HOLYWELL TOWN COUNCIL

CYNGOR TREF TREFFYNNON

Minutes of the meeting of Holywell Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Bank Place Offices, Holywell on Wednesday 21 September 2011 at 6.30pm

------- 


PRESENT:  Councillor P.A. York (Mayor).

Councillor J.M. Johnson (Deputy Mayor) – in the Chair for minutes 76 and 77.

Councillors:  P.J. Curtis, Mrs. K. Davies, Mrs. R. Dolphin, J. Griffiths, 

Mrs. M. Jabbitt, M. Mills, B. Scragg, L. Thorley (for minutes 60 to 77) and Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors S.R. Baker, B.P. Lambert, E.B. Palmer, H.G. Roberts, K. Roberts and R. Spain.

IN ATTENDANCE:  D.C. Pierce (Clerk), and M. Roberts (Town Centre Manager) for minutes 56 to 65.

56.
BEST WISHES 

The Mayor welcomed Councillor Mrs. K. Davies to the meeting.   He was pleased to report that her husband Ken, was making good progress to recovery following his recent operation.   Members asked for their best wishes to be passed on to Mr. Davies.

57.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The following declarations of personal interest were made and the relevant forms completed for the Clerk to forward on to Flintshire County Council’s Monitoring Officer. 

	Minute No.
	Name of Councillor
	Personal
	Prejudicial
	Nature of Interest

	63.2.
	Mrs. K. Davies
	√
	√*
	048952 – Neighbouring House 

	66
	Mrs. R. Dolphin 
	√
	√*
	Owner of Post Office

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



*
Member left the Council Chamber for the discussion and voting.

58.
THE OWL (ONLINE WATCH LINK) SCHEME
The meeting was attended by Denise Edwards (Chief Officer, Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch) and PC Hazel Goss MBE (Community Safety & Architect Liaison Officer) to speak on the operation of the OWL Scheme.  OWL was an interactive system that had been developed over the past few years.   It operated by helping to prevent crime, catch criminals, find missing people, empower volunteers and strengthen communities.   Messages, including crime alerts and timely crime prevention advice were sent out by OWL Administrators to OWL users, sometimes within half an hour of a crime occurring.   OWL was launched and went live to the Police and public for the very first time as a pilot in Hertfordshire.   Four years ago it was launched as a pilot in Flintshire and last year as a pilot in Wrexham.

By reference to the circulated papers from the speakers, Members noted the many and continuing achievements of the scheme.


Members were impressed with the arrangements and in the question and answer session that followed, received information on how they could get involved with the scheme.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Council records its thanks for the informative presentation.

(2)
That details of Members’ email or other suitable contact information be forwarded to Neighbourhood Watch for possible individual inclusion in the Alert arrangements.

(3)
That the possibility of having a link to the Council’s website be also investigated.

59.
PRESENTATION TO PAST HOLYWELL TOWN MAYORS
The Mayor reported that, accompanied by the Mayoress, he had visited former Councillor Dennis R. Parry of Pen-y-ffordd to present him with his Past Mayor’s Jewel.   He had been unable to attend a Council meeting for his presentation due to ill-health.

The remaining two former Councillors yet to attend for their presentation were Gordon I. Lloyd and David Wilkes.   The Mayor asked how the Council wished to proceed having regard to their particular circumstances.

RESOLVED:

That the Mayor’s action be supported and that a home visit/presentation be arranged for Mr. Gordon I. Lloyd, the Clerk to send the Past Mayor’s Jewel to Mr. David Wilkes by registered post.

60.
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS, 2011
The Mayor referred to Holywell’s commendable second placing in the Wales in Bloom Competition (Small Town Category).   He showed the certificate which had been collected by Councillor J. Griffiths (Vice-Chairman – Wales in Bloom Sub-Committee) at the recent awards ceremony at Chepstow.   Councillor Griffiths gave a short report regarding the event and the successes of other entrants from North Wales.

