The Clerk reported that the County’s CCTV Manager had indicated that, unfortunately, the only option open to the Town Council was to accept or reject the offer as initially presented.  No alternative arrangements could be considered.

If accepted, the camera would provide coverage over the Community Hospital’s car park and nearby primary schools.



RESOLVED:

That the additional CCTV camera proposal be accepted on the terms reported to the Town Centre Sub-Committee.


71.3.
Flintshire Town Action Plan Initiative – Bids for Funding 2009/10
Members were invited to forward their ideas to the Town Centre Manager as soon as possible.


71.4.
Holywell 800th Market Charter Anniversary – Update 

The Town Centre Manager reported on his further enquiries to date.   It appeared that although Holywell’s first market may have been held in 1210, the only information he had found about a market charter was dated 1292.



RESOLVED:

That the Town Centre Manager continue with his enquiries regarding the origins of the market and, once completed, report back with the options available to the Council.

72.
REPORTS ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated *, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
National Assembly for Wales – Getting it Right for Wales – An Independent Review of the Current Arrangements for the Financial Support of Assembly Members;

(b)
Adjudication Panel for Wales – Annual Report 2008-2009;

(c)
Local Government Partnership Scheme Annual Report 2008-09;

(d)
Greenfield Valley Trust Ltd – Annual Report and Audited Financial Statements for the Year ended 31 December 2008;

(e)
Flintshire Tourism News : Issue 2 – Autumn 2009;

(f)
East Flintshire Cycle Leaflets;

(g)
Flintshire Voluntary Sector ‘News and Views’ – July 2009;

(h)
Flintshire NEWCIS News for Carers : Issue 81 – Autumn 2009;

(i)
Town and Community Council Focus Group Workshop – 27 July 2009 (Meeting co-ordinated by the County Council) – Summary of Comments;

(j)
Halkyn Mountain Joint Consultative Board Agenda 8/9/09;

(k)
Heritage Wales – Summer Issue 2009; 

(l)
Submitted Draft North West Plan Partial Review (Sustainability Appraisal);

(m)
Ranger Report – 8 September 2009;

(n)
Pocket-size Holywell Town Map


The Clerk undertook to forward a copy of the Local Government Partnership Scheme Annual Report 2008-09 to Councillor P.A. York.

73.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 



None received.

(Note: Mr. M. Roberts, Town Centre Manager, left the meeting at this stage).

74.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS


RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item (minute 75) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended.

75.
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applications received together with the required supporting financial and other documents were considered.



RESOLVED:





That the following donations be made:











   £





(1)
Transition Holywell and District 
300





(2)
Flintshire Citizens Advice Bureaux







(from earmarked provision in the 






2009/10 budget)

          1000

76.
CLOSE OF MEETING
The Deputy Mayor closed the meeting at 8.20pm.

……………………………….

Mayor