It was also noted that the presentation event for the Flintshire County Environmental Competitions had been held on the same day.   The Town Council’s entry for the Best Kept Town Centre, had brought success for the third year in a row, together with an award of £200.   It was reported that the part played by the town’s traders in having floral displays on their premises had been an important feature in the Town Council’s winning entry in the County Competition.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Council records its appreciation for all the hard work put in again this year towards gaining the environmental awards.

(2)
That particular thanks be conveyed to the County’s Parks and Gardens section as well as congratulations to Rhyl and Prestatyn Town Councils and Tree Tops Caravan Park.

61.
MAYOR’S REMARKS

61.1.
General
The Mayor reported on his engagements since the last meeting, as follows:


20 July 
Access Forum Meeting at Flint.

27 July
Chaired Flintshire County Forum Meeting at St. Peter’s Church Hall, Holywell – Launch of County Charter was expected soon.


30 July

Holway Walking Group Meeting.


31 July

Fron Park Bowling Club – Presentation of Waterhouse Cup;

                                    Evening event–opening of refurbished Dilshad Balti, Holywell.


 6 August
999 Emergency Services Day – another great success this year;

Welcomed visitors of ‘St. Vincent de Paul’ to St. Winefride’s Well.

  7 August
Launch of Pilgrim’s Way Path.

12 August
Fun Day event at Glyn Rhosyn Care House (Open invitation to all Members to visit the Home).

20 August
Opened Holywell Street Olympics (Town Centre Summer Events Programme).

30 August
Holway Community Centre Sports Afternoon.

  3 September
Mayor’s Charity Concert at St. Peter’s Church Hall – well received and supported with positive feedback.  Over £400 raised.

10 September
Opened The Well Inn One Day Music Festival (Town Centre event) – thanks to all concerned.

16 September 
Breakfast Launch of the annual Dee Day tidy up of the River Dee and Estuary.

17 September
Transition Holywell & District High Street event.  The hard work of Mrs. Roberta Owen in particular was acknowledged.

The Mayor paid tribute to his Mayoress, Councillor Mrs. S.E. Wallbanks, also the Deputy Mayor, Councillor J.M. Johnson, for their help and support during the period since the last meeting.

61.2.
Code of Conduct/Standing Orders 

The Mayor made reference to these binding documents, a copy of which Members had received following their election to the Council.   He stressed the importance of observing the requirements and procedures.   The Clerk was available to provide guidance, if required.

RESOLVED:



That the Mayor’s comments be endorsed.

62.
MINUTES 



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the minutes of the following meetings be approved and signed as a correct record by the Mayor and Vice-Chairman (in the absence of the Chairman) of the Town Centre Sub-Committee respectively.

            Council Meeting held on 19 July 2011; and

            Town Centre Sub-Committee held on 

            7 September 2011. 

The Vice-Chairman of the Town Centre Sub-Committee read out the recommendations of the Sub-Committee in respect of  minute TC12.1. Festive Illuminations 2011, and summarised the background to the item and the decisions. 

(2)
That the resolutions of the Town Centre Sub-Committee at the above meeting be supported/approved.

63.
PLANNING
63.1.
Planning Applications determined by the Clerk in consultation with the Mayor during the recess period 



No.

Brief Description and Determination
048710
Outline – Erection of a replacement dwelling - Land side of Glencairn, Greenfield Road, Greenfield, Holywell: for Mr Burrows.

Note:   Application withdrawn.

048756
Listed Building Application – erection of a two storey extension – Glyn Abbott (Hall), Bagillt Road, Holywell: for Mr. A. Jayes.  

No objection, provided the work is done to a standard that is consistent with the listed status of the building.

048760
Erection of a two storey side extension – 7 Sundawn Avenue, Holywell: for Mr. J. Hughes.

No objection, provided there is no detriment to the visual amenities of neighbouring properties/that planning criteria are satisfied in respect of this fresh application for an extension at this location.

048864
Erection of a wrought iron staircase to side of property for fire escape purposes and addition of solar panels to roof – Old Manse, Brynford Road, Holywell: for Mr. R. Gant.

No objection.

048908
Erection of 5 No. dwellings – land side of Telephone Exchange, Fron Park Road, Holywell: for Davies Homes (NW) Ltd.

No objection, provided the proposal does not have any adverse access and overdevelopment implications in relation to the site.

-------- 

Proposed Wind Energy Scheme at Kingspan Ltd, Holywell – Scoping Opinion



Copy response dated 23 August 2011, circulated with the agenda.



RESOLVED:



That the action of the Clerk, in consultation with 

the Mayor, be approved.


63.2.
New Planning Applications
Consideration was given to applications forwarded to the Town Council as part of the County’s planning consultation process.



RESOLVED:

That the following responses be submitted to the Flintshire County Planning Authority.



No.

Proposal
048853
Fell 1 No. sycamore – Avalon, The Beeches, Milwr, Holywell: for Mr. I. Lewis.

No objection.

048952
Change of use from class A3 takeaway to single dwelling – 134 Pen-y-Maes Road, Holywell: for Mr. D. Bowker.

No objection.
048974
Erection of a replacement dwelling set back from highway to create new access –Land side of Glencairn, Greenfield Road, Greenfield, Holywell: for Mr. Burrows.

No objection, provided there are no adverse highway/safety issues arising from traffic flow and the accessibility to and from the development.

63.3.
Planning Application Consultation 

Consideration was given to responding to the letter from the County Council’s Planning Service Development & Support Manager regarding the proposed change to “e-consultation” for planning applications to help reduce service costs.   Members felt there was some merit in the idea but were keen to avoid any additional workload for the Clerk who was employed on a part-time basis.

It was noted that 13 out of 17 Councillors had e-mail facilities at present.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Council agrees to this proposal, in principle, provided that hard copies of plans will be provided on request (eg contentious applications or where there are specific issues and/or concerns).

(2)
That the new arrangements are trialled for 3-6 months with a review to follow afterwards.

64.
ACCOUNTS

64.1.
Accounts for Payment 



RESOLVED:

That payment of the following accounts be approved, the necessary audit checks having been undertaken in accordance with the requirement of the Audit Sub-Committee.





Voucher




      £





4858
Transition Holywell & District – 

Donation


 
300.00^^
4859
Luntstone Ltd – Maintenance and 


Safety Works – WIBloom
            509.63^^/****
4860 
Delyn Press – Order of Service 

Sheets – Civic Sunday 

182.00^^





4861
C.M. Scott Jewellers – Engraving

WIBloom Schools Shield

  10.80^^ 





4862
British Telecom – One Bill Plus 

12/7/11



  68.48****

4863
Lindsay Associates – Condition Survey 

Old Courthouse


750.00^^
4864
ScottishPower – Electricity – Council

Offices 



  14.83****
4865
British Gas Business – Gas – Council

Offices 
 


156.42****

4866
D.C. Pierce – Salary – August         1,010.55***





4867
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses –

August




  40.00***




4868
Mrs. M. Edwards (Office Cleaner)

Wages to 6/8/11


225.60*** 





4869
HMRC (Inland Revenue) – PAYE/

National Insurance – August 
            514.89***





4870
K. Fricker (Treetops) – Watering 

Floral Displays July/Aug 

400.00^^
4871
Flintshire County Council – 2011/12

Rental Well Street Garage
            230.07****




4872
Impact Communications – Town 

Centre Management – July/’999’

Licence Reimbursement 
          1,321.00****





4873
British Telecom – One Bill Plus 

10/8/11



  88.58****





4874
Northop Nurseries (Deeside College)

Extra Floral Displays

            156.00^^




4875
Infotone – Office Printer Cartridges
101.87****





4876
Public Works Loan Board – Loan

Payment – Council Offices 
         2,607.68****





4877
ScottishPower – Electricity – 






Council Offices – Monthly Plan           40.00****



4878
Impact Communications – Town    1,300.00**





Centre Management – August 







4879
D.C. Pierce – Salary – September   1,010.55*** 




4880
Mrs. M. Reed – Secretarial Expenses 






September   



  40.00***




4881
Mrs. M. Edwards (Office Cleaner)

Wages to 10/9/11 

            276.00***





4882
HMRC (Inland Revenue) – 

PAYE/Nat. Ins. – September

527.49***





4883
K. Fricker (Treetops) – Watering 






Floral Displays Aug/Sept

400.00^^





4884
Viking Direct – Photocopy paper/

sundries



163.88****





4885
Flintshire County Council – 2nd 






Instalment Rates Council Offices    1,476.60****-





4886






4907
Various – ‘999 Day’ Lunchtime






Refreshments



111.88^^




                   ________












  
                                      




       14,034.80










       ________





Powers to make payments:-

*
The Local Authorities (Allowances for Members 

of Community Councils)(Wales) Regulations 2003





**
Local Government Act 1972 S.137





***
Local Government Act 1972 S.112, 151





****
Local Government Act 1972 S.133





^
Local Government Act 1972 S.111





^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.144, 145

^^^
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 S.19





^^^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.143





*^
Local Government Act 1972 S.140





**^
Local Government Act 1972 S.176





**^^
Local Government Act 1972 S.13





*^^*
Local Government Act 1972 S.34





**^*
Local Government (Misc. Provisions) Act 1953

                                                            S.4





^^**
Local Government Act 1972 S.174





^^^*
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions)






Act 1976 S.419





<
Local Government Act 1972 S.124





#
Local Government Act 1972 S.142





##
Representation of the People Act 1983 S.34

64.2.
Income Received
Members received the schedule of income, circulated with the agenda, regarding income between 1 July and 31 August, 2011.

64.3.
Annual Accounts – Approval of Annual Return for the Year to 31 March, 2011 under the new procedures
The Clerk reported that UHY Hacker Young, External Auditors, intended to issue an unqualified audit certificate and report in respect of Council’s Annual Return for the last financial year.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the position be noted and the Clerk thanked for this work in finalising the Council’s accounts.

(2)
That the Return including the accounting statements and Annual Governance Statement, be approved (the Clerk having already certified Section 3 as the Responsible Financial Officer).

(3)
That the Mayor be authorised to also sign and date Section 3.

(4)
That the Clerk be authorised to send the original of the Return to UHY Hacker Young within the prescribed timescale under the statutory regulations for signing off, and publication by the Town Council thereafter.

65.
TOWN CENTRE MANAGER’S REPORTS – JULY/AUGUST
Members were presented with the Town Centre Manager’s reports for July and August.   The reports gave an overview of developments and his work since the last meeting.   The Town Centre Manager was commended for his work since the last meeting, in particular with the promotional side of the website.

As the former Somerfield/Co-op building remained empty and, given the knock-on effect on local trade from people who also made linked visits to other town centre shops, Members wondered if the County Council was able to provide any assistance that might help to secure a tenant for the building.

The inclusion of a Christmas tree in this year’s Christmas lights arrangements was also raised, although it was understood that this may be already in hand via the Holywell Chamber of Commerce.  

The Town Centre Manager reported that arrangements were in the place for the collage (Holywell Marketing Project) to be officially unveiled by the Mayor at the Mill on the Hill tea rooms on 4 October.

RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Centre Manager’s reports be received with thanks.

(2)
That, for next year, the July report be sent out earlier to Members.

(3)
That the Clerk write to Flintshire County Council along the lines discussed in respect of  securing a tenant for the former Somerfield/Co-op premises.

(4)
That the Town
Centre Manager investigate the the provision of a Christmas tree for the town centre this year in consultation with the Clerk and the Chairman of the Town Centre Sub-Committee and report back to the Council at its next meeting.

66.
POST OFFICE SERVICES BILL 

Members had before them a copy of a letter from The Rt. Hon. David Hanson MP, together with the further reply from the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills.   The Minister was sorry for the confusion that had arisen from the two letters previously received.   The Minister advised that one of the key elements of Post Office Ltd’s strategy was the development and introduction of the Post Office “Local” model.   Currently this model was being tested throughout the pilot branches.   

The £1.34bn Government funding package made provision to invest in and modernise 4,000 branches as “Main” Post Offices and for the rollout of 2,000 Post Offices locally.    It also included funding provision to maintain the remaining 5,500 branches up to 2015 to ensure that the network was maintained at around its present size of around 11,500 branches in total.   There would be no closure programme by design or default.

RESOLVED:

That the position be noted and a request be made for relevant information relating to the correspondence that is specific to Wales.

67.
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES, 2011 

The Clerk reported that he had not received any request for change following his letter to Members regarding the County Council’s review of polling places/stations etc., within the community of Holywell, which were currently as follows:-



Greenfield – Youth & Community Centre

Holywell Central – Youth Centre, North Road and Community House, 4 Heol y Brenin



Holywell East – St. Peter’s Church Hall, Rose Hill

Holywell West – Youth Centre, North Road and Community Centre, Holway



RESOLVED:

That the County Council be informed of the Town Council’s support for leaving the existing arrangements as they are for now.

68.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

Consideration was given to the request from the County’s Performance & Partnership Manager regarding the County Council’s 10 improvement priorities within its Improvement Plan.   A copy of the full Plan could be viewed by contacting the Clerk.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the County Council be informed as follows:-

Q1/2
Generally, the Town Council’s principles and priorities are not at variance with those of the County Council within its Improvements Plan.  They are appropriately progressed within the powers and resources available to the Authority.

Q3
The Town Council suggests the following wording for Corporate Resources County Priority 3.2.

“Negotiate an effective Equal Pay settlement for jobs of equal value, and implement it”.

69.
REVIEW OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PROVISION IN HOLYWELL – CONSULTATION 
As requested at the July meeting, further consideration was given to this matter.   In view of the changes that had taken place since July, Members felt that it would be best to defer making any submission on the School Modernisation Review until more details/proposals were known and circulated as part of the finally agreed consultation arrangements.

Copies of the replies received to date from Town Council Members were also circulated at the meeting.



RESOLVED:

(1)
That the Town Council defer a decision until it is formally consulted on the review and that, if necessary, a Special Meeting be arranged for the purpose.

(2)
That the circulated responses received to date from Town Council Members be also considered in conjunction with (1) above.

70.
STANDARDS CONFERENCE WALES – 5 OCTOBER, 2011 AT LLANDRINDOD WELLS 

The Clerk reported that the Town Council’s nominee, Councillor P.A. York, had been accepted by the County Council to attend the above event.   The delegate’s fee was £60.

RESOLVED:

That the position be noted and the delegate’s fee and travelling expenses be paid by the Town Council.

71.
THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE BEACONS – 4 JUNE 2012 

Consideration was given to the communication on this matter from the County Council’s Corporate Communications Manager (on behalf of the Chief Executive).

It was understood that preliminary discussions had taken place between the Countryside Sections of Flintshire and Denbighshire County Councils in relation to their possible involvement in the event at County level.

Reference was made to arrangements that were also in hand, for this and other commemorative events in the future by the Friends of Greenfield Dock, at a waterfront site at the Dock.

RESOLVED:

That the County Council be informed of the proposal by the Friends of Greenfield Dock and that the Authority  might also wish to consider Pen y Ball as another suitable Beacon location within the community.

72.
HOLYWELL TOWN CENTRE EVENTS PROJECT – OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE FEEDBACK TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL AFTER COMPLETION OF THE SUMMER PROGRAMME 

Although the Events Project was not yet completed, the Clerk reported that the Town Council had been invited to give some informal feedback which Shelley Barratt of Coya Marketing could include in her evaluation report to the County Council as Project Manager.   Generally, it was felt that to date the programme and variety of events had been well received. 



RESOLVED:

That Members forward to the Clerk by the end of September any comments they wish to make on the questionnaire circulated at the meeting and that the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman of the Town Centre Sub-Committee, agree an appropriate response 

from the replies received.

73.
REPORT(S) ETC. RECEIVED
Members were informed that the following items had been received and unless otherwise circulated*, were available for perusal from the Clerk.

(a)
Introduction of Single Use Carrier Bag Charge from 1 October 2011 – Information Sheets from the Welsh Government*;

(b)
Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Draft Annual Report – December 2011;

(c)
“Y Bont” Summer 2011 Newsletter, including news, information from the Home Office etc, and details of forthcoming public events;

(d)
Flintshire County Council’s Standards Committee – Minutes of meeting with Town and Community Council representatives – 11 April 2011*;

(e)
Papers from the County Forum meeting – 27 July;

(f)
Family Information Service Flintshire (FISF) Leaflet*;

(g)
Your Community/Your Council – News from Flintshire County Council – September 2011;

(h)
Letters of thanks/appreciation to the Town Council for financial support*;

(i)
Minutes of the Annual and Quarterly Meeting of the North Wales Association of Town and Larger Community Councils – 15 July;

(j)
Halkyn Mountain Common Joint Consultative Board – Agenda for meeting 13 September, along with a copy of the minutes of the meeting on 17 May, 2011;

(k)
E-mail correspondence with Canon John Lomas who has recently moved to work in another area*.


In addition, the following item was circulated to each Member at the meeting, for information:

(m)
Holywell Business News – Autumn 2011.

74.
COUNCIL NOMINATION FOR THE HOLYWELL COMMUNITIES FIRST PARTNERSHIP BOARD
Although not on the agenda, the Mayor agreed for this item to be considered to avoid delay, as a decision was required before the next Council meeting.

RESOLVED:

That Councillor P.J. Curtis be nominated to represent the Town Council on the new Holywell Communities First Partnership Board.

75.
REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 



Councillors B. Scragg and P.J. Curtis respectively reported on issues

             that had been discussed at meetings involving the Flintshire Local Access 

             Forum and the Greenfield Valley.   

76.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 – EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 



RESOLVED:

That by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items (minute 76.1. contractual issues and 76.2.reporting details relating to bank accounts etc) under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as amended.

76.1. Office Accommodation – 12-14 Bank Place/Former Courthouse,

            Holywell

The Clerk reported on further developments in respect of both buildings since the last meeting.   He gave a summary of the survey reports received and of the availability of grant aid towards eligible works in respect of the former Courthouse.   Members also took into account of the valuations from the District Valuer and the expressed intentions of the owner in respect of marketing the former Courthouse.

The Clerk also referred to the County Council’s ongoing work intended to deliver and enhance customer facing services to the public and to matters under consideration at the present time.



RESOLVED:

(1) That, under the circumstances, the owner of the

             former Courthouse be informed that the Town 

             Council is not currently in a position to make 

             an offer and that his attention be drawn to 

             matters presented to the Authority.

(2) That the Clerk inform the County Council of its

             interest in hearing more about its joint service 

             delivery ideas for the town.     


76.2.
Applications for Financial Assistance
The Clerk reported that, whilst applications were normally considered at the June and February Finance Committee meetings, applications were considered outside these dates dependent on the circumstances of each application.   He reported on the supporting background and financial information awaited/provided with the following applications:



RESOLVED:





(1)
That the following donations be made:











   £






2480 (Holywell) Squadron ATC
228






Holywell Town Football Club 
500*






(new season urgent request) from earmarked 

provision in the 2011/12 budget





(2)
That the application of the Holywell 

Town Junior Football Club be deferred pending receipt and consideration of the awaited supporting information.

77.
CLOSE OF MEETING 



The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.55pm.

 ……………………………..

      Mayor

